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FAITH LUTHERAN 

CHURCH CLERGY 
 

Pastor Derek Harkins 

(Fridays off) 

Pastor Sylvia Bull 

(Fridays off) 

 
WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

SUNDAY: 9:30 am 
Online 

WEDNESDAY 7:00 pm 
Online 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Thursday 

8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

Friday: 8:00 am - Noon 

 
Pastoral Care 

Emergency Number 

701-595-0223  

 
Answering machine is 
available evenings and 

weekends when the 
office is not staffed. 

Office is generally open 
during the lunch hour. 

SCHOOL KIT 
SHOPPING LIST 

 

Faith Lutheran Church is collecting school supplies 
for Lutheran World Relief school kits. 

 

The following items are needed:  

One 

Drawstring 

Backpack 

14”x17” 

Four 70 sheet 

Notebooks 

8”x10.5” 

Wide or  

college ruled 

One 2.5” 

Eraser 

 One 12” Ruler 

with centimeter 

 ruler 

One 

Pencil 

Sharpener 

 Five black  

or blue Ballpoint 

Pens (no gel) 

 Five unsharpened #2 

Pencils with Erasers 
One box of  

16 or 24  

Crayons 
One pair of  

blunt Scissors 

See page two for additional information. 



Clergy and Ministry Staff Contact Information 
 

Derek Harkins, Senior Pastor /  701-891-9175 / derek.bisfaith@gmail.com 

Sylvia Bull, Associate Pastor / 406-750-3956 / sylvia.bisfaith@gmail.com 

Lisa Aamodt, Accountant / 701-223-2236 /  lisa.bisfaith@gmail.com 

Janine Johannes, Music Leader / 701-223-2236 /  janine.bisfaith@gmail.com 

Cheryl Johnson, Office Manager / 701-223-2236 / cheryl.bisfaith@midconetwork.com 

Kenny Opsal, Director of Education & Youth / 701-223-2236 / kenny.bisfaith@midconetwork.com 

Randy Smith, Maintenance Supervisor / 701-223-2236  

Donna Weigel, Communication Assistant / 701-223-2236 / donna.bisfaith@gmail.com 

Pastoral Ministries 
 
Baptisms: 
Mila Vi McCabe 
 
 
Weddings: 
Kyle Bagley & Melissa Schatz 
Nick Barden & Brandy Olson 
 
Funerals: 
Dareld James Hertz 
Darlene Ida Hieb 
Justin McLean 
 

FLC Executive Team 

Jennifer Prince, Chair 

Doug Johnson, Vice-Chair 

Tina Anderson, Vice-Chair 

Steve Sundvor, Secretary 

Hope Schreiner, Treasurer 

The deadline to submit information to the News and 

Views newsletter is the 10th of each month prior to the 

next newsletter. The Church bulletin deadline each week 

is at noon on Tuesday for the coming Sunday bulletin. 
 

Articles, schedules, etc., can be sent by email to  

donna.bisfaith@gmail.com. For additional information,  

call the church office at 701-223-2236. 
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“Hear, O Israel: The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. You shall love the Lord  

your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might. 

Keep these words that I am commanding you today in your heart. Recite them 

to your children and talk about them when you are at home and when you are 

away, when you lie down and when you rise.” Deuteronomy 6:4-7 

 

 A lot of what I learned about faith as a kid, I learned from songs. My 

most favorite of all is “The Church Song” by Jay Beech. Through the words 

of that song, I learned that the church is not a building or a committee or a 

business. Rather, I learned as I sang that “the Church it is the people, living 

out their lives: called, enlightened, sanctified for the work of Jesus Christ!” But as many times as I’ve 

sung that song, and as much as I believe the words it proclaims, it is so easy to start thinking of the 

church as the building, or the committees that meet in it, or the business that takes place inside. 

 Over the past few months, we’ve had a unique opportunity to remember and to experience that 

the church is not, and never has been, a building. The Church is God’s people - all of us - who have 

been called through baptism to live each and every day as ones who have been created, redeemed, 

and loved by God and who are invited into lives of service to our neighbors and God’s creation.  

 This means that our lives of faith are not primarily or even secondarily lived out at the building we 

call the church. Rather, they are lived out at homes, schools, and workplaces. They are lived out on 

car trips and in hospital rooms and on sports fields. The reason we gather together as a community 

is so that we can be nourished and equipped for living out our faith in all those other places.  

 That’s my job as your pastor: to help you live out your faith at all those times and in all those 

places when you are not in the church building. To help you learn and know the promises and 

commands of God, so that you can talk about them and live them when you are at home and when 

you are away, when you lie down and when you rise.  

