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FAITH LUTHERAN 
CHURCH CLERGY 

 

Pastor Sylvia Bull 

(Mondays off) 

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

SUNDAY: 8:30am & 11am 

WEDNESDAY: 7pm 

 

Sunday worship rides are 
available by calling the 

Church office on or before 
Friday morning. 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Thursday 
8:00am - 5:00pm 

Friday 
8:00am - noon 

Answering machine is 
available evenings and 

weekends when the 
office is not staffed. 

Office is generally open 
during the lunch hour. 

News and Views 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We are building a welcoming, nurturing faith community that is guided by Jesus and shares the Gospel. 

PIE & COFFEE 

DAY 

Saturday, October 26 

9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Faith Lutheran Church 

Treat yourself to a delicious piece of pie, 

tasty rolls, yummy muffins and fresh coffee. 

 

There will be crafts, baked goods, lefse, 

knoephla and a White Elephant sale. 

 
Hosted by Women of Faith 

See page  nine for complete details. 



The deadline to submit  

information to the 

News and Views newsletter is 

the 10th of each month prior 

to the next newsletter.  

 

The Church bulletin deadline 

each week is at noon on  

Tuesday for the coming  

Sunday bulletin. 

 

Articles, schedules, etc.,  

can be sent by email to  

donna.bisfaith@gmail.com. 

For additional information,  

call the church office at  

701-223-2236. 

Clergy and Ministry Staff Contact Information 

Sylvia Bull, Associate Pastor / 406-750-3956 / sylvia.bisfaith@gmail.com 

Lisa Aamodt, Accountant / 701-223-2236 /  lisa.bisfaith@gmail.com 

Janine Johannes, Music Leader / 701-223-2236 /  janine.bisfaith@gmail.com 

Cheryl Johnson, Office Manager / 701-223-2236 / cheryl.bisfaith@midconetwork.com 

Robert Marquez, Custodian / 701-223-2236 

Kenny Opsal, Director of Education & Youth / 701-223-2236 / kenny.bisfaith@midconetwork.com 

Randy Smith, Maintenance Supervisor / 701-223-2236  

Donna Weigel, Communication Assistant / 701-223-2236 / donna.bisfaith@gmail.com 

Pastoral Ministries 
 

Baptisms 
Logan Leigh Johnson 
Brechen Colby Brunner 

Weston Louis Traiser 
 
 

Weddings 
Erika Paige Olson & Scott Dean Weninger 
 
 

Funerals 
Marge Dick 

FLC Executive Team 
Jennifer Prince, Chair 
Doug Johnson, Vice-Chair 
Tina Anderson, Vice-Chair 
Steve Sundvor, Secretary 
Hope Schreiner, Treasurer 



Pastor Sylvia’s Parables 

“We are building a welcoming, nurturing faith community that is guided by 
Jesus and shares the gospel.” - Faith Lutheran Church Mission Statement, 
adopted May 2019 
 What is a church? What is the Church? Is it the building where we go to 

worship on Wednesday night or Sunday morning? Is it the place where we 

spend our holidays, or get married, or say goodbye to loved ones who have 

died? Is the church a social club, where we pay dues to have a place to hang 

out and activities where we can meet up with other people like us?  

 No! The church is not a building, or a business, or a social club. The church  

is, in the words of Jay Beech, “the people, living out their lives  - called,  

enlightened, sanctified for the work of Jesus Christ!”  

 That’s what Faith Lutheran church is: a people, living out our lives here  

in Bismarck, North Dakota. A people who have been called by Jesus, gifted 

with the Holy Spirit, and made holy so that we can love God and love our 

neighbors, not just when we are inside a particular building but each and  

every moment of our lives.  

 We are a people who have come together in this time and place because 

living Jesus’ way is hard, and we need each other. For comfort, strength,  

support, and accountability. For encouragement and challenge.  

 We are a people who have committed to each other, and to following  

Jesus. And we believe that God has work for us to do here, together. That’s 

what mission is. Our new mission statement is our best attempt to put 

words to this work. So: “We are building a welcoming, nurturing faith  

community that is guided by Jesus and shares the gospel.” 

