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FAITH LUTHERAN 

CHURCH CLERGY 
 

Pastor Derek Harkins 

(Fridays off) 

Pastor Sylvia Bull 

(Fridays off) 

 
WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

SUNDAY: 9:30 a.m. 
Online and Indoor 

 

WEDNESDAY 7:00 pm 
Online and Indoor 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Thursday 

8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

Friday: 8:00 am - Noon 

 
Pastoral Care 

Emergency Number 

701-595-0223  

 
Answering machine is 
available evenings and 

weekends when the 
office is not staffed. 

Office is generally open 
during the lunch hour. 

Starting Sunday, May 30 

Sunday Worship will be at 9:30 a.m. 

Wednesday Worship will continue at 7 p.m. 
 

Outdoor Worship Service  

Wednesday, June 23 and Sunday, June 27. 

The spring congregational meeting will be held 

following worship on Sunday June 27th. 



FLC Executive Team 
 

Jennifer Prince, Chair 

Noelyn Meckle, Vice-Chair 

Amy Groce, Vice-Chair 

Steve Sundvor, Secretary 

Matthew Nygard, Treasurer 

Pastoral Ministries 
 

Baptism 
Zara Ann Weyrauch 
 

Funerals 
Patrick Quinn 
Larry Weisz 
Gary Knoll 
 

Wedding 
Landon Dockter/Lindsey Storms 

The deadline to submit information to the News and Views  

newsletter is the 10th of each month prior to the next newsletter.  

The Church bulletin deadline each week is at noon on Tuesday for  
the coming Sunday bulletin. Articles, schedules, etc., can be  

sent by email to donna.bisfaith@gmail.com.  
For additional information,  

call the church office at 701-223-2236. 



Close your eyes. Imagine the rush of prairie winds across your face, whipping 

your hair back and forth, pulling at the edges of your clothing. The sound of it 

is like a dull roar, mixed with the hushed whispers of the grasses blowing with 

each gust. 
 

 I grew up in Great Falls, MT, by some measures one of the windiest small 

cities in the country. I am used to the wind. When I’ve lived in other, less-

windy places, a particularly gusty day has always made me feel right at home. 

The image of the Holy Spirit coming with the rush of a violent wind that we  

find in the Pentecost story of Acts 2 makes sense to me. It resonates. I can  

imagine the Spirit pulling us deeper into relationship with God, pushing back against our worst 

impulses, gusting us down roads we might not otherwise have chosen, and even, when blowing 

hard enough and just at the right angle, taking our breath away.  
 

 The word for “spirit” in both Greek - the language of the New Testament - and Hebrew - the 

language of the Old Testament - also means “wind.” They cannot be separated out neatly, and so 

the image of the wind of God powerfully conveys some aspects of God’s Spirit. But it is not the 

only image.  
 

 Close your eyes. Take a deep breath. And another. And another. Breath. Without it we cannot 

live. It fills our lungs and gives us energy for each step we take. Get out of breath, and you cannot 

go anywhere; you feel on the verge of collapse. When you feel like you can’t take a breath, anxiety 

and fear kick in, because we know that without breath, we cannot survive for long. It is scary! 
 

 The same words in Greek and Hebrew that mean both “spirit” and “wind” also mean 

“breath.” In John 20:19-22, Jesus gives the Holy Spirit to his fearful disciples by breathing on 

them. It is a much quieter, calmer account of Pentecost than the one in Acts with its rush of  

violent wind. Yet it also gives us a powerful image of God’s Spirit as the very breath of God which 

brings life to our fragile bodies and sustains us in every moment. 
 

 Spirit. Wind. Breath. Which of these words helps you connect to God’s Holy Spirit today?  

I nvite you to reflect this month on moments when the Holy Spirit was powerfully present in  

your life. What was it like? A powerful, rushing wind? A calm, sustaining presence? A breath of 

fresh air? Something different? Considering sharing this story and image with someone else.  

Your story matters! 
 

 May the Breath of God fill you, the Wind of God move you, and the Spirit of God call you into 

deeper fellowship with God and neighbor. Amen. 
 

In Christ, 

Pastor Sylvia 
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Pastor Sylvia’s Parables 
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 As I write this article, we are just a few weeks 

away from the 2021 Synod Assembly, but as you 

read this, the Assembly may be over. During this 

day, in worship, in conversation, in the work  

we do together, we will have focused on the 

passage above and its seemingly simple ethic:  

Love God. Love People. 
 

 Hopefully, you have been inspired by stories 

about how God is getting this world loved 

through the words and actions of individuals, 

congregations, the Western North Dakota  

Synod, and the wider ELCA. You are a part of this 

amazing Love, because you are part of each of 

these expressions actively sharing God’s love in 

the world. 
 