 This pandemic has brought many challenges and heartaches and losses to each of us. We grieve 

those together, and we walk together through the struggle. But it has also brought us an opportunity: 

the chance to reclaim our whole lives as the place where church happens.  

 I offer to you this open invitation: if you want to talk more about how to live out your faith in  

daily life, give me or Pastor Derek a call. We would love to talk to you about this! The biggest and 

most joy-filled part of my call is walking with you in discerning and practicing this. I don’t have it all 

figured out, either, but I would love for us to seek the Spirit’s guidance in figuring it out together. 

Blessing to you, dear Church, when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie down  

and when you rise. May know Christ’s presence and the leading of God’s Spirit in each moment of 

your life. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Sylvia 

Pastor Sylvia’s Parables 
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Matthew 8:23 – 27 (NRSV) 
 
And when Jesus got into the 
boat, his disciples followed 
him. A windstorm arose on 
the sea, so great that the 
boat was being swamped 
by the waves; but he was 
asleep. And they went and 
woke him up, saying, “Lord, 
save us! We are perishing!” 

And he said to them , “Why are you afraid, you of 
little faith?” Then he got up and rebuked the 
winds and the sea; And there was a dead calm. 
They were amazed, saying, “What sort of man is 
this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?”   
 

 This will be my last Gospel Seeds missive.  
Next month you will hear from Bishop-Elect Craig 
Schweitzer as he begins in the office on August 
17th and prepares for the official start to his 
term on September 1, 2020.  

 So first a devotional. First century Jewish  
fishermen that lived and worked on the Sea of 
Galilee had a couple of problems when it came 
to maneuvering a boat on the Sea of Galilee.  
The centerboard had not been invented for  
their boats, so they had no way to sail against 
the wind. Additionally, the Sea of Galilee was  
400 feet below the level of the Mediterranean 
Sea which was a scant 12-15 miles away and 
pretty much surrounded by mountains. Winds 
from any direction or multiple directions would 
begin to pour down upon the waters of the lake 
and large waves would be produced within 
minutes causing them to lose control of the boat.   

 All of that is happening in this story from the 
Gospel of Matthew, plus it takes place in the 
night and Jesus is sound asleep in the back of 
the boat. As they awaken their Teacher you can 
hear the fear and terror in their words, which I 
fully appreciate, “we are perishing, save us”.   

 We are living in just such a moment. Think 
back to when a significant majority of the  
working world stayed home for a month or more 
as we have slowly learned more about this new 
virus and its effects on our bodies. We have been 
impacted economically and socially not just in 
WND but around the world. It feels like a storm 
in which we are not in control. I know it would 
be wonderful if Jesus would rebuke this virus but 
that has not happened. But Jesus does have a 
word for us, “Peace be with you, I have you and 
will not let you go!”   

 As I spoke to those gathered at the first virtual 
Synod Assembly with a Bishop’s election, I shared 
that we as a church are not going to be done 
with the ongoing impacts of Covid-19 any time 
soon. Church Councils, pastors, and deacons are 
going to need to repeatedly make new decisions 
about worship, Sunday school, retreats, etc.  
as new health information for your county  
becomes available. Please get to know your 
county health official if you have not already 
done so. They will be most helpful in assisting 
you in making good local decisions. Also, please 
continue to be mindful of the most vulnerable in 
your communities, especially the elderly.   

  I would like to close with a deep heartfelt 
“Thank You” to Executive Committees and 
Church Councils that I have been privileged to 

A MESSAGE FROM THE INTERIM BISHOP  

(Cont. on next page.) 
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work with along with the pastors and deacons 
of Western North Dakota. Finally, to Deacon 
Beth Anderson, Sherie Heine, Faith Simonieg, 
Murray G. Sagsveen, Matthew Nygard, Laurie 
Jesz and Carrie Bentley.  They have all done 
“yeoman like work” (that was the highest 
compliment that my Norwegian Grandfather 
gave out, which was not often by the way) 
during our time together. They have repeatedly 
had to persevere, overcome and adapt and 
have done so with intelligence and focus on the 
people they serve. No better example comes to 
mind than the work they did in preparation and 
execution of the virtual Synod Assembly. They 
pulled together great teams: tech support, video 
and audio production, logistics and interfaced 
them with the Elections Committee, Synod 
Council, leadership from Lord of Life and finally 
with the voting members from across Western 
North Dakota.  We made it work, in spite of 
thunderstorms and lost electrical power, we 
were able to do the work set before us. Well 
done one and all.  

