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FAITH LUTHERAN 

CHURCH CLERGY 
 

Pastor Derek Harkins 

(Fridays off) 

Pastor Sylvia Bull 

(Fridays off) 

 
WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

For upto date 
information please 
refer to the weekly 

bulletin or the website 
at faithbismarck.com  
or the Facebook page. 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Thursday 
8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

Friday: 8:00 am - Noon 

 

Pastoral Care 

Emergency Number 

701-595-0223  
 

Answering machine is 
available evenings and 

weekends when the 
office is not staffed. 

Office is generally open 
during the lunch hour. 



Pastoral Ministries 

 

Baptisms: 

Cecilia Ruth Mills 

 

Funerals: 

Victor Lemke 

Marc Siverson 

Alma Allmendinger 

Lyle Huwe 

Joan Kobs 

Erwin Kobs 

 

FLC Executive Team 

Jennifer Prince, Chair 

Doug Johnson, Vice-Chair 

Tina Anderson, Vice-Chair 

Steve Sundvor, Secretary 

Hope Schreiner, Treasurer 

The deadline to submit information to the News and 

Views newsletter is the 10th of each month prior to the 

next newsletter. The Church bulletin deadline each week 

is at noon on Tuesday for the coming Sunday bulletin. 
 

Articles, schedules, etc., can be sent by email to  

donna.bisfaith@gmail.com. For additional information,  

call the church office at 701-223-2236. 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 

General Fund Revenues 
August, $42,346; to date, $354,898 

 

General Fund Expenditures 

August, $45,224; to date, $354,488 
 

CHURCH MEMORIALS 
For Endowment Fund 

 in memory of Victor Lemke 
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Pastor Sylvia’s Parables 

“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under  

heaven… a time to tear, and a time to sew.” Ecclesiastes 3:1,7  

 I was in middle or high school when my mom started teaching me to  

knit. I do not remember why I asked her to teach me, or what we made.  

I do remember that it was frustrating at first: I could not get my tension  

right or manage all the things I had to hold. I had forget where I was in the 

pattern or drop a stitch or end up with something wrong and have NO IDEA 

what happened.  

 I have become a much better knitter since those early days. I have 

learned new skills, gained confidence, and am willing to try more adventurous patterns. But that 

does not mean I do not still make mistakes. A big moment in my knitting career was the day I  

realized that when I made a mistake, I could actually tell what went wrong just by looking at the 

stitches! Often, when I notice something go amiss these days, I can go back just a few stitches and 

fix it. 

 But not always. Sometimes, you must take out a whole row. Ugh! And sometimes, there is  

nothing for it but to unravel the whole thing and start again.  

 Unraveled - this is the theme of our fall worship series. Over the next 8 weeks, we will hear  

stories from scripture about lives and hopes and dreams coming unraveled, and how God is present 

with us in those situations. But we will also hear about God doing some unraveling, too - taking 

apart the wrong things in our world and in us. Like in knitting, sometimes the best way forward is  

to unravel the whole thing and start fresh. Or, as Ecclesiastes tells us, there is a time to tear -  

to unravel - to take things apart.  

 You see, the thing with knitting is that you can use that unraveled yarn again. You can roll it 

back up and it is ready for the next project, or for the fresh start at the current one. Once you have 

done the painful work of unraveling, you are ready for something new.  

 God is all about unraveling things like sin, death, scarcity, fear, despair, shame, guilt, hard-

heartedness, and injustice so that new things can come into being. Things like life and joy and 

peace and justice. God unravels us each day through baptism so that we can be knit again into the 

people God intends us to be. There is a time to sew! All that used and unraveled yarn is ready to be 

made into something new and wonderful for the sake of the world.  

 Right now, it feels to me like everything is unraveling. And it does not feel good. It feels scary 

and strange and uncertain. In the middle of this unraveling, it is pretty hard to see what new thing 

God might be about to start knitting. But God IS at work - even if we cannot see it.  

  I hope you’ll join us in these next few weeks as we explore this theme of unraveling, and as 

we pray for the Holy Spirit to help us see what new thing God is sewing out of the unraveled 

threads of our lives. Grace and peace to you in this time. I am so glad that God has knit us together 

into this community. 
 

 In Christ, 

 Pastor Sylvia 
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Brothers and sisters in Christ of the Western North 
Dakota Synod, grace and peace to you from our  
savior Jesus! 
 

As I write my first Gospel Seeds, it is September 19, 
2020. I’m late for the deadline. I am telling myself that 
missing my first deadline after serving only 19 days  
as bishop is the result of all the amazing things I’ve 
already experienced in this new call. I haven’t had a 
chance to sit down and write. 
 

Visits and Travel 
I have already logged nearly 1,000 miles across the 
synod in order to gather for worship, spend a few 
days with several of our seminary students at a  
candidacy retreat, attend the fall Rostered Ministers 
gathering, meet with several church councils, and  
experience in new ways the incredible beauty of God’s 
good creation in western North Dakota. 
 

