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MISSION STATEMENT  
 

“We are building a welcoming, nurturing  

faith community that is guided  

by Jesus and shares the Gospel.”  

FAITH LUTHERAN 
CHURCH CLERGY 

 

Pastor Steve Sathre 

(Fridays off) 

Pastor Sylvia Bull 

(Mondays off) 

 
WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY: 8:30am & 11am 

WEDNESDAY: 7pm 

 

Sunday worship rides are 
available by calling the 

Church office on or before 
Friday morning. 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Thursday 
8:00am - 5:00pm 

Friday: 8:00am - noon 

 
Answering machine is 
available evenings and 

weekends when the 
office is not staffed. 

Office is generally open 
during the lunch hour. 

1402 East Avenue C, Bismarck, ND 58501 

Phone: 701-223-2236  Fax: 701-223-0485 

www.faithbismarck.com 

GOD SIGHTINGS! 
GOD IS WITH US FROM THE BIG MOMENTS TO THE SMALL ONES: WE’RE  

CHALLENGING YOU TO FIND GOD SIGHTINGS IN YOUR EVERYDAY LIFE!   

BRING YOUR GOD SIGHTING IN AND POST IT ON THE BULLETIN BOARD IN THE 

GATHERING PLACE, POST AND SHARE IT ON SOCIAL MEDIA WITH THE HASHTAG 

#FAITHGODSIGHTING IN THE CAPTION, OR EMAIL IT TO THE CHURCH OFFICE  

AT FAITH.BISFAITH@GMAIL.COM. 



The deadline to submit  

information to the 

News and Views newsletter is 

the 10th of each month prior 

to the next newsletter.  

 

The Church bulletin deadline 

each week is at noon on  

Tuesday for the coming  

Sunday bulletin. 

 

Articles, schedules, etc.,  

can be sent by email to  

donna.bisfaith@gmail.com. 

For additional information,  

call the church office at  

701-223-2236. 

Clergy and Ministry Staff Contact Information 

Steve Sathre, Interim Lead Pastor / 701-391-6864 / steve.bisfaith@gmail.com 

Sylvia Bull, Associate Pastor / 406-750-3956 / sylvia.bisfaith@gmail.com 

Lisa Aamodt, Accountant / 701-223-2236 /  lisa.bisfaith@gmail.com 

Janine Johannes, Music Leader / 701-223-2236 /  janine.bisfaith@gmail.com 

Cheryl Johnson, Office Manager / 701-223-2236 / cheryl.bisfaith@midconetwork.com 

Robert Marquez, Custodian / 701-223-2236 

Kenny Opsal, Director of Education & Youth / 701-223-2236 / kenny.bisfaith@midconetwork.com 

Randy Smith, Maintenance Supervisor / 701-223-2236  

Donna Weigel, Communication Assistant / 701-223-2236 / donna.bisfaith@gmail.com 

Pastoral Ministries 
 

Funerals 

Robert Weiss      12/26/19 

Darrell Hoffmann  12/29/19               

FLC Executive Team 
Jennifer Prince, Chair 
Doug Johnson, Vice-Chair 
Tina Anderson, Vice-Chair 
Steve Sundvor, Secretary 
Hope Schreiner, Treasurer 



Pastor Sylvia’s Parables 

 Last summer, a friend and I decided we wanted to drive out of town 

some night to see - really see - the stars. Living in the ND metropolis that is 

Bismarck, we can see a few of the brighter stars, but we don’t get to see 

the glories of the Milky Way because of all the other lights that distract 

from and obscure its beauty.  

 My friend and I could never make our schedules line up to actually  

follow through on our plan, so one night in September, I decided to go on my own. I drove 

some miles outside of town, parked on the side of a country road, and sat on the hood of my 

car, gazing up at the sky. The longer I looked, the more stars became visible, and the more 

vast and wonderful our universe appeared.  

 It’s always that vast and mysterious and wonderful, but I can’t always see it. There are  

so many other things that distract me from paying attention to its grandeur. I’m so often 

tempted to limit my world to the immediate people, places, things, and situations that  

surround me. I become the center of my own world. 

 But for those few minutes, I was reminded - in a good way - of just how small I am. Of  

how much bigger and more beautiful God’s creation is. Of how paying attention to the world 

around us reveals layers upon layers of God’s goodness and provision, each layer coming  
into better view the longer we look.  