 But a mission statement isn’t worth much if it we don’t know it, or if it 

doesn’t actively guide the ministry that we do together. So this October, we 

will focus on unpacking this mission in worship - learning and thinking about 

it, hearing it in the context of scripture and song, and discerning how it can 

be more fully at the center of our shared life.  

 Come. Come see and hear how much God loves us and how God is calling 

us to build community, follow Jesus, and share the good news.  

 Go. Go continue to be the church in the world, building relationships,  

following Jesus, and sharing God’s love everywhere you are. 

 I am the church. You are the church. We are the church together.  

Thanks be to God! 
                        (Cont. on pg. 7) 
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Sabbatical Reflections 
If you did not know it – this synod is 

blessed by an awesome staff. I know that, but 
once again they proved it this summer as I 
took time away for Sabbatical. I am thankful 
for all of them and the work they engaged. 
   The focus of my time away was around  
issues of transition. Next June during synod 
assembly a new Bishop will be elected.  
During sabbatical I had time to think about 
how to help create a healthy transition plan. 
Part of that has been gathering documents 
and thinking about the things a new Bishop 
will need to know to begin serving in this role.   

This time away also provided time for Jan 
and I to think about what is next for me. We 
spent time with a pastoral counseling center, 
LeaderWise. This was a time of deep  
conversation reflecting on the past eleven 
years and pondering what God’s Holy Spirit 
might be calling me to next.  It was a gift  
to have this time of conversation with a 
trained counselor who is also an ordained 
minister. Stay tuned – more about this will  
be shared soon.   

I also spent time reading – I recommend to 
all congregational leaders the book Uproar  
by Peter Steinke. I was able to attend Luther 
Seminary’s Faithful Leaders gathering in  
Minneapolis. This was an excellent event as 
we continue to try to learn how to connect 
with the world outside our church doors. 

Again, a word of thanks to staff for all  
they did so I could have this space for  
discernment, education, spiritual reflection 
and family time. I want to thank this synod as 
well for the gift of a Sabbatical Policy. 

 

Devotional Podcast 
During my time away I reconnected with a 

phone app I found a while ago. The app is 
called Pray as You Go. It is produced by  
Jesuit Media Initiatives and follows the  
spiritual practices of St. Ignatius of Loyola. I 
find this app to be a way to enter into quiet 
contemplation about life and faith.  I invite 
you to check it out. 
 

Synod Council meets October 25 and 26  
in Bismarck. If there are items you believe 
council should consider let me, one of the 
staff, or a council member know.  The  
agenda is being developed now. 
 

Synod Ministry Review 
What is going well in this synod? What  

are our challenges?  What are the gifts for 
ministry the next Bishop will need? You have 
a chance to be a part of a conversation 
around those and other questions. 

A group of people from churchwide will be 
in the synod October 25 through the 27. This 
team will host 90-minute listening sessions to 
talk with and listen to rostered leaders and 
congregational members.  

We are still working out the details, but 
here are the gathering places: 
October 25 – Bismarck 
October 26 – Hazen 
      Dickinson 
      Williston 
October 27 –  Stanley 
      Minot 
      Harvey or Rugby 
Locations and exact times will be published as 
soon as they are verified.   

Gospel Seeds - October 2019  
A Monthly Update from Western ND Synod Staff 
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I can’t stress strongly enough how  
important these gatherings are both for  
discernment purposes and for setting  
ministry goals for the future.  Please join  
the conversation. 
 

Where will tomorrows leaders come from? 
Currently there are 10 open calls in the 

synod. Seven of them are what we would  
call First Call Openings. This is probably the 
lowest number of openings during my time 
as Bishop.  Several of those congregations 
have candidates before them right now. 

At the same time, we continue to see a  
declining number of candidates entering 
seminary across this church. Those who are 
entering seminary often can’t imagine  
ministry in a place like Western North  
Dakota. All of this is to say that we need to 
continue to pray that God would raise up 
leaders in our midst.  We have gifted people 
among us who have a deep faith in Jesus.   
Encourage them, pray for them, watch for 
them – there are potential leaders in our 
midst. This is exactly where the future  
leaders of God’s church will come from. 