It is my hope to be able to visit as many congregations 
and parishes as possible over the next year. In many 
places, it might be best to do this via digital platforms 
like Zoom. However, if it is safe to do so, I’d love to 
join you in-person. Even though I’ve spent my entire 
life in western North Dakota, there are many corners 
of our synod that I have yet to see.  
 

Rostered Minister’s Gathering 

Every September the Rostered Ministers Gathering 
takes place in Medora. It is a few days set aside for 
prayer and continuing education, networking and 
worship, and most importantly – rest. 
 

This year’s gathering was different with leaders  
gathering in-person and online across the synod.  
The important part of the event this year was not 
where our leaders were gathering, but that they  
were able to gather. I’m very grateful for that. 

Joel Friesz with the Restorative Justice program at  
Lutheran Social Services of North Dakota was our 
guest speaker. He was invited to be part of this year’s 
gathering by the Cultural Competency Committee of 
our Synod Council. 
 

COVID-19 & In-Person Gatherings 
COVID-19 continues to be part of our life together. 
The COVID-19 page of the synod website (http://
wndsynod.org/covid19/) has dozens of resources that 
will be helpful for congregational leaders. Whatever 
decisions your congregation is making regarding  
in-person gatherings and events this fall, may Jesus’ 
teaching to “love your neighbor as yourself.”  
(Matthew 22:39) guide your process and decisions. 
 

Synod Staffing 
Your synod staff continue to serve on your behalf. I’m 
grateful for Beth, Sherie, Faith, Murray, Matthew  
and Carrie! They are a gift and I’m glad they will be 
continuing to serve, even if it is with me. 
 

Laurie Jesz, the synod’s Office Assistant, is no longer 
with us. We wish Laurie well and thank her for her 
service to the synod. We are currently developing an 
updated job description for a part-time Administrative 
Assistant. It is our hope to begin interviewing for this 
position soon. In the meantime, there may not always 
be someone answering the phone when you call the 
synod office.  
 

Finally, thank you! Thank you for your continued  
prayers for Wendy and me. Wendy’s recovery  
continues to move forward, slowly but surely. Her  
surgeon told us recently that “we’re going to win this 
one.” I believe he is right. But the journey to the win 
sure feels like a long, long road to travel. 
 

Serving in Christ together, 
Bishop Craig Schweitzer 

  A Monthly Update from Western ND Synod                                   Oct. 2020 

Bishop Craig Schweitzer 

http://wndsynod.org/covid19/
http://wndsynod.org/covid19/
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Instructions: 

Write prayers on fabric strips and return them to us at worship or drop them off at the 

church office. Some ideas are below: 

1. Write a short prayer to God naming something that has unraveled in your life, or  

asking God to unravel something in you that you wish to release. 

2. Write a short prayer naming a plan that has fallen apart or a time when you felt  

unraveled. How has God been present in that tine? 

3. Fill in the blank: “Dear God, please weave ________________ into my life.” 

What happens when our world falls apart? 

How do we press onward when our tightly-knit plans unravel into loose threads? 

What do we become when our identity - or the path we are on - comes undone? 

What if all of this is not the end we fear it will be? 

 

In our unraveling, sometimes life surprises us with unexpected joy, love, and hope - with a new  

beginning we could not have imagined. Sometimes we need God to unravel us, for we long to be 

changed. This fall, we explore 10 stories of unraveled shame, identity, fear, grief, dreams, and  

expectations. These are stories where God meets us in the  unraveling, weaving our plans - and us  

into something new. 
 

As part of this series, we will be working on an art installation for worship that reflects the unraveling 

of our lives and God’s work of weaving us back together. These fabric strips will be incorporated into 

the project along the way. Thank you for sharing your prayers and hopes with us. 
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Hello Church School and Confirmation 

parents, due to Covid, we are all  

dealing with lots of changes and this is 

particularly true with all our church 

school, confirmation, and youth activity 

planning.  I would like to give updates in the following three areas.   

Please have patience with us and yourselves as we try to navigate 

through this tough and frustrating time.  We are trying our best to 

meet the needs of all our families, and I welcome any feedback.   
 

Church School:  We are due to start rally day on Oct. 4 & 7.  We  

encourage you to come to either service Sunday Oct. 4 at 2:00 PM or Wednesday Oct 7 at 6:15 

PM.  We will have rally day immediately following the service.  We will be handing out bags which 

will include items you will need for this year's church school activities.  Each bag will have Activity 

pamphlets, additional worksheets, family pages, a craft activity, and two banks for the first two  

offering quarters (along with information about the ministries we will be supporting).  We will also 

let hybrid participants know at Rally Day which designation they are A or B.  The schedule will rotate 

weeks between A and B.  Every week we will have video lessons for online only students and the  

off-week hybrid students.  Church School time will be as normal on Sundays at 9:45AM and  

Wednesdays at 6:00PM. 
 