 Blessings to Bishop Elect Craig Schweitzer 
and his wife Wendy and to their children as 
they begin this new chapter in their lives.  

Yours in Christ, 
 
 
 
The Rev. David B Zellmer 
Interim Bishop of the Western North Dakota 
Synod, ELCA 

Thanks to everyone for your support of the 
Youth Golf Scramble that was held at Prairie 
West Golf Course on July 18. We $5542.39 which 
will go towards 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering in 
Minneapolis. 
 

A special thank you the following: 
Hole Sponsors: 
• In Honor of Faith Youth 
• In Memory of Dorothy Smith 
• In Memory of Stuart Pfenning 
• Marv Alveshere 
• Ameriprise Financial 
• Gary & Pat Ritter 
• American Bank Center 
• Gary & Joyce Knoll 
• BisMan Security 
• NXC Imaging 
• Ugly Box Retail 
• Jim Ressler Trucking 
• Big Boy 
• B Plumbing & Heating Inc. 
• Cottingham Insurance 
• BaderMaids Cleaning Services 
• Interior Woodworks 
• Elvis Entertainment & DJ 
• Dave & Sue Anderson 
• New Vision Security 
• Prizes: 
• Jessica Wilkens & Family 
• North Sky Pawn 
• Capital Credit Union 
• Active Live Chiropractic 
• Ground Round 
• Rock30 Games 
• Krolls 
• Bismarck Motor Company 
• Walmart South 
• Red Carpet Car Wash 
• Captain Jacks (Interstate) 
• Starbucks on St. Street 
• Johnny Carinos 
• Comic Realms 
• Card Games & More 
• Scott & Jonna Wutzke 
• Kenneth Opsal 
• 2nd Chances Thrift Store 
• Anonymous 
• John Olson 
• Jon Herold 
• Zach Jacobson   

Go  f Scramble Update 



Financial Update 
 

General Fund Revenues 

June, $43,224; to date, $278,808; 

General Fund Expenditures 

June, $35,193; to date, $254,667 

Faith Lutheran 

Church Memorials 
 

For Church School,  
 in honor of the baptism Eli Tesky 
 in memory of John Opp 
 

For General Fund, in memory of 
 Dareld Hertz 
 

For Endowment Fund,  
 in memory of Norma Holwegner 
 in memory of Darlene Hieb 
 

For Capital Improvements,  
 in memory of John Opp 

Details can be found in the  

Memorial Book  
in the Gathering Place.  
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   Thank you for continuing to 

support the Faith Lutheran 

Scholarship Fund with your 

designated memorials, 

Thrivent Choice Dollars and 

other contributions. 
 

    Your gifts enabled us  

to award a scholarship (matched by the college) 

for the 2020-2021 school year to Aleisha Schock 

who will begin her freshman year at Concordia 

College in Moorhead MN this fall.  

At the request of the organizers of FLC’s annual 

rice pudding booth, and due to ongoing concerns 

about the COVID-19 virus, the executive  

committee voted to suspend the rice pudding 

booth for 2020. We look forward to considering 

alternatives and to planning and dreaming for 

next year. Thanks to everyone who has participated 

in this ministry for all your work on this over the 

years! If you have questions about this decision, 

please contact Pastor Derek, Pastor Sylvia, or a 

member of the executive committee. 

Rice Pudding Event - Suspended 
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Help Make a Difference 

 Over the next couple of months, Faith Lutheran Church will be collecting needed items for  

Lutheran World Relief school, baby care, and personal care kits.  
 

 Donations can be left at the CONCIERGE TABLE and we will have a box to leave donations in  

at the outdoor worship services.  Also, donations of pillowcase dresses are still needed.   

Thank you for your kindness.  

INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING IN EACH BABY CARE KIT  
 Two lightweight cotton t-shirts  

(no Onesies ®)  

 Two long- or short-sleeved gowns or  

sleepers (without feet)  

 Two receiving blankets, medium-weight  

cotton or flannel, or crocheted or knitted with 

lightweight yarn, between 36” and 52” square  

 Four cloth diapers, flat fold preferred 

 One jacket, sweater or sweatshirt with a hood, 

or include a baby cap  

 Two pairs of socks  

 One hand towel, color recommended 

 Two or three bath-size bars of gentle  

soap equaling 8 to 9 oz., any brand, in original 

wrapping; no mini or hotel size bars  

 Two diaper pins or large safety pins 

INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING IN EACH PERSONAL KIT 

 One light-weight bath-size towel (between 20” 

x 40” and 52” x 27”), dark color recommended  

 Two or three bath-size bars of soap equaling  

8 to 9 oz., any brand, in original wrapping  

 One adult-size toothbrush in it’s original  

packaging*  

 One sturdy comb, remove packaging  

 One metal nail clippers (attached file optional), 

remove packaging  

 * Toothbrush multi-packs may be used by  

sealing an individual  

 * toothbrush in a business-size envelope; no 

plastic bags or wrap 

SEE THE SCHOOL KIT LIST ON THE FRONT COVER. 
 

