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Preparing in Christ’s Presence: Do Less 

 

Focus Question: What can you let go of or erase from your to-do list in order  

to be more present with Christ this Advent? 

 

Worship begins in silence as the light is processed into the worship space. 

 

Service of Light 

Jesus Christ, you are the light of the world; 

The light no darkness can overcome. 

Stay with us now for it is evening. 

And the day is almost over. 

Let your light scatter the darkness. 

And shine within your people here. 

 

Joyous light of heavenly glory, loving glow of God’s own face, you who 

sing creation’s story, shine on ev’ry land and race. Now as evening falls 

around us, we shall raise our songs to you. God of daybreak, God of 

shadows, come and light our hearts anew. 

 

In the stars that grace the darkness, in the blazing sun of dawn, in the 

light of peace and wisdom, we can hear your quiet song. Love that fills 

the night with wonder, love that warms the weary soul, love that bursts 

all chains asunder, set us free and make us whole. 

 

You who made the heavens splendor, ev’ry dancing star of night, make 

us shine with gentle justice, let us each reflect your light. Mighty God of 

all creation, gentle Christ, who lights our way, Loving Spirit of salvation, 

lead us on to endless day. 

Continued on next page. 



May God be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Let us sing our thanks to God. 

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Blessed are you, creator of the universe. From old you have led your people by 

night and day. May the light of your Christ make our darkness bright. For your 

word and your presence are the light of our pathways, and you are the light and 

life of all creation. Amen. 

 

Psalmody: Psalm 141 

Let my prayer rise up like incense before you, 

The lifting up of my hands as an offering to you. 
 

O God, I call to you 

Come to me now; 

O hear my voice when I cry to you. 
 

Let my prayer rise up like incense before you, 

The lifting up of my hands as an offering to you. 
 

Keep watch within me God 

Deep in my heart may the light of your love 

Be burning bright 
 

Let my prayer rise up like incense before you, 

The lifting up of my hands as an offering to you. 
 

All praise to the God of all 

Creator of life; 

All praise be to Christ and the Spirit of love. 
 

Let my prayer rise up like incense before you, 

The lifting up of my hands as an offering to you. 



FIRST READING:  Psalm 46 

 To the leader. Of the Korahites. According to Alamoth. A Song. 

God is our refuge and strength, 

   a very present help in trouble. 

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, 

   though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; 

though its waters roar and foam, 

   though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 

          Selah 

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

   the holy habitation of the Most High. 

God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; 

   God will help it when the morning dawns. 

The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter; 

   he utters his voice, the earth melts. 

The LORD of hosts is with us; 

   the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

          Selah 

Come, behold the works of the LORD; 

   see what desolations he has brought on the earth. 

He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 

   he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear; 

   he burns the shields with fire. 

‘Be still, and know that I am God! 

   I am exalted among the nations, 

   I am exalted in the earth.’ 

The LORD of hosts is with us; 

   the God of Jacob is our refuge. 

          Selah  

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 



SECOND READING:  Luke 10:38-42 

 Now as they went on their way, he entered a certain village, where a 

woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. She had a sister named 

Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what he was saying. But  

Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she came to him and asked, ‘Lord, 

do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the work by myself? Tell 

her then to help me.’ But the Lord answered her, ‘Martha, Martha, you are 

worried and distracted by many things; there is need of only one thing. Mary 

has chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from her.’  

 The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
Today by Mary Oliver (from A Thousand Mornings: Poems,  

New York: Penguin, 2012) 

Today I’m flying low and I’m 

not saying a word 

I’m letting all the voodoos of ambition sleep. 

 

The world goes on as it must, 

the bees in the garden rumbling a little, 

the fish leaping, the gnats getting eaten. 

And so forth. 

 

But I’m taking the day off. 

Quiet as a feather. 

I hardly move though really I’m traveling 

a terrific distance. 

 

Stillness. One of the doors 

into the temple. 



Time of Quiet Reflection 

Take some time to reflect and be quiet with God. You may want to consider the  

focus question for this week: What can you let go of or erase from your to-do list  

in order to be more present with Christ this Advent? 

 

The Annunciation 

An angel went from God to a town called Nazareth, to a woman whose name was 

Mary. The angel said to her, “Rejoice, O highly favored. For God is with you. You 

shall bear a child, and his name shall be Jesus, the chosen one of God Most High.” 

And Mary said, “I am the servant of my God. I live to do your will.” 

 

The Magnificat 

My soul proclaims your greatness, O God. And my spirit rejoices in you. 

You have looked with love on your servant here and blessed me all my 

life through. 

 

Great and mighty are you, O Holy One, strong is your kindness,  

evermore. How you favor the weak and lowly one, humbling the proud 

of heart.  

