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FAITH LUTHERAN 
CHURCH CLERGY 

 

Pastor Steve Sathre 

(Fridays off) 

Pastor Sylvia Bull 

(Mondays off) 

 
WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY: 8:30am & 11am 

WEDNESDAY: 7pm 

 

Sunday worship rides are 
available by calling the 

Church office on or before 
Friday morning. 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Thursday 
8:00am - 5:00pm 

Friday: 8:00am - noon 
 

Answering machine is 
available evenings and 

weekends when the 
office is not staffed. 

Office is generally open 
during the lunch hour. 

News and Views 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We are building a welcoming, nurturing faith community that is guided by Jesus and shares the Gospel.  



The deadline to submit  

information to the 

News and Views newsletter is 

the 10th of each month prior 

to the next newsletter.  

 

The Church bulletin deadline 

each week is at noon on  

Tuesday for the coming  

Sunday bulletin. 

 

Articles, schedules, etc.,  

can be sent by email to  

donna.bisfaith@gmail.com. 

For additional information,  

call the church office at  

701-223-2236. 

Clergy and Ministry Staff Contact Information 

Steve Sathre, Interim Lead Pastor / 701-391-6864 / steve.bisfaith@gmail.com 

Sylvia Bull, Associate Pastor / 406-750-3956 / sylvia.bisfaith@gmail.com 

Lisa Aamodt, Accountant / 701-223-2236 /  lisa.bisfaith@gmail.com 

Janine Johannes, Music Leader / 701-223-2236 /  janine.bisfaith@gmail.com 

Cheryl Johnson, Office Manager / 701-223-2236 / cheryl.bisfaith@midconetwork.com 

Robert Marquez, Custodian / 701-223-2236 

Kenny Opsal, Director of Education & Youth / 701-223-2236 / kenny.bisfaith@midconetwork.com 

Randy Smith, Maintenance Supervisor / 701-223-2236  

Donna Weigel, Communication Assistant / 701-223-2236 / donna.bisfaith@gmail.com 

Pastoral Ministries 
 

Baptisms 
Brooks Wayne Geis 
 
 

Weddings 
Kyle Helfrich and Kayla Haas 
 
 

Funerals 
Loretta Link 
Elverna Schlichenmayer 

FLC Executive Team 
Jennifer Prince, Chair 
Doug Johnson, Vice-Chair 
Tina Anderson, Vice-Chair 
Steve Sundvor, Secretary 
Hope Schreiner, Treasurer 



Pastor Sylvia’s Parables 
“God rest you merry, gentlemen, let nothing you dismay;  
remember Christ our Savior was born on Christmas day,  
to save us all from Satan’s power when we had gone astray.  
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy!  
O tidings of comfort and joy!”  -18th century English carol 

 
Dear friends in Christ, 

 The holiday season is upon us, with all its busy-ness and fullness. For some of us, it may be 

full of laughter, fun, and excitement - a time of joy and gladness which we delight to share 

with our friends and family. For others, the excitement and joy may be worn thin by stress 

and worry - whether about work, finances, illness, or family struggles. For yet others, the 

holidays bring powerful reminders of loved ones who have died, creating deep wells of grief 

and loneliness that threaten to overwhelm us.  

 During our midweek services this Advent season, we’ll hear stories of people from the Bible 

who react to the good news about Jesus’ birth in a variety of ways - with fear, confusion, 

doubt, and curiosity. We’ll reflect on the meaning of this good news for our lives today, and 

be reminded that, regardless of our reaction, God meets us where we are, bringing comfort 

and joy in even the most difficult circumstances. 

 If you receive the good news of Jesus’ birth with joy this Christmas, you are welcome here.  

Come share your enthusiasm and delight with us, like Elizabeth and the shepherds of long ago!   

 If you’re struggling to believe, or confused about what this all means, you are welcome 

here. Come with your questions and doubts, like Zechariah and Mary. 

 If you’re weighed down with grief, unsure if you can hold it together, you are welcome 

here. Come with your tears, your loneliness, and your fears about the future, like Joseph. 

 At Christmas, we hear the promise of Immanuel - that “God-with-Us” comes to share our 

life and is truly with us in every circumstance. May this good news bring you comfort and joy 

in this and every season. 
 

In Christ, 

Pastor Sylvia 
 
 
 
 
 For those who may be struggling with grief or loneliness this season, I invite you to join us for  
a Longest Night/Blue Christmas service at Heart River Lutheran Church in Mandan on Tuesday,  
December 17 at 7:00pm. Blue Christmas worship services create space where people can come  
into the house of God to lament, pray, weep, and remember at what can be an especially difficult 
time of year. If you’re struggling in this season, consider joining us for this very meaningful  
service. I’d also invite you to contact me in person or by phone or email, so that I can be holding you 
in prayer during this time. 