Go to lwr.org  on the web for detailed information  

on packaging, etc. 



Over 300 members of the Western North Dakota Synod gathered together  

online on July 17, 2020 for a Special Meeting of Synod Assembly.  The original  

assembly was cancelled due to concerns related to the Covid-19 pandemic  

and rescheduled to July 17, 2020.  While an in-person gathering had been  

planned, rising numbers of cases in the synod led Synod Council to move  

the gathering to an online format.   

Called by Name 
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 

    I have called you by name, you are mine.” 

~Isaiah 43:1b 

 

Synod Assembly officially started with worship led by Interim Bishop David B. Zellmer and ELCA  

Secretary, Deacon Sue Rothmeyer and our Assembly Musicians. The theme “Called by Name” was 

emphasized throughout day in readings, hymns, prayers, bible study and the message shared by  

Interim Bishop David B. Zellmer.  
 

Bishop Election 

The assembly elected Rev. Craig Schweitzer of Bismarck the next bishop of the Western North Dakota 

Synod.  An historic event, Schweitzer is the first bishop in the ELCA to be elected in an online assembly.   

Schweitzer was elected on the sixth ballot with 165 votes.  The Rev. Desiree Uhrich of Minot received 

120.  We give thanks to all who remained open to the call, especially Rev. Lisa Ahlness of Bismarck, 

Rev. Pauline Crowder of Bowdon, Rev. Carter Hill of Stanley, Rev. Zachariah Shipman of Crosby and 

Rev. Julie Kurtz Anderson of Bismarck who all addressed the assembly following the second ballot.  

The bishop-elect has served Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Bismarck as senior pastor since 2014, 

and as associate pastor from 2010-2014.  Schweitzer holds a Masters of Science in Strategic Leader-

ship from the University of Mary and was prepared for ordination through the Theological Education 

for Emerging Ministry Program (TEEM) through Luther Seminary and Pacific Lutheran Seminary.   

Installation of the new bishop is scheduled for November 1, 2020.   
 

ELCA Churchwide Report 

Deacon Sue Rothmeyer, Secretary of the ELCA, led the election process as our Churchwide  

representative.  As she introduced the Office of the  Bishop, she spoke of the duties of the Office such 

as preaching, teaching, servanthood, being a CEO and a large emphasis was put on the “MORE” that 

the bishop is involved with while they serve in the role to which they have been called.  
 

A video message featuring Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton and members of the ELCA celebrated 

ministry carried out in different ways.  Even though we may find ourselves in a world marked by  

uncertainty, God continues to call us.  Even in challenging times, ministry thrives in new and life-

giving ways through congregations of the ELCA.  

2020 Special Meeting of the Synod Assembly 

(Cont. on next page.) 
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Bible Engagement 

Deidre Wall, Luther Seminary student, deacon candidate, Children, Youth, and Family Ministry  

Coordinator at Christ Lutheran Church, and Coordinator of the Vocational Intern Program at Lutheran 

Campus Ministry at Minot State University  shared Bible studies related to the theme verse from  

Isaiah 43 focusing on “Called by Name.” Assembly attendants were asked to consider what they are 

called to in their daily lives and how they live out their baptismal vocations.   

 

Elected to Serve on WND Synod Council: 

Conference Representatives: East Missouri Conference, Lay Position – Mr. David Hagel; Heart River 

Conference, Lay Position – Mr. Dan Pillar; Western Prairie Conference – Rev. Janet Gwin; At-Large  

Position – Mr. Joshua Cook 
 

Western ND Fiscal Plan for 2021 

Action:  PASSED 

The Assembly adopted the fiscal plan for the 2021 fiscal year as proposed by Synod Council. 
 

2021 Compensation Guidelines for Rostered Ministers 

Action:  PASSED 

The Assembly adopted the 2021 Compensation Guidelines for Rostered Ministers serving in the 

Western North Dakota Synod as proposed by Synod Council.   
 