 January 6th marked the feast of Epiphany in the church 

year, a day for remembering the star that led the Magi to Jesus, 

a day for reflecting on God’s continued guidance in our lives 

today. If you were in worship that week, you received a  

Star Word - a star with a word on it that might provide some 

guidance as you reflect on God’s presence and activity  

in your life throughout the year. Mine for this year is tender-

ness,” so I’ll be paying attention to how God is showing up in 

that way in my everyday life and to how God might be at 

work growing tenderness in my life. 

 Each month during 2020, there will be a star word  

reflection question in News and Views as a way to help all of us continue to pay attention to 

God’s  guidance and presence using the star words as a tool. If you didn’t get a star word yet 

this year, don’t worry! There’s plenty left for everyone! Stop in or give us a call at the church 

office and we will draw one for you.  

 Join us on this journey of reflection in 2020. I am so thankful for God’s light that shines in 

each of you, and for the constellation of gifts that makes up this community of faith. 
 

In Christ, 

Pastor Sylvia 
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Last and First 

    I am experiencing lots of “lasts” these days.  
As I write this newsletter I am at the last “First 

Call Theological Retreat” which I helped 

organize.  I am in the midst of the last of the 
six “Thank-You and Farewell” events around 

they synod.  I am spending many hours in the 

office looking through files, getting rid of 

unnecessary paperwork and setting aside 
pieces the next Bishop will need.  As a staff 

we are living deeply in the land of transition. 

   It is a strange place to be in some ways.  The 
last 11 ½ years have flown by and at the same 

time old files remind me of meetings and 

events that seem so long ago.  Time moves 
on, God is present through the power of the 

Holy Spirit and ministry happens. 

   I am thankful for all of the faithful leaders 
who have served over these years, both lay 

and rostered.  Congregational members who 

have been willing to ask difficult questions, 
dive deep into conversation and then roll up 

their sleeves for the sake of the proclamation 

of the Gospel.   

   I am thankful for the generosity of people 
across this synod.  One document was the 

listing of seminary scholarships from the year 

that I was a senior at Wartburg Theological 
Seminary.  In 1998 the synod was able to 

provide students with $12,000 worth of 

scholarships.  Because of your generosity  
we now have over $70,000 dollars for 

scholarships and debt buy-down.  When I 

started as Bishop we had about $500,000 in 
the Ministry Endowment Fund.  As I leave 

office we have added two more funds, the 

Mission Fund and the Accompaniment Fund.  
Combined the three funds have over $3 

Million dollars in assets.  Last fall the 

endowment fund was able to capture just 
under $100,000 in gains – that is money 

which will support ministry across this synod.  

It is all because of your generosity – thanks! 

   As I leave this office, I want to thank you for 
the privilege of serving as your Bishop.  It has 

been an honor to be the voice of this synod in 

the Conference of Bishops, to work locally 
and across the larger church on issues of 

congregational renewal.  I have been honored 

to serve as one of your representatives to 
your social ministry organization, Lutheran 

Social Services.  We can be proud of the 

incredible ministry LSS does in the name of 
Jesus- helping infants through teens, to young 

families and senior citizens.  LSS has 19 

different programs which touch the lives of 
tens of thousands of people across this state.  

The Witness of Another 

      Last fall I attended the installation of the 

new Bishop of Northwest Minnesota.  As part 
of the service, retiring Bishop Larry Wohlrabe 

processed into worship with the rest of the 

Bishops who were present.  In the midst of 
the installation service he took the synod 

cross off from around his neck and placed it 

upon newly installed Bishop Bill Tesch.  Then 
Larry stepped off the platform.  He did not 

return to sit with the Bishops who were 

present, instead he walked over and sat with 
the pastors of the synod who were present 

Gospel Seeds - January 2020  
A Monthly Update from Western ND Synod Staff 
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for the installation.  I loved the imagery in 

that act. 
   The polity of our church is that a pastor is 

raised up by a synod assembly to serve as  

its Bishop, for a time.  It is not a life time 
appointment.  When the term comes to an 

end a bishop returns to being a pastor of  

the synod. 