 

God Bless All!  
 

Mark Narum 
Serving as Bishop of the 
Western North Dakota Synod 
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 This year will be the 50th anniversary of the 
CROP (Communities Responding to Overcome 
Poverty) Walk. 
 Special guests from Church World Services 
will be joining the Bismarck walk to help fight 
world hunger. An education fair, a visit from 
Clark the Lark and Merifeather Lewis.  
 The CROP Hunger Walk helps those around 
the world, and those in locally in need. Of the  
funds raised at the Bismarck/Mandan CROP-
Walk, twenty-five percent will benefit the Soup 
Café, Bismarck Emergency Food Pantry, Abused 
Adult Resource Center and AID, Inc.  
 Let’s keep the ecumenical tradition of  
CROP Walk strong. Church World Service,  
our sponsoring organization, is made up of  
35 different denominations of churches all 
working together to help people here and 
around the world.  
 Sign up today to walk or sponsor a CROP  
Walker!  Contact the CROP-Walk recruiter from 
your church, or online at crophungerwalk.org/
bismarcknd or contact Allison Germolus at  
701-400-0053, or just sign-up at the time of  
registration at Good Shepherd Lutheran Church. 

 
Be sure to stick around after 
the walk and have an ice 
cream sundae to celebrate 
the 50th anniversary.   

50th Anniversary CROP-Walk 
Sunday, October 13 

Registration at 12:30 - Walk at 1:30 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

http://www.cropwalkonline.org/
http://www.cropwalkonline.org/


Financial Update: 
 

General Fund Revenues:   
 

August, $36,135; to date, $353,662 
 

General Fund Expenditures:   
 

August, $48,183; to date, $381,389 

Details can be found in the Memorial Book 
in the Gathering Place. 

Faith Lutheran Church—Memorials 
 

For ENDOWMENT  in memory of  

 Ivan Renner 
 

For GENERAL, in memory of  

 Ivan Renner 
 

For CHAIRS, in memory of  

 Dorothy Lussenden, mother of Bob Lussenden 
 Ivan Renner 
 

For CAMPERSHIPS, in memory of  

 Ivan Renner 
 

For ALTAR GUILD, in memory of  

 George Wiedrich 
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Faith Lutheran Church’s ministry is  

supported by contributions of  members 

and guests. God calls us to generously use 

our time, talent, and  resources to love 

and serve others. FLC uses the financial 

resources entrusted to us to support  

outreach services in our local community, 

throughout western North Dakota, and 

around the world. Donations also support 

worship; Christian education; music  

ministry; summer camp, college, and  

seminary scholarships; visits to people in 

homes, care centers, and hospitals; and  

upkeep of our building, which is also used 

by community groups such as the Boy 

Scouts. FLC is a 501(c)3 non-profit, so  

contributions are tax deductible.  



Library Link 

LeAnn Severson 
 

 If you recently saw the movie  

OVERCOMER and are interested in 

reading the novel based on that movie, 

it is now available for check-out in our 

church library. I purchased the book  

on a recommendation from one of our 

members and saw the movie, as well.  

As stated on the cover of the book, 

this story is filled with a mix of faith,  

a twist of humor and a ton of heart. 

 A recent donation to the library, DAKOTA DIASPORA, is an interesting read.  In her book, 

Sophie Trupin tells the the story of her parents immigrating to America and becoming Jewish 

homesteaders. Escaping Semitism and degradation in the Old Country, her parents and other 

Jewish settlers thought New York was America. 

 Her father and other farmers, however, ventured west and created homesteads in North 

Dakota in the Wilton and Wing area. They soon learned that this was not the land of milk 

and honey and Trupin’s memoir include the many struggles they faced in this desolate land. 
 

See you in the library. 