 

You have cast the mighty down from their thrones, and uplifted the 

humble of heart. You have filled the hungry with wondrous things and 

left the wealthy no part.  

 

Great and mighty are you, O Faithful One, strong is your justice,  

strong your love. As you promised to Sarah and Abraham, kindness  

forevermore. 

 

My soul proclaims your greatness, O God. And my spirit rejoices in you. 

You have looked with love on your servant here and blessed me all my 

life through. 



Prayers 

(Hmmm) God of mercy, hold us in love. 

In peace, in peace, we pray to you… 

God of mercy, hold us in love. 

For peace and salvation we pray to you… 

God of mercy, hold us in love. 

For peace between nations, for peace between peoples… 

God of mercy, hold us in love. 

For us who are gathered to worship and praise you… 

God of mercy, hold us in love. 

For all of your servants who live out your gospel… 

God of mercy, hold us in love. 

For all those who govern, that justice might guide them… 

God of mercy, hold us in love. 

For all those who labor in service to others... 

God of mercy, hold us in love. 

Grant weather that nourishes all of creation… 

Keep watch on our loved ones and keep us from danger… 

For all the beloved who rest in your mercy… 

God of mercy, hold us in love. 

Help us, comfort us all of our days… 

Keep us, hold us, gracious God. 

Ever-present God, in this time when busy-ness is exalted and it seems there is 

so much to do, keep our focus on you. May we let go of those things that add 

stress or distract us so that we may sit in your splendor, even for a moment, 

and be present to that which gives us life. In the name of your Son, Jesus, for 

whom we wait expectantly. 

Amen. 

God, remember us in your love, and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread and forgive our trespasses as  

we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

Let us bless our God. 

Praise and thanks to you. 

May God Creator bless us and keep us. 

May Christ be ever light for our lives. 

May the Spirit of Love be our guide and path, for all of our days. 

Amen.  

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Be present with Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Message: Pastor Derek Hankins 

Liturgy:  Olivia Dietrich 

Musician: Joe Dietrich
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“For I am the Lord, your God, who takes hold of your right hand 
and say to you, Do not fear; I will help you. Do not be afraid,  

for I myself will help you,’ declares the Lord, your Redeemer,  
the Holy One of Israel.”  

Bible Verse of Encouragement for Uncertain Times  

Isaiah 41:13-14 



Thank you for your gifts of $8,020 

in fund offerings for last week. 

 

Struggling during this time apart? Visit our website: faithbismarck.com/ 

get-help for resources on mental wellness, parenting, financial assistance,  

addiction recovery, and more. You are not alone. God loves you. We want  

to walk with you through this hard time. You can also call the office at  

701-223-2236 for assistance. Be well and safe!  

 
Just a reminder that we still are collecting Dan's receipts. The receipt 

bucket is in the entryway, so please drop them off at the Church the next time 

you stop by!  Thank you.  

 
Looking for ways to serve God and neighbor during this time? Check 

out our new "Serve" page on our website faithbismarck.com/serve to learn how 

you can respond to needs from our partner ministries and the wider community. 

Thank you for the many ways you are serving as the church in the world in  

these days!  

Continued on next page. 
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AT A GLANCE...  

Wednesday, December 2 

10:00 Bible Study - Zoom 

11:30 * Limited Indoor Worship 

4:30 (A) 8th & 9th Confirmation 

6:00 Church School -  Online 

7:00 Streaming Only Worship 
 

Thursday, December 3 
 

Friday, December 4 

8:00 NA 
 

Saturday, December 5 
 

Sunday, December 6 

8:30 Streaming Only Worship 

9:45 Church School -  Online 
 

Monday, December 7 

7:00 AA 
 

Tuesday, December 8 

4:00 Guiding Team - Zoom 

Wednesday, December 9 

10:00 Bible Study - Zoom 

11:30 * Limited Indoor Worship 

4:30 (B) 8th & 9th Confirmation 

6:00 Church School -  Online 

7:00 Streaming Only Worship 
 

Thursday, December 10 
 

Friday, December 11 

8:00 NA 
 

Saturday, December 12 
 

Sunday, December 13 

8:30 Streaming Only Worship 

9:45 Church School -  Online 

9:45 Congregational Meeting - 

  Zoom 

 Reserved for those  
without online access. 

You can continue to give to FLC’s mission and ministry via mail:   

(1402 E Ave C, Bismarck, ND 58501), directly through your bank’s bill  

pay feature, electronically through our website, or by using the  

Give+ app. If you do not already give, please consider  

committing to a sustaining gift of $5 or $10 a month  

as we continue to share in ministry together. 
QR Code:  