Thank You 
   One thing I notice across this synod is the 
generosity of the people here.  You share 
your time, talents and money for the sake of 
ministry that makes a difference in people’s 
lives. Thank you for your sharing what God 
has first given you! 
   Schools are being built, young women are 
getting scholarships for college, devastation 
due to civil unrest is being repaired in the 
Central African Republic because you have 
supported “Sweet Deal for C.A.R.” Thanks  
for your generosity.  It is one way we help 
support the Evangelical Lutheran Church  
in C.A.R. 
   College students at Minot State have a  
place to grow in their faith because of your 
support. Some of you have welcomed these 
students into your congregations to hear of 
their faith and outreach. Others have taken 
soup to the every Tuesday gathering on 
Campus (350 people a week are being fed 
and nurtured through this ministry), still 
others share of financial resources to help 
keep this ministry operating.  To all of you,  
I say thank you. Your financial support also 
allows the Western North Dakota Synod to 
share financial resources to support campus 
ministry at NDSU and UND.  Now can we 
dream our way into ministry in Williston, 
Dickinson, Bismarck and Bottineau? Let’s  
see where the Spirit leads. 
   Thank you to those of you who have 
financially supported the synod Endowment 
Funds. There are now over three million in 
assets. This past October we were able to 
capture almost $100,000 in gains which will 

be used for seminary scholarships, seminary 
debt buy-down, mission outreach and staffing 
support to make these ministries happen.  
Thanks for your faithful generosity which 
helps make proclamation of the Good News 
of Jesus possible. 
   As we near the end of the year – know that 
the financial gifts you share are used wisely.  
There is still the possibility of making a gift to 
any of our three endowment funds with the 
possibility of qualifying for tax incentives. If 
you need more information, contact me or 
Faith Simonieg. We would love to help you 
continue to support Christ-centered 
ministries which are important to you.   
    Thanks again for your generosity! 
 
Thank You Events… 
   In January there will be a series of six  
thank you events across the synod. It will be  
a chance for me to thank all of you for the 
past 11½ years of ministry as your Bishop. We 
will gather in Bismarck, Dickinson, Williston, 
Lignite, Minot and Rugby. Details are still 
being worked out on locations and times –  
 so watch your email, the synod Facebook 
page, or our website for details. 
   Together, we will share food, a chance to 
engage Scripture, talk about what we have 
learned together and most of all, I will get  
a chance to say thanks for the wonderful 
ways you have blessed God’s world here in 
Western North Dakota. I hope to see you at 
one of the events. 
 
 
 

Gospel Seeds - December 2019  
A Monthly Update from Western ND Synod Staff 
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Tidbits… 
• Lutheran Social Services CEO, Jessica 

Thomasson has accepted a position with 
the Human Services Department of the 
State of North Dakota.  We thank Jessica 
for her leadership and wish her well. 

• Synod staff have had a great time this fall 
working with seven congregations in 
setting Mission, Vision and Values.  If you 
are interested in such work with your 
congregation, contact the office. 

• Bread of Life in Minot has a new pastor – 
thanks be to God!  The new pastor has 
not shared the news with his current 
congregation, so we will wait to share his 
name with all of you. 

• Shepherd’s Table, previously known as 
Good Shepherd Lutheran in Williston has 
received word they have received a 
ministry grant from our Churchwide 
partners.  Exciting ministry opportunities 
are beginning to happen thanks to lots of 
partners and God’s faithfulness. 

 Just a reminder – the Synod Office will  
be closed from December 24th  through 
January 2nd.  Staff will stop in to pick up 
mail and make deposits as congregations 
share mission support.  Bishop Mark will be 
available for any questions that arise – call 
701-629-9992.  

 
God Bless All!  
 
Mark Narum 
Serving as Bishop of the 
Western North Dakota Synod 
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Financial Update 
 

General Fund Revenues 

October, $45,464; to date, $447,864 
 

General Fund Expenditures 

October, $41,007; to date, $471,200 

Details can be found in the Memorial Book in 

the Gathering Place. 
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Faith Lutheran Church—Memorials 
For ENDOWMENT FUND, in memory of  
 Marge Dick 
 Elverna Schlichenmayer 
 Loretta Link 
For GENERAL FUND, in memory of  
 Marge Dick 
For CHAIRS, in memory of  
 Shirley Pedersen 
 

For CHAIRS, in honor of 
 Diane Laub 
 Marlys Kramer 
 Mercy Carkuff 
 Barb Holwegner 
 

For EDUCATION, in honor of 
 The Baptism of Brooks Geis 
 

For MUSIC, in memory of  
 Elverna Schlichenmayer 
 

For ALTAR GUILD, in memory of Verna Kauk 
 

For THE BANQUET, in memory of  loved ones 
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Memorial Christmas Tree Ornaments 
 

 The Faith Lutheran Crafters have created  

this year’s edition of a Christmas tree ornament 

that can be purchased to memorialize a loved 

one or to honor a family member or someone 

special to you. 

