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PREPARING IN CHRIST’S PRESENCE: HOLD ON TO HOPE 

 

Focus Question:  How can we hold on to hope in the midst of the  

world’s troubles? 

 

Worship begins in silence as the light is processed into the worship space. 

 

SERVICE OF LIGHT 

Jesus Christ, you are the light of the world; 

The light no darkness can overcome. 

Stay with us now for it is evening. 

And the day is almost over. 

Let your light scatter the darkness. 

And shine within your people here. 

 

Joyous light of heavenly glory, loving glow of God’s own face, you who 

sing creation’s story, shine on ev’ry land and race. Now as evening falls 

around us, we shall raise our songs to you. God of daybreak, God of 

shadows, come and light our hearts anew. 

 

In the stars that grace the darkness, in the blazing sun of dawn, in the 

light of peace and wisdom, we can hear your quiet song. Love that fills 

the night with wonder, love that warms the weary soul, love that bursts 

all chains asunder, set us free and make us whole. 

 

You who made the heavens splendor, ev’ry dancing star of night, make 

us shine with gentle justice, let us each reflect your light. Mighty God of 

all creation, gentle Christ, who lights our way, Loving Spirit of salvation, 

lead us on to endless day. 
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May God be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Let us sing our thanks to God. 

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

Blessed are you, creator of the universe. From old you have led your people by 

night and day. May the light of your Christ make our darkness bright. For your 

word and your presence are the light of our pathways, and you are the light and 

life of all creation. Amen. 

 
PSALMODY: PSALM 141 

Let my prayer rise up like incense before you, 

The lifting up of my hands as an offering to you. 
 

O God, I call to you 

Come to me now; 

O hear my voice when I cry to you. 
 

Let my prayer rise up like incense before you, 

The lifting up of my hands as an offering to you. 
 

Keep watch within me God 

Deep in my heart may the light of your love 

Be burning bright. 
 

Let my prayer rise up like incense before you, 

The lifting up of my hands as an offering to you. 
 

All praise to the God of all 

Creator of life; 

All praise be to Christ and the Spirit of love. 
 

Let my prayer rise up like incense before you, 

The lifting up of my hands as an offering to you. 



FIRST READING:  Isaiah 58:9-14 

Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; 

   you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 
 

If you remove the yoke from among you, 

   the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 

if you offer your food to the hungry 

   and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 

then your light shall rise in the darkness 

   and your gloom be like the noonday. 

The LORD will guide you continually, 

   and satisfy your needs in parched places, 

   and make your bones strong; 

and you shall be like a watered garden, 

   like a spring of water, 

   whose waters never fail. 

Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 

   you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 

you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 

   the restorer of streets to live in. 
 

If you refrain from trampling the sabbath, 

   from pursuing your own interests on my holy day; 

if you call the sabbath a delight 

   and the holy day of the LORD honourable; 

if you honour it, not going your own ways, 

   serving your own interests, or pursuing your own affairs; 

then you shall take delight in the LORD, 

   and I will make you ride upon the heights of the earth; 

I will feed you with the heritage of your ancestor Jacob, 

   for the mouth of the LORD has spoken. 

 The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 



SECOND READING:  Revelation 21:1-6 

 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first 

earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new 

Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned 

for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘See, the 

home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, 

and God himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 

for the first things have passed away.’ 
 

 And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making all things 

new.’ Also he said, ‘Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.’ Then 

he said to me, ‘It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the 

end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life. 

 The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
“Still I Rise,” a poem by Maya Angelou (from And Still I Rise: A Book of Poems, 

New York: Random House, 1978). 
 

You may write me down in history  /  With your bitter, twisted lies, 

You may trod me in the very dirt  /   But still, like dust, I'll rise. 
 

Does my sassiness upset you?  /   Why are you beset with gloom? 

’Cause I walk like I've got oil wells  /  Pumping in my living room. 
 

Just like moons and like suns,  /  With the certainty of tides, 

Just like hopes springing high,  /  Still I'll rise. 
 

Did you want to see me broken?  /  Bowed head and lowered eyes? 

Shoulders falling down like teardrops,  /  Weakened by my soulful cries? 
 

Does my haughtiness offend you?  /  Don't you take it awful hard 

’Cause I laugh like I've got gold mines  /  Diggin’ in my own backyard. 
 

You may shoot me with your words,  /  You may cut me with your eyes, 

You may kill me with your hatefulness,  /  But still, like air,  /  I’ll rise. 
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Does my sexiness upset you?  /  Does it come as a surprise 

That I dance like I've got diamonds  /  At the meeting of my thighs? 
 

Out of the huts of history’s shame  /  I rise. 

Up from a past that’s rooted in pain  /  I rise. 

I'm a black ocean, leaping and wide,  /  Welling and swelling I bear in the tide. 
 

Leaving behind nights of terror and fear  /  I rise 

Into a daybreak that’s wondrously clear  /  I rise 

Bringing the gifts that my ancestors gave,  /  I am the dream and the hope  

of the slave.   
 

I rise.  /  I rise.  /  I rise. 

 
TIME OF QUIET REFLECTION 

Take some time to reflect and be quiet with God. You may want to consider the  

focus question for this week:  How can we hold on to hope in the midst of the 

world’s troubles? 