 As we move out of Synod Assembly, I invite 

you to a simple practice to carry the spirit of the 

assembly into your summer. 
 

 Find a place to sit quietly, maybe a favorite 

chair or a cozy bench in your backyard. Breathe 

deeply. Listen to the world around you and  

center your mind on the passage above. Read it  

a couple of times and let your mind wonder with 

God about what this passage is saying to you. 

 Now, fold a sheet of paper lengthwise.  

On one half, make a list of people in your  

community. Consider especially: People who 

have had a difficult year. People you don’t know 

well. People you avoid or choose not to engage. 

People you know who might be lonely or hurting. 
 

 Turn your paper over and on the other  

half count your blessings – list the talents,  

skills and positive characteristics that you  

possess, the relationships you have, the  

resources at your disposal. What do those  

closest to you appreciate most about you? 
 

 Now open your page and consider these two 

columns together. How might Love be made  

tangible in the lives of those listed through  

actions that grow out of the blessings in your 

life? Draw lines connecting your gifts with  

people who might need them. Jot down ideas 

for actions you could take using gifts you’ve 

been given to remind someone in your commu-

nity that they are loved – by God and by you. 
 

 In his book Martin Luther and the Called Life, 

Dr. Mark Tranvik writes, If we live faithfully  

within our callings, we find many occasions 

A Monthly Update from Western ND Synod 
Deacon Beth Anderson, Associate for Leadership & Formation 

Matthew 22:36-39 (NRSV)  “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” He said to 

him, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 

mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment.  And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your  

neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 

Continued  on next page. 



FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 

General Fund Revenues 

April, $44,077;  

to date + $171,998 +  

$70,000 PPP Loan Forgiveness  
 

General Fund Expenditures 

April, $45,049; to date $192,524 

 
CHURCH MEMORIALS 

 

For Endowment Fund, in memory of: 

 Larry Weisz 

 Al & Leone Wanner 
  

For General Fund, in memory of: 

 Larry “Butch” Weisz 
 

For Music, in memory of 

 Al & Leone Wanner 

 Alice Voegele 

 

Details can be found in the Memorial 

book in the Gathering Place. 

5 

where love is needed. After all, Christ was one who 

crossed boundaries. Cultural and religious taboos 

were often broken as he reached out to the sick,  

the whores, and the tax collectors. As those whose 

identity is yoked with Christ, we also go to the “hard” 

places . . . And here we meet the very face of Christ as 

promised in Matthew 25:31-46. We do not bring 

Christ to the world so much as we meet Christ in the 

world.1 
 

 In many ways, the past 12-18 months have  

isolated us from one another. Quarantine, physical 

distancing, social media algorithms, differences  

of opinion, and the ability to choose like-minded  

conversation partners are just a few things that have 

allowed us to build caves of comfort where our own 

ideas, opinions, and fears are confirmed. And while 

these caves might feel safe and secure at first, they 

are really illusions that keep us from experiencing the 

fullness of the neighborhood in which Christ calls us 

to love and be loved. 
 

 So, consider your list, choose one action and go 

love somebody. May this summer be a time when we 

once again step outside and experience the Love of 

Christ made known in neighbor. 
 

 1 Mark Tranvik. Martin Luther and the Called Life 

(Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress,2016), 73-74. 



Congratulations to the Class of 2021 

STUDENTS 

Front Row:  Carter Conlon, Brynn Carson, Adrian Steidler, Brynn Zins, Matthew Wilkens, 
Breydyn Schlabsz, Cole Klein, Lillian Speckmann, Caleb Brady Back Row:  Pastor Sylvia Bull,  
Sophie Schorsch, Allie Salter, Kaden Hillestad, Sonora Schneider, Harrison Reichert, Tyler Becker,  
Pastor Derek Harkins  
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Sometime ago I was asked if our 

church library had any devotional/

prayer books for people diagnosed 

with cancer. I was sorry to see that the books on 

the shelves fitting this category did not fit that 

specific need.  In stepped Barb Holwegner with 

the donation of books to fit this request. Thank 

you, Barb, for caring about your FLC family mem-

bers who need the comfort and encouragement 

these books can provide. 
 

PRAYING THROUGH CANCER is a collection of  

stories by women who have faced cancer and 

found comfort in the midst of it. 

EVERYDAY STRENGTH contains daily devotions  

that provide comfort from Scripture & prayers  

of a cancer survivor. 

 

TODAY IS BEAUTIFUL by Mark Graber tells  

about his personal journey with cancer and  

how God walked with him through treatment 

and recovery. These books have been acces-

sioned and are available for check-out in the 

church library. 