 The ornaments will hang on the church  

tree during the Christmas season. When the  

ornaments are removed from the tree in  

January, they will be returned to the purchaser  

as a keepsake.   

 These ornaments are available for purchase 

for $5 each. You can call the church office to  

reserve yours. 

 The proceeds from the sale of the ornaments 

will be given to a mission within the church and/

or community yet to be determined.  
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Orphan Horse is a movie based on a young 

runaway who escapes her miserable foster 

home and takes refuge in a nearby rancher’s 

barn. When she forms a bond with a young  

orphaned filly horse, the rancher reluctantly 

agrees to temporarily provide the girl shelter 

in exchange for her help with the troubled 

horse. The more the runaway and the rancher 

learn about each other’s  troubled past, the 

further it takes them on a journey that will  

ultimately alter the course of their lives, forever.  
Monday, December 9 

at 7:00 PM 

The December annual Cookie Walk is almost here!  

Saturday, December 7 at 9:00 am 
The time of year to share your favorite Christmas treats has arrived.  

The community is invited to shop the cookies and specialty items and choose their  

favorites. The cookies will be charged by the pound and the specialty items marked 

individually. Last year there were approximately 300 dozen cookies available and 

within a few hours they were sold out. So come early!  
 

Please consider bringing several dozen cookies or specialty items to  

the church on Friday, December 6th. 
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Men of Faith “Christmas Dinner” 
 

Thursday, December 5 at 6:00 pm. 

$10 for adults 

children under 10 are free 
Tickets are available in the gathering area. 

Proceeds will support the Baptismal Chests 
and the Bus Transportation ministries. 

Please join in for fellowship, entertainment 
and “Best Bars.” 

Library Link 

LeAnn Severson 
 

 During my trip to Hostfest in Minot, I was looking 

forward to meeting author, Lauraine Snelling. 

Unfortunately, due to personal illness, she was unable 

to attend this year. 

 I did purchase the 4th book in her UNDER NORTHERN 

SKIES series, entitled A SONG OF JOY. Those of you 

who have read this series can learn more about Nilda 

Carlson and her new life in Minnesota. Snelling’s RED 

RIVER OF THE NORTH series along with several stand-

alone novels are available for check-out at the 

church library. 

 For those who have read Shelley Shepard Gray’s 

SECRETS OF CRITTENDEN COUNTY series, you will 

enjoy the next book entitled PEACE, a Crittenden 

County Christmas.  This and many other Christmas 

books and DVDs are on display and available for 

check-out in the library.  Treat your children or grandchildren 

to reading together some of the delightful Christmas books on display, as well.  
 

See you in the library. 
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Church School News 
We have rotated the giving calendar. The first quarter we will 
given to the Women’s Chair Fund. Please help us seat the 
church! We have already raised $670.00. 

Christmas Program at  Missouri 
Slope on Wednesday, December 11. 
 

 If you are interested in helping out  
please contact Kenny. 

Pizza Schedule 
12/4 - Carson Brandengberg 
12/11 - N/A 
12/18 - N/A 
12/25 - N/A 

C O N F I R M A T I O N  N E W S  

ACOLYTE SCHEDULE 
 
 

SUNDAY DATES:      1    8   15   22  29  
 

8:30am 
Ethan Meckle 

 

11am 
Monique Kuntz 
Isabella Capan 

 

WEDNESDAY DATES:      4    11   18   25  
 

7pm 
Caleb Caitlyn & Cambree Brady 

John Mickelson 
 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS:  
Harrison Reichert & Allie Salter 

Please find a substitute if you cannot be present.  

“You are the light of the world. A city 

built on a hill cannot be hid.” 

 - Mathew 5:14 

KENNY’S 
KORNER 

CHRISTMAS  

BLESSINGS!  

PEACE 

JOY 

LOVE 

HOPE 
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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH CIRCLE SCHEDULE 
 

 

All women of Faith Lutheran Church are invited to attend these circle meetings to enjoy  

bible study and companionship with fellow women. 
 

Esther Circle:    First Thursday of the month at 9:00am in the East Room at FLC.   
         Contacts: Margene Granfor (734-6370) or Marge Loritz (323-7643) 
Mary Martha Circle: First Thursday of each month at 1:30PM in the East Room at FLC.  
         Contacts:  Marlys Kramer (223-9302) or Barb Holwegner (255-1390) 
Ruth Circle:     Second Thursday of the month at 7:15PM in the East Room at FLC. 
         Contacts:  Connie Isaak (258-2025) or Mercy Carkuff (258-6262) 
Demaris Circle:   First Thursday of the month at 10:00am in the church library. 
         Contact:  Judy Kocis (255-3969) 

http://www.bis-faith.org/
http://www.bis-faith.org/