Continued from page 3—Pastor Sylvia’s Parables 
 

 Join us for worship on Sundays and Wednesdays in October as we focus on our new  
mission statement! 
 October 13 and 16: “Building a welcoming, nurturing faith community” 
 October 20 and 23: “That is guided by Jesus” 
 October 27 and 30: “And shares the gospel” 
  

 If you have questions about funeral or end-of-life planning, I am here to help! Whether 

you’d like help pre-planning your funeral service, or just want to talk through how to bring 

up these topics with your family, let’s meet and discuss. 

 As Christians, we need not fear death (or talking about it!) because we know that it  

cannot separate us from God’s love, nor does it have the last word.  
 

 In Christ, 

 Pastor Sylvia  
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Movie Night – Monday October 14 
 Newton’s Grace is a movie based on an  inspiring true story of one of the 

most beloved hymns of all time. 

  John Newton was a troubled young man with a violent temper and a  

penchant for vulgarity that literally made his fellow sailors blush. Whipped for 

desertion and sold into slavery, it seemed his life would end early in a West  

African grave, until he was rescued by a ship captain sent by his father. But before Newton,  

the former slave, is appointed captain of the slave ship, in an age when human bondage was  

considered the norm, it would take time for Newton’s conscience to be thoroughly transformed.  

But Newton came to hate the slave trade, becoming a spiritual leader in the fight to end slavery. 
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 FLC will be receiving new members in worship on Sunday,  

October 27 and Wednesday, October 30. A welcome dinner and 

orientation for new members will be held on Sunday, October 

20th starting at 4:30pm. Contact Pastor Sylvia or Connie Barden 

with questions or for more information.  

Church School News 
We have rotated the giving calendar. The first quarter we will 
give to the Women’s Chair Fund. Please help us seat the 
church! We have already raised (after rally day Sunday) $180! 

Notes 
• 10/13 Mentor Kick Off 
• 10/26 Pie & Coffee Day (8/9th  requirement) 
• 10/27 Missouri Slope (8th graders - 

meet @ church @ 1:30 pm)  
• 10/9, 10/23, 10/30 - 7th Grade  

Parent /  Student sessions 

Pizza Schedule 
10/2 - Monique Kuntz 

10/9 - TJ Olson 
 10/23 - Mya Pfenning 

10/30 - Kira Schneider 

C O N F I R M A T I O N  N E W S  

ACOLYTE SCHEDULE 
 
 

SUNDAY DATES:      6    13   20   27  
 

8:30am 
Ethan & Brayden Keller 

 

11am 
Brynn & Tavyn Carson 

Betty Forward 
 

WEDNESDAY DATES:      2    9   23   30  
 

7pm 
Mya Pfenning & Carson Brandenberg 

 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS:  
Izabelle & Annika Brandenberg 

Please find a substitute if you cannot be present.  

“For God so loved the world that he 

gave his only Son, so that everyone 

who believes in him may not perish but 

may have eternal life.” - John 3:16 

KENNY’S 
KORNER 
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 T he fall season is a reminder that the 

month of October gives us another 

opportunity to share in fellowship with  

others over a piece of pie and to share our 

many talents. October 26 is Pie & Coffee Day 

@ Faith Lutheran. The Women of Faith will 

host a bazaar at which the community can 

purchase a variety of homemade baked 

goods (including lefse and knoephla), a wide 

variety of hand crafted items, quilts, cards, as 

well as White Elephant treasures.  Doors will 

open @ 9am. 

  A great way to begin this Saturday is with a 

slice of pie and/or muffin/roll along with a 

cup of coffee. (Of course the pie slices, 

muffins or rolls can be purchased throughout 

the day.)   

 Then off to shopping to the homemade 

craft area and White Elephant rooms. Stop in  

Noah’s Ark during the noon hour to regain 

some shopping sustenance by purchasing a 

cup of soup and a sandwich from the Youth.  

hen on your way home, purchase your favorite 

baked item to share with your family. 

  Let your creative juices flow and plan what 

you can donate to this fun-filled day.  This a 

great time to bring a plate of your favorite 

baked item, donate a pie or two, show-off 

your homemade craft, or bring that slightly 

used item that is taking up space in your  

closet (no clothes please).  If you have any 

questions, please contact Connie Isaak  

(258-2025) or Jill Power (222-8511). 