Library Link 
LeAnn Severson 



Great News!  All youth who are going 

into the 8th grade (September 2021) 

through those finishing the 12th grade 

(June 2022) will be eligible to attend  

the 2022 ELCA National Youth Gathering 

in Minneapolis, Minnesota. It will be a 

great week filled with spiritual events, 

screaming kids, Valley Fair, the Mega Mall,  

and possibly a Twins game!  Hopefully, we 

will see you there.  All youth wishing to go 

must be registered by September 15, 2021. 

 

Since there is no summer trip planned,  

the youth will not be sponsoring a golf  

tournament this summer.  Please keep it 

in mind for the summer of 2022, as we will 

be looking to raise funds for the 2022 

ELCA Youth Gathering.  
 
 

Kenny Opsal,  

Education & Youth Director 
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Quilting Resumes 

 Thank you to all the  

women who are back quilting 

for Lutheran World Relief. We welcome all the 

hands we can get to cut, tie, sew and put 

quilts together. 

 We meet every Monday and Tuesday at 

9:00 a.m. in the church basement in the 

quilting room. 

 Rummage sales are here again so be on 

the lookout for layette and health care items 

for our kits 

 Thank you for the wonderful ladies who 

have been serving negligently on our little  

pillow case dresses for Africa. Soon another 

box will be to sent to Africa.  

 To the men who are always ready to load 

and send the boxes and kits to Lutheran 

World Relief are greatly appreciated. 

 Recently 33 quilts, 19 layettes, 24 health 

kits and 98 dresses have been sent. 

 A big hand of applause to all for the hard 

you do. 



 That’s right, the Men of Faith’s Potato and Chili Feed is back and will be held on 

Wednesday, June 9 2021, from 5:00 to 6:30 PM.  
 

 As in the past, proceeds from the free will offering will be forwarded to benefit 

the ongoing programs/projects at Camp of the Cross  

Ministries in Garrison, ND.  
 

 Due to the ongoing threat of the Covid Virus spread, guidelines will be put into 

place to offer a safer environment. First and foremost, masks are to be worn when 

entering the building and while in line to obtain food. Once seated, the masks can 

be removed. Seating will be made available both upstairs and downstairs, with tables spaced  

at least 6 feet apart.  
 

 For those who do not feel comfortable with these arrangements, but would still like to  

participate, a takeout/drive through option will be made available at the north entrance to the 

church. Please enter at the northeast portion of the parking area, stop at the entrance to obtain 

your food and exit west.  
 

 As in the past, the menu will consist of a carefully selected, well prepared baked potato, the 

finest chili this side of everywhere known on earth and don’t let me get started about the bars !!! 
 

 Please come and join in the fun and do bring an appetite you. 
 

Thank you. 

MEN OF FAITH ARE BACK 

Free will offering proceeds to be forwarded to the  
Camp of the Cross ministries. 



 At the May 24th meeting, the Executive Committee discussed changes to our guide-

lines around church activities during COVID, based on new guidance from the Centers 

for Disease Control. You will see these changes being implemented in the coming weeks. Please 

reach out to Pastor Derek, Pastor Sylvia, or a member of the Executive Committee if you have any 

questions or concerns. Changes will be as follows: 

 

Effective Wednesday, May 26, masks will no longer be required for worship or other church 

events for fully vaccinated individuals (2 weeks out from their complete vaccination  

schedule). Masks are still strongly recommended for unvaccinated individuals, those with  

serious health concerns, and anyone who feels more comfortably masking.  

 

Seating in the sanctuary will no longer be every-other pew, except in the two back sections 

and the balcony. However, we still recommend maintaining some distance between house-

holds, especially for those who are unvaccinated. 

 

Pew cushions and hymnals will be returned to the pews. 

 

Coffee and food will be allowed at church meetings and events. 

 
 

 In the meantime, we strongly encourage those who are able to be vaccinated as a way of  

protecting each other in our community. If you are in need of assistance with obtaining the vaccine, 

please contact the church office. If you have questions about the vaccine, please reach out to  

Pastor Derek or Pastor Sylvia, and we will be happy to talk with you. 

UPDATE TO THE COVID POLICY  





Are you wondering if God may be calling you to serve as a pastor or deacon?   

Come wonder with us! 

Join members of the Synod Candidacy Committee for a casual dinner and learn more about serving 

as a public ministry leader in the ELCA.  Your questions will lead our conversation as we explore  

ministry opportunities and the process for becoming a pastor or deacon in ELCA.  No commitment 

required.  Bring your questions and wonders and learn more about these vocations.  

Please RSVP for a meal count by Wed. June 16th by contacting: 

 
 
Beth Anderson  
Western North Dakota Synod-ELCA  
701-552-5112  
beth@wndsynod.org  

Discernment Dinner 

mailto:beth@wndsynod.org


Faith Lutheran Church  

1402 E Avenue C   

Bismarck, ND  58501-4398 

www.faithbismarck.com 

(701)223-2236 
   

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

June 2021 
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