   February 18th will be my last day in the 
office, I will take three days of vacation 

before beginning my new call at Trinity 

Lutheran in Bismarck.  I am thankful for my 
days of serving as Bishop, but I am truly 

looking forward to returning to the role of 

parish pastor. 
   This is my pledge to the synod and whoever 

is the next Bishop:  I will be a quiet positive 

presence.  I will be deeply committed to my 
work in the congregation. I will work in 

cooperation with the other pastors in the 

community and in my conference.   
   Until the next Bishop is elected, I will be a 

supporter and advocate for Interim Bishop 

Dave Zellmer and the synod staff.  God has 

richly blessed us with these servants and for 
that I am thankful.  

Last Words 

   The best last word I can say is “Thank You.”  
Your prayers and partnership have been a 

blessing.  I am honored to have served you. 
 

God Bless All!  
 

Mark Narum 

Serving as Bishop of the 
Western North Dakota Synod 
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Library Link 

LeAnn Severson 
 

 If you are looking for 

reading material or DVDs 

to watch that “touch the 

heart”, you’ll find a great  

selection in our church  

library. One book that I 

recommend is THE FELT 

HEART by Annika  

Plummer.  In her self-published book, 

Plummer tells the story( in rhyme) of her 

four year-old nephew’s inspiring actions 

following a children’s sermon given at 

Sims Scandinavian Lutheran Church in 

Sims, North Dakota. 

 Even though this book is placed in the 

children’s section, adult readers will also 

be moved by this heart-warming short  

story.  Makes me want to start a red felt 

heart movement! 

 Francine Rivers REDEEMING LOVE,  

HUMOR FOR THE HEART, A FORGIVING 

HEART, HAVING A MARY HEART IN A 

MARTHA WORLD by JoAnn Weaver and 

others are on display in the library.   

 Come in and check them out.  

"At sunrise everything is luminous 

but not clear. It is those we live 

with and love and should know who 

elude us. You can love completely 

without complete understanding." 

     - Norman Maclean 
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Details can be found in the Memorial Book in  

the Gathering Place.  

Faith Lutheran Church—Memorials 

For ENDOWMENT FUND, in memory of  Loretta Link 

Financial Update 
 

General Fund Revenues 

December, $80,321; 

Year to date, $578,918 
 

General Fund Expenditures 

December, $50,143; 

Year to date, $565,864 
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Con Artists Don’t Care How Hard You Worked. 

 Today and every day, Lutheran World Relief Quilts and 

Kits of Care give families around the world some of life’s  

essentials, as well as a reminder that they are not alone. 

From chronic poverty and conflict to drought and ty-

phoon, the intensity of humanitarian needs continues to 

increase. Your quilts and kits are urgently needed!  

 Anyone can work on a quilt or kit project. It strengthens 

fellowship within your congregation, serves as a faith  

witness to your community and brings you closer to your 

global neighbors. The gifts you give through these projects 

are an immeasurable blessing to families around the 

world. 

 FLC wants to give a very big thank you to Florence and 

Virgil Sailer for their loyal dedication to Lutheran World 

Relief. They have been sewing quilt tops for many years 

and just completed their 1000th! 

 Want to learn more about protecting yourself from 

identify theft, fraud and scams? AARP Fraud Fighter  

volunteer Eunice Meidinger will present a program at  

Faith Lutheran Church on  

Thursday, February 13, at 9:00 am. 

 Hear about the latest scams and tactics used by  

con artists, whether by phone, online or in-person.  

Participants can learn how to recognize the tricks con 

artists use and how to protect themselves from fraud. 
 

Sponsored by Men of Faith. 
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 Wooly Boys is a 2001 American comedy drama 

film directed by Leszek Burzynski and starring Peter  

Fonda, Kris Kristofferson, and Joseph Mazzello. The  

screenplay concerns sheep ranchers in he Badlands of  

North Dakota. 

 Charles (Joseph Mazzello) has no idea what he's in for when his 

Grandfather, Stoney (Peter Fonda) comes to Minneapolis for medical 

treatment.  A pampered big city kid, Charles has a difficult time  

relating to this old man from a sheep ranch.  But when Stoney's pal 

Shuck (Kris Kristofferson) shows up to break him out of the hospital, 

Charles is swept up in the adventure of a lifetime.  From a stolen 

hearse to a wild, hilarious race back to the Badlands of North Dakota, 

Charles learns to be a "wooly boy" and appreciate his roots.  This 

funny, heartwarming story underlines the power of family and  

friendship and shows us that it's never too late. 
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Faith Lutheran ELCA College Scholarship 

Applications are due APRIL 5. 