Confirmation:  (Please bring $25 fee the first lesson) 
 

7th Grade:  Will coincide with the church school schedule.  This will be run by Brooke Sundvor  
who has been our 7th grade leader for many years.    The schedule will rotate weeks between A  
and B.  Week A will be in person students.  Week B will be online only students.  Confirmation will  
be from 6:00PM-7:00PM as normal on Wednesday nights. 
 

8th/9th Grade:  Will still be once a month but with a rotating schedule between groups A, B, and 

C.  The month will contain three different weeks (rather than the normal 1).  One week will be Group 

A, the next will be group B, and then group C.  Class will run from 4:30 PM to 6:00 PM.  We will send 

and publish a schedule for you to follow very soon, with your designation. 

 

Youth: 
 

Events will be slightly different.  We typically like to meet for coffee and of course no coffee houses 
are even open.  We will not be doing that this year.  We are open to any suggestions for activities,  
so please feel free to share.  We also would like to do a summer trip next year (Lord willing) as  
there is no National Youth convention- it was cancelled due to Covid.  So, stay tuned for further  
announcements.  
 
Thanks for your attention in these matters; if you have any questions feel free to contact me at  
223- 2236 or by email at kenny.bisfaith@midconetwork.com  

KENNY’S 

KORNER 
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Front row:  Bridget Weatherly, Hailey Dykema, Rylee DeWall, Mya Pfenning, Aimee Hausauer-Johnson, 

Kira Schneider, Monique Kuntz  Back row:  Pastor Derek Harkins, Aidan Odden, Hailey Rath,  

Alvin Nygard, Brady Weatherly, Troy Olson Jr., Cyan Sorenson, Carson Brandenberg, Pastor Sylvia Bull 

 to the Confirmation Class of 2020 

The Service of Installation of Rev. Craig Schweitzer as Bishop of the  

Western ND Synod - ELCA will be held Sunday November 1st at 4:00PM  

(CT) at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Bismarck.  The Synod Council  

invites all members of the roster and our congregations to join in the  

celebration via Livestream.   
 

Due to COVID gathering restrictions and precautions, the number of in  

person attendees will be very limited and by invitation only.  Your Synod 

Council - consisting of lay and rostered leaders from each of the Synod's  

seven conferences - will be present as physical representatives of the body 

of Christ in Western ND.   

Installation of Bishop Craig Schweitzer 
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Did you know that Allen Wanner, a  

long-time member of Faith Lutheran 

Church, was highlighted in the Bismarck 

Tribune the end of July? If you missed 

that article you should visit bismarck-

tribune.com and find the article that 

ran in the paper on July 26, 2020.  
 

Allen recently turned 90 (July 27, 2020) 

and is still a practicing barber at his 

shop in Mandan. Allan has been an  

active member of Faith Lutheran 

Church since 1960 and raised his  

family up in the church creating many 

memories and relationships. We give 

God thanks for Allen and his vocation! 

http://bismarcktribune.com/
http://bismarcktribune.com/
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THANK YOU to the men of the church who are always there to help with the  

loading and sending of our World Relief kits and quilts. As always to all the 

cutters, sorters, servers, packers and givers who make a difference in lives who 

are in need. Our shipment sent 71 quilts to World Relief and 27 layettes. One  

hundred sixteen dresses to Africa, eight quilts to Welcome House. Seven quilts 

and three boxes of sheets and pillowcases, plus backpack, comforter and mattress 

pad was sent to those who lost all in the Mandan apartment fire. We will send  

another shipment in October with health, school and layettes. We encourage you 

to bring items for kits to church. Thank you again.  

~ FLCW 

Clergy and Ministry Staff Contact Information 

Derek Harkins, Senior Pastor /  701-891-9175 / derek.bisfaith@gmail.com 

Sylvia Bull, Associate Pastor / 406-750-3956 / sylvia.bisfaith@gmail.com 

Lisa Aamodt, Accountant / 701-223-2236 /  lisa.bisfaith@gmail.com 

Janine Johannes, Music Leader / 701-223-2236 /  janine.bisfaith@gmail.com 

Cheryl Johnson, Office Manager / 701-223-2236 / cheryl.bisfaith@midconetwork.com 

Kenny Opsal, Director of Education & Youth / 701-223-2236 / kenny.bisfaith@midconetwork.com 

Randy Smith, Maintenance Supervisor / 701-223-2236  





Faith Lutheran Church  

1402 E Avenue C   

Bismarck, ND  58501-4398 

www.faithbismarck.com 

(701)223-2236 
   

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

October 2020 
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Heal me, Lord, and I will be healed; 

Save me and I will be saved, 

For you are the one I praise. 

Jeremiah 17:14 

http://www.bis-faith.org/
http://www.bis-faith.org/

