
Third Sunday of Easter 
Sunday, April 26, 2020: 9:30 am 

Lord of Life Lutheran Church, Bismarck, ND 
Pastor Nadine Lehr and Pastor Beth Walch 

 
 

 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
  
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Tremble, O earth, in the presence of your God. 
It is an awesome thing to be surprised by God’s grace. 
 When we sit at table, there is a Presence with us. 
 When we break bread, the love of Christ is revealed. 
We are invited to a mountain top for the feast. 
We are lifted up to see the bounty of the earth. 
 God will wipe away the tears from our faces. 
 Our shame will be no more. 
Let us be glad together. 
Let us meet one another with sincerity and trust. 
 We receive the peace of Christ. 
 God welcomes each of us into the family of faith. 
 
GATHERING HYMN: ELW #384, “THAT EASTER DAY WITH JOY WAS 
BRIGHT”  
1 That Easter day with joy was bright; 
 the sun shone out with fairer light 
 when, to their longing eyes restored, 
 th'apostles saw their risen Lord! 
 
2 O Jesus, king of gentleness, 
 with constant love our hearts possess; 
 to you our lips will ever raise 
 the tribute of our grateful praise. 
 
 

3 O Christ, you are the Lord of all 
 in this our Easter festival, 
 for you will be our strength and shield 
 from ev'ry weapon death can wield. 
 
4 All praise, O risen Lord, we give 
 to you, once dead, but now alive! 
 To God the Father equal praise, 
 and God the Spirit, now we raise! 
 
Text: Latin hymn, 5th cent.; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
The risen Christ invites us to let go of our grief and trust in the promise of new 
life.  Let us open ourselves to self-examination and humbly confess our sins to 
God. 
 
(silence for personal reflection) 
 
Amazing God, we confess that we have ignored your presence and have 
sought to live apart from you.  When mountains tremble and our lives are 
shaken, we give in to despair.  When others offend us, we nurse our 
resentments.  When we feel empty and bereft, our vision is narrowed and our 
hearts are not open to you.  O God, we cannot save ourselves.  Help us to see 
you more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly every 
day.  Amen. 
 
Just as the risen Jesus appeared to the disciples, Christ promises to take away our 
grief and give us new life.  Let us open ourselves to the power and the presence of 
his Word.  We are forgiven and today our lives begin again.  Thanks be to God! 
  
GREETING  
Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.  
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, your Son makes himself known to all his disciples in the breaking of 
bread. Open the eyes of our faith, that we may see him in his redeeming work, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Gospel: Luke 24:13-35  
The Holy Gospel, according to St. Luke, the 24th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord.  
13Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, 
about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14and talking with each other about all these 
things that had happened. 15While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself 
came near and went with them, 16but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 
17And he said to them, ‘What are you discussing with each other while you walk 
along?’ They stood still, looking sad. 18Then one of them, whose name was 
Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not 
know the things that have taken place there in these days?’ 19He asked them, 
‘What things?’ They replied, ‘The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a 
prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 20and how our 
chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified 
him. 21But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all 
this, it is now the third day since these things took place. 22Moreover, some 
women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 
23and when they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they 
had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24Some of those 
who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but 
they did not see him.’ 25Then he said to them, ‘Oh, how foolish you are, and how 
slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! 26Was it not necessary 
that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?’ 27Then 
beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about 
himself in all the scriptures. 28As they came near the village to which they were 
going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. 29But they urged him strongly, 
saying, ‘Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly 
over.’ So he went in to stay with them. 30When he was at the table with them, he 
took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31Then their eyes were 
opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. 32They said to 
each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on 

the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?’ 33That same hour they got up 
and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions 
gathered together. 34They were saying, ‘The Lord has risen indeed, and he has 
appeared to Simon!’ 35Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he 
had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. Praise to you, O 
Christ.  

SERMON: PASTOR NADINE LEHR 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY: ELW #389, “CHRIST IS ALIVE! LET 
CHRISTIANS SING” 
1 Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.  
 The cross stands empty to the sky. 
 Let streets and homes with praises ring. 
 Love, drowned in death, shall never die. 
 
2 Christ is alive! No longer bound 
 to distant years in Palestine, 
 but saving, healing, here and now, 
 and touching ev’ry place and time. 
 
3 In ev’ry insult, rift, and war, 
 where color, scorn, or wealth divide, 
 Christ suffers still, yet loves the more, 
 and lives, where even hope has died. 
 
4 Women and men, in age and youth, 
 can feel the Spirit, hear the call,  
 and find the way, the life, the truth, 
 revealed in Jesus, freed for all. 
 
5 Christ is alive, and comes to bring 
 good news to this and every age, 
 till earth and sky and ocean ring 
 with joy, with justice, love, and praise. 
 
Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936 Text © 1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company, Carol 
Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 
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OFFERING MOMENT 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 
  
LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 
BLESSING  
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 
raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 
and turn your mourning into dancing. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN: ELW #369, “CHRIST THE LORD IS RISEN TODAY, 
ALLELUIA!”  
1 Christ the Lord is ris'n today; Alleluia! 
 Christians, hasten on your way; Alleluia! 
 offer praise with love replete, Alleluia! 
 at the paschal victim's feet. Alleluia! 
 
2 For the sheep the Lamb has bled, Alleluia! 
 sinless in the sinner's stead. Alleluia! 
 Christ the Lord is ris'n on high; Alleluia! 
 now he lives, no more to die. Alleluia! 
 

3 Christ, the victim undefiled, Alleluia! 

 God and sinners reconciled, Alleluia! 
 when contending death and life, Alleluia! 
 met in strange and awesome strife. Alleluia! 
 
4 Christians, on this holy day, Alleluia! 
 all your grateful homage pay; Alleluia! 
 Christ the Lord is ris'n on high; Alleluia! 
 now he lives, no more to die. Alleluia! 
 
Text: attr. Wipo of Burgundy, d. c. 1050; tr. Jane E. Leeson, 1807-1882, alt. 
 
DISMISSAL 
Christ is risen, just as he said. 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
Message: Pastor Nadine Lehr  
Liturgy: Pastor Steve Sathre 
Pianist: Jessica Peterson 
Song Leader: Lora Isakson 
AV/Media: Reid Halvorson, Dallas Anderson and Kenny Opsal 
 
Prayers at Lord of Life: Andre Stephenson, Rev. Richard Beckmen, Brad Kjos, 
Steve Schmidt, Al Reiner, Elias Schiele, Deb Benson, Tim Johnson, Donna 
Zimmerman, Sandi Papke, Shirley O’Brien, Alverna Veitz, Lynn Swenson, Lisa 
Marie Hillman, Barb Poeckes, Arlyn Price, Brenda Rhone, Pastor Murial Lippert, 
Lynn Swenson, George Dendinger, Ron Haugom, Daylen Daniels, Deanna Wahl, 
Shae Hug, Ervin Jose, Ellen Bartz, Beverly Schatz.  
 
Sympathies to Linda Boyd and family on the death of her mother, Meredith Pratt.  
 
Stewardship Info:  General Offering: $5,421.31 
 
March expenses:  $56,943.62     March income:  $52,263.18 
Annual expenses through March: $155,243.55 
Annual income through March: $121,588.10 



April Service Group Leaders:  Mike & Arlyce Malarkey (426-5236  
      Dave & Margo Krabbenhoft (471-2109) 
 
Volunteers: Members with last names starting with “Pusc” through “Say” 
 
The 2020 Flower Chart is available at the Information Desk. The price is $25 
for one bouquet, $50.00 for two bouquets. Checks can be made out to Lord of 
Life with “Altar Flowers” written in the memo line. You are welcome to take the 
flowers after the last service. Flowers not picked up by Monday morning will be 
taken to shut-ins.  
 
LWR Health Care Kits: We will soon begin collecting items for the health care 
kits. Items needed are:  bath towels (dark, lightweight towels are preferred, can be 
lightly used);  Bar soap ( 4 oz. size);  Heavy duty combs;  Adult toothbrushes;  
Nail clippers with file. There will be a display set up during April for you to place 
your items. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attention all Lord of Life Members 
 
At this time of ‘social distancing’, our faith continues to be guided and blessed by 
our wonderful Lord of Life pastors. 
 
April is Pastor Appreciation month and our Lord of Life family will be honoring 
Pastor Nadine and Pastor Beth with a “drive-by” parade to let them know we are 
thankful for their guidance through such a time as this!   
 
The Plan:  
Meet at Century Baptist Church on the corner of north Washington and Buckskin. If 
you wish, get creative and make colorful posters to bring or decorate your vehicle! 
There will be a box in their yards to leave cards as well as flowers.  Please no gift 
cards.  You can also mail cards to each of them (see addresses below).  Drive by 
their homes to honk, wave and blow kisses and pray for our Lord of Life Pastors! 
 
The date/time: 
Friday, May 1 at 4:00 p.m.   Meet and continue together for the drive-by parade.  Or 
you can go on your own anytime until 7:00 p.m.  
 
Share this with your friends and family.  Announcement will also be on the Lord of 
Life Facebook page.  
 
May our trust and faith in God be strengthened as we continue to worship in our 
homes via the Internet.  We all look forward to the time when we will be worshiping 
together in the building. Thanks be to God!   
 
Nadine’s address:  225 Tower Ave. 58501 
Beth’s address:  118 Versailles Ave. 58503    
 
For questions call:   Jessica at the church office 223-2986 or call/text Leslie Riepl 
400-9306. If no answer, please leave a message and we will get back to you.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

“We love, serve, and welcome all so each person knows God’s grace in Christ.” 