 All students who are members of Faith Lutheran Church and are  

planning to attend an ELCA college are eligible to apply for a tuition  

scholarship for the 2020-2021 school year.  The Learning Task Group will 

review all applications following the APRIL 5 deadline. 

 Application forms are available at the Concierge Table and on the  

FLC website.  

Monday, February 10 

at 7:00 PM 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drama_film
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter_Fonda
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter_Fonda
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kris_Kristofferson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter_Fonda
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kris_Kristofferson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/North_Dakota
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 Since I have been at Faith Lutheran, I have gone on the ski trips every year.  This year will be 

my eighth trip!  The first time was as a participant and since then as the director.  I love to ski, 

so much in fact that I have been skiing in many states- and even in the Austrian Alps when I 

was backpacking Europe.  Skiing is a great time to enjoy nature and see some of the real 

beauty of God's creation.   

 For those of you who have never went on a trip- it is not necessarily for the youth.  We  

organize it through the youth activities but everyone is invited to come along.  It is a great  

adventure for families, because although skiing can be very expensive, with our fundraising 

we can save $40-$60 per person.  Also, when we get at least 20 people skiing we get a group 

rate so you can save even more.  Most times we have been able to have a pastor along as  

well, and every night we have a group devotion.   

 I have truly come to  

enjoy and treasure my 

time and the families that 

have attended this trip.  

I feel we have all grown 

together and have many 

great stories that we have 

continued to share.  Like 

the time a whole bunch of 

our group was pausing for 

a rest, so I thought I would 

show off and pull a great 

stunt.  I had my worst 

crash of any trip and one 

youth stated it was a  

garage sale fall.  There was 

stuff everywhere.   

 Whether you are young or old you are welcome to join us.  And remember- you can ski or 

board!  Hopefully, we will see you next year.   

P    wder Anyone? 
~Kenny Opsal, Youth Education Coordinator 
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Church School News 
Second quarter will be going towards Tracy’s Sanctuary House. 
So far we have raised $219.60.  Parent/Student sessions in Feb-
ruary will be with the third graders.  No church school on 2/16 
& 2/19. 

February 15-18 

SKI TRIP 

KENNY’S 
KORNER 

Please find a substitute if you cannot be present. 

Kid’s Bible Verse of the Month 

May the Lord bless you and keep you. 

- Numbers 6:24 

PIZZA SCHEDULE 
2/5    Mya Pfenning  
2/19 
2/26    Cyan Sorenson  
2/12   Kira Schneider 

Wednesdays  
7pm 
Caleb Caitlyn & Cambree Brady 
John Mickelson 

Sundays  
8:30am 
Matthew Wilkens / Drew 
Heisler 
 
 

11am 
Hannah Ryberg 
Lucas Ryberg 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS  

ACOLYTES  

7pm 
Megan Zins & Brynn Zins 

FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH CIRCLE SCHEDULE 
 

 

All women of Faith Lutheran Church are invited to attend these circle meetings to enjoy  

bible study and companionship with fellow women. 
 

Esther Circle:    First Thursday of the month at 9:00am in the East Room at FLC.   
         Contacts: Margene Granfor (734-6370) or Marge Loritz (323-7643) 
Mary Martha Circle: First Thursday of each month at 1:30PM in the East Room at FLC.  
         Contacts:  Marlys Kramer (223-9302) or Barb Holwegner (255-1390) 
Ruth Circle:     Second Thursday of the month at 7:15PM in the East Room at FLC. 
         Contacts:  Connie Isaak (258-2025) or Mercy Carkuff (258-6262) 
Demaris Circle:   First Thursday of the month at 10:00am in the church library. 
         Contact:  Judy Kocis (255-3969) 
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Faith Lutheran Church  

1402 E Avenue C   

Bismarck, ND  58501-4398 

www.faithbismarck.com 

(701)223-2236 
   

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

February 2020 
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