Recommended Amendments to the Synod Constitution 

Action: PASSED 

The Assembly adopted to accept amending the constitution to incorporate all provisions recommended 

by the Churchwide Assembly in August 2019. 
 

Amendments to the Articles of Incorporation Allowing Synod Council to Act without Meeting In-Person 

Action: PASSED 

The Assembly adopted this amendment allowing Synod Council, when necessary to take an action 

“by authenticated electronic communication.” 
 

Amendments to the Articles of Incorporation Allowing Synod Assembly to Meet by Means of  

Remote Communication 

Action: PASSED 

The Assembly approved this amendment allowing for the Synod Assembly to meet by remote means 

when necessary. 
 

2021 Synod Assembly will be held June 4-5, 2021 at the Grand Hotel in Minot 

Summary of the Work of the Synod in Plenary 
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Updated: Jun 7 

“Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the 

least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you 

did for me.” ~Matthew 25:40   

 

It’s been the driving question for Christians for 

centuries: What would Jesus do?  The question 

only continues to grow more complex as we  

navigate today’s tense 

political climate along-

side the increasing needs 

of our community. What 

would Jesus do to help 

“the least of these?” 

What is the role of  

social ministry and  

social justice in fulfilling 

the call to love our 

neighbor?  

 

In order to fully  

understand these terms 

and how they are  

connected, it is helpful 

first to define them. Social justice is generally  

understood to mean working through societal or 

political systems to achieve equality, fairness  

and dignity for all human beings. Social ministry, 

on the other hand, describes providing direct 

service to people and communities in need.  

 

Essentially, the terms are different means to  

the same end — serving “the least of these”  

described in Matthew 25. While social ministry 

brings tangible assistance to those in crisis, social 

justice works to rewrite the societal structure 

that created the crisis in the first place.  

 

Social ministry addresses the symptoms, while 

social justice attempts to remedy the cause.  

Giving meals to the homeless is social ministry — 

addressing the immediate needs of a community 

by feeding the hungry. Conversely, supporting 

affordable housing projects or behavioral health 

programs that keep people off the streets in the 

first place are examples of social justice.  

 

Another example:  

mentoring youth who  

are at risk of entering the 

criminal justice system and 

are in need of a positive 

role model is social ministry. 

Fighting against the  

inequalities in the criminal 

justice system and the  

disproportionate arrests of 

people of color through 

practices such as restora-

tive justice is social justice.  

 

For too long, people have 

looked at each term without the other. Those 

who fight for social justice can forget to address 

the immediate needs of the people for whom 

they are trying to advocate, while sometimes 

those working in social ministry fail to address 

the structures that are to blame for the  

circumstances of those being helped. Therefore, 

it is time that we stop looking at these two terms 

as an either/or situation. We need both social 

ministry and social justice work to truly serve as 

we are called. 

 

 

The Intersections of Social Ministry and Social Justice 
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In fact, this is the model Jesus followed during 

his time on Earth. Feeding the hungry and  

healing the sick are clear examples of social  

ministry, but Jesus also practiced social justice  

by fighting against the political structures that 

created inequality during his time. In Matthew 

21, Jesus protested the religious establishment’s 

abuse of the poor. By driving out the temple 

merchants and overturning their tables, Jesus 

combined his social ministry work for the poor 

with social justice work. When merchants  

exploited poor people coming to the temple 

worship, Jesus took direct action to challenge 

the corrupt practices in the church.  

 

So, what would Jesus do? We already know the 

answer. He lived a life dedicated to both social 

ministry and social justice. Jesus addressed  

people’s immediate needs while also remedying 

broken societal and political structures.   

It is important for those dedicated to social  

ministry to acknowledge the importance of  

advocating for social justice as well. In the  

United States, politics and religion have forever 

been a taboo mix, but life is never that black and 

white. We are called to both direct service and 

direct action.   

 

It is important to note that this is not a partisan 

effort. In such politically polarized times, it is  

imperative to avoid getting caught up in the fight 

between parties as we advocate for structural 

change. These issues are not isolated to one  

political party, and meaningful change cannot 

happen without the cooperation of everyone.  

 

We are called to care for the “least of 

these” (Matthew 25:40). We are called to love 

our neighbors as ourselves (Mark 12:31) and to 

set free the oppressed (Luke 4:18). We are called 

to act justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly 

(Micah 6:8).   

 

Let us go forth and make this our mission. Let  

us treat symptoms of suffering while also  

addressing the cause. Let us love our neighbors 

through direct service and direct action.  

 

– Micayla Bitz 
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