  The profits from this event are shared with 

various mission events in our church and 

throughout our community. 

 

ATTENTION 

ALL LEFSE AND KNOEPHLA  MAKERS: 

Thursday, October 24 has been set aside  

to prepare these two popular ethnic foods.   

Bring your lefse dough and utensils – we will 

begin rolling at 8am.  To prove that both  

nationalities can share the kitchen, we will 

also begin making and cooking the knoephla 

at 8am.  At 1pm we will begin setting up the 

White Elephant rooms and the Fellowship 

Hall tables.  In the evening, the popcorn ball 

party will commence.  

 ANY and ALL HELP ON THIS DAY WOULD 

BE GREATLY APPRECIATED. 

  

 Please bring your white elephant items  

to the church on Thursday, October 24 or 

Friday, October 25. 

Are You Ready for Some 

PIE & COFFEE? 



 T here have been questions, concerns 

and a lot of discussion about the 

chair replacements. Over 2 years ago, the 

Women of Faith began researching the cost 

of replacing or re-upholstering the blue 

chairs used in the Fellowship Hall and the 

Gathering Place. The metal 

on many of the chairs has 

broken and needs to be 

thrown away. Some of the 

fabric was fraying at the 

seams and the padding also 

needed to be replaced.   

Currently there aren’t 

enough blue chairs to be 

placed around all the round 

tables in the Fellowship Hall 

– using metal ones. The 

chairs need to be stackable 

so they are easily moveable.   

 A big thank you goes to Susan Pederson 

who spent many hours visiting various vendors 

and local companies, only to determine that 

re-upholstering the chairs would cost more 

than purchasing new ones. Since this  

research was done at the same time that  

the HVAC system needed our emphasis, the 

chair replacements was tabled. 

 This year a bid was received from a local 

company and is valid until December 31. It 

lists $80 per chair which includes $2 for an 

extra thick cushion and $2 for scotch  

guarding plus a $6 shipping fee - for a total 

of $86 per chair. The total bid is a little  

over $17,000. 

 We can purchase chairs with arms at an 

additional cost and these chairs are not easily 

stacked. The bid did not include any chairs 

with arms.  There are limited options for 

stackable chairs. 

 If we aren’t able to raise 

this full amount, can we 

purchase as many as we 

can?   Yes.  But the price 

for the remaining chairs 

will probably increase.    

Also, the color may not be 

exactly the same.  It is best 

to order all at once to  

ensure that the dye lot  

color is the same. 

 What will be done with 

the old chairs?  The synod 

will be contacted to see if there is a mission 

church that could use them. (We will not be 

responsible for the shipping.)  Or we will try 

to sell them. 

 Is there a warranty? Yes. The chair frame 

has warranty for 25 years. The foam and  

fabric are 5 years each. 

Chair Replacement 
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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH CIRCLE SCHEDULE 
 

All women of Faith Lutheran Church are invited to attend these circle meetings to enjoy  

bible study and companionship with fellow women 
 

Esther Circle:    First Thursday of the month at 9:00 a.m. in the East Room at FLC.   
         Contacts: Margene Granfor (734-6370) or Marge Loritz (323-7643) 
Mary Martha Circle: First Thursday of each month at 1:30 p.m. in the East Room at FLC.  
         Contacts:  Marlys Kramer (223-9302) or Barb Holwegner (255-1390) 
Ruth Circle:     Second Thursday of the month at 7:15 p.m. in the East Room at FLC. 
         Contacts:  Connie Isaak (258-2025) or Mercy Carkuff (258-6262) 
Demaris Circle:   First Thursday of the month at 10:00 a.m. in the church library. 
         Contact:  Judy Kocis (255-3969) 

Faith Lutheran Church  

1402 E Avenue C   

Bismarck, ND  58501-4398 

www.faithbismarck.com 

(701)223-2236 
   

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

October 2019 
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