  

THE ANNUNCIATION 

An angel went from God to a town called Nazareth, to a woman whose name was 

Mary. The angel said to her, “Rejoice, O highly favored. For God is with you. You 

shall bear a child, and his name shall be Jesus, the chosen one of God Most High.” 

And Mary said, “I am the servant of my God. I live to do your will.” 

 

THE MAGNIFICAT 

My soul proclaims your greatness, O God. And my spirit rejoices in you. 

You have looked with love on your servant here and blessed me all my 

life through. 
 

Great and mighty are you, O Holy One, strong is your kindness, evermore.  

How you favor the weak and lowly one, humbling the proud of heart.  
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You have cast the mighty down from their thrones, and uplifted the 

humble of heart. You have filled the hungry with wondrous things 

and left the wealthy no part.  
 

Great and mighty are you, O Faithful One, strong is your justice,  

strong your love. As you promised to Sarah and Abraham, kindness  

forevermore. 
 

My soul proclaims your greatness, O God. And my spirit rejoices in 

you. You have looked with love on your servant here and blessed 

me all my life through. 

 
PRAYERS 

(Hmmm) God of mercy, hold us in love. 

In peace, in peace, we pray to you… 

God of mercy, hold us in love. 

For peace and salvation we pray to you… 

God of mercy, hold us in love. 

For peace between nations, for peace between peoples… 

God of mercy, hold us in love. 

For us who are gathered to worship and praise you… 

God of mercy, hold us in love. 

For all of your servants who live out your gospel… 

God of mercy, hold us in love. 

For all those who govern, that justice might guide them… 

God of mercy, hold us in love. 

For all those who labor in service to others... 

God of mercy, hold us in love. 

Grant weather that nourishes all of creation… 

God of mercy, hold us in love. 

Keep watch on our loved ones and keep us from danger… 
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God of mercy, hold us in love. 

For all the beloved who rest in your mercy… 

God of mercy, hold us in love. 

Help us, comfort us all of our days… 

Keep us, hold us, gracious God. 
 

God of light and darkness, in this season of short days and long nights, help us 

remember that you are always with us. Give us strength to work for your king-

dom, living in hope as we wait for Christ to come again. In the name of your Son, 

Jesus, for whom we wait expectantly.   Amen. 

 
 

God, remember us in your love, and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread and forgive our trespasses as  

we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever.   Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

Let us bless our God. 

Praise and thanks to you. May God Creator bless us and keep us. 

May Christ be ever light for our lives. May the Spirit of Love be our 

guide and path, for all of our days. 

Amen.  
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Hold fast to hope. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Liturgy:  Pastor Derek Harkins and Pastor Sylvia Bull 

Musician: Joe Dietrich



 

Thank you for your gifts of $20,324 

in general fund offerings for last week. 

 

 

Struggling during this time apart? Visit our website: faithbismarck.com/ 

get-help for resources on mental wellness, parenting, financial assistance,  

addiction recovery, and more. You are not alone. God loves you. We want  

to walk with you through this hard time. You can also call the office at  

701-223-2236 for assistance. Be well and safe!  

 

Just a reminder that we still are collecting Dan's receipts. The receipt 

bucket is in the entryway, so please drop them off at the Church the next time 

you stop by!  Thank you.  

 

Looking for ways to serve God and neighbor during this time? Check 

out our new "Serve" page on our website faithbismarck.com/serve to learn how 

you can respond to needs from our partner ministries and the wider community. 

Thank you for the many ways you are serving as the church in the world in  

these days!  

http://faithbismarck.com/get-help
http://faithbismarck.com/get-help
http://faithbismarck.com/serve


 

You can continue to give to FLC’s mission and ministry via mail:   

(1402 E Ave C, Bismarck, ND 58501), directly through your bank’s 

bill pay feature, electronically through our website, or by using the  

Give+ app. If you do not already give, please consider  

committing to a sustaining gift of $5 or $10 a month  

as we continue to share in ministry together. 
QR Code:  

AT A GLANCE...  

Wednesday, December 16 

10:00 Bible Study - Zoom 

11:30 * Limited Indoor Worship 

4:30 (C) 8th & 9th Confirmation 

6:00 Church School -  Online 

7:00 Streaming Only Worship 

8:30 High School Youth - Zoom 

* Reserved for those without  

   online access. 
 

Thursday, December 17 
 

Friday, December 18 

8:00 NA 
 

Saturday, December 19 
 

Sunday, December 20 

8:30 Streaming Only Worship 

9:45 Church School 
 

Monday, December 21 

7:00 AA 
 

Tuesday, December 22 

Wednesday, December 23 

11:30 * Limited Indoor Worship 

  NO Church School 
 

Thursday, December 24 

4:30 Outdoor Candlelight 

  Service 

5:30 Outdoor Candlelight   

     Service 

7:00 Christmas Eve Service 

  - Online  

8:30 Outdoor Candlelight 

  Service 
 

Friday, December 25 

8:00 NA 
 

Saturday, December 26 

9:30 Altar Guild 
 

Sunday, December 27 

8:30 Streaming Only Worship 

9:45 NO Church School 
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