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PRELUDE 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 GATHERING: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

GATHERING HYMN:  ELW 879 “For the Beauty of the Earth” 

1 For the beauty of the earth, 

 for the beauty of the skies, 

 for the love which from our birth 

 over and around us lies: 

Refrain 

 Christ, our God, to thee we raise 

 this our sacrifice of praise. 

2 For the wonder of each hour 

 of the day and of the night, 

 hill and vale and tree and flow'r, 

 sun and moon and stars of light:  Refrain 

3 For the joy of ear and eye, 

 for the heart and mind's delight, 

 for the mystic harmony 

 linking sense to sound and sight:  Refrain 

4 For the joy of human love, 

 brother, sister, parent, child, 

 friends on earth and friends above; 

 for all gentle thoughts and mild:  Refrain 

5 For each perfect gift of thine, 

 peace on earth and joy in heav'n; 

 for thyself, best gift divine, 

 to our world so freely giv'n:  Refrain 



CONFESSIONS AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding  

minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose steadfast love is everlasting, 

whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

Amen. 

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Reconciling God, 

we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 

and we deny your presence in our lives. 

We place our hope in ourselves 

and rely on our own efforts. 

We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 

We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 

We fear difference and do not welcome others 

as you have welcomed us. 

We sin in thought, word, and deed. 

By your grace, forgive us; 

through your love, renew us; 

and in your Spirit, lead us; 

so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 

Beloved of God, 

by the radical abundance of divine mercy 

we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 

through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 

Our sins are forgiven. 

Let us live now in hope. 

For hope does not disappoint, 

because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 



GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion  

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

 WORD:  God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

READING:  Romans 12:9-21 

 Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one 

another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honour. Do not 

lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in  

suffering, persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend 

hospitality to strangers. 

 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice  

with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one 

another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be 

wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for 

what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live 

peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the 

wrath of God; for it is written, ‘Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the 

Lord.’ No, ‘if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them 

something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their 

heads.’ Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 16th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel: Matthew 16:21-28 

 From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to 

Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief 

priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. And Peter 

Cont. on next page. 



took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, ‘God forbid it, Lord! This must 

never happen to you.’ But he turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind me, Satan! 

You are a stumbling-block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine 

things but on human things.’ 

 Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them 

deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to 

save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find 

it. For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? 

Or what will they give in return for their life? 

 ‘For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, 

and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. Truly I tell you, there 

are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of 

Man coming in his kingdom.’ 

 The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

SERMON  

 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  

 

OFFERING MOMENT 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH - “For the Healing of the Nations” 

During this season of change and turmoil, we remember your faithfulness from 

age to age, O God. We now name before you the nations of the world, pleading 

for mercy and healing for those places and peoples torn by ancient animosities 

or terrorized by new fear; those devastated by drought and disease; those 

crushed by poverty, oppression, or war; and those consumed by power, wealth, 

or greed. 
 

Cont. on next page. 



The leader will sing the names of nations around the world, and the people  

respond by singing, “Peace be yours.” The leader will then sing the refrain,  

“For the healing of the nations, we pray to you, O God,” and the people  

respond by repeating the refrain. 
 

Gathering our many prayers into one, let us pray: 

You are gracious and merciful, O God, 

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

You draw near to those who call upon you, 

crying out from their hearts. 

Hear our cries, receive our prayers,  

and fill us with your blessing, 

until needy no longer, 

your whole creation sings your praise, 

through your Son, Jesus Christ.  

Amen. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, forever and ever.   

Amen.  

 



SENDING: God blesses us and sends us into the world to  

love and serve our neighbors. 

 
BLESSING 

 
SENDING HYMN:  ELW 583 “Take My Life, That I May Be” 

Refrain 

 Take my life, that I may be 

 consecrated, Lord, to thee; 

 take my moments and my days; 

 let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 

1 Take my hands and let them move 

 at the impulse of thy love; 

 take my feet and let them be 

 swift and beautiful for thee.  Refrain 

2 Take my silver and my gold, 

 not a mite would I withhold; 

 take my intellect and use 

 ev'ry pow'r as thou shalt choose.  Refrain  

3 Take my voice and let me sing 

 always, only for my King; 

 take my lips and let them be 

 filled with messages from thee.  Refrain  

4 Take my will and make it thine; 

 it shall be no longer mine; 

 take my heart, it is thine own; 

 it shall be thy royal throne.  Refrain 

 



DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord! 

Thanks be to God! 

 
Message & Liturgy: Pastor Derek Harkins 

Musician:   Janine Johannes 

 
August 30, 2020  (Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 17) 

Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. – Romans 12:21 

The future church must be a beacon of good, casting a true vision of hope, love, 

justice, and mercy as we commit to follow Jesus into a new way of being and  

living. Today’s gospel lesson reminds us that we must lose our life to find it in  

Jesus (Matthew 15:21-28). What do you and your faith community need to do  

to become that beacon in an uncertain world? 

 
Thank you for your gifts of $5835.00 fund offerings for last week. 

 

Over the next couple of months, Faith Lutheran Church will be collecting needed 

items for Lutheran World Relief school, baby care, and personal care 

kits. Donations can be left at the CONCIERGE TABLE and we will have a box 

to leave donations in at the outdoor worship services.  Also, donations of  

pillowcase dresses are still needed.  Thank you for your kindness.  

For additional information see https://lwr.org  
 

Struggling during this time apart? Visit our website: faithbismarck.com/ 

get-help for resources on mental wellness, parenting, financial assistance,  

addiction recovery, and more. You are not alone. God loves you. We want  

to walk with you through this hard time. You can also call the office at  

701-223-2236 for assistance. Be well and safe!  

https://lwr.org/schoolkits
http://faithbismarck.com/get-help
http://faithbismarck.com/get-help


Looking for ways to serve God and neighbor during this time? Check 

out our new "Serve" page on our website faithbismarck.com/serve to learn how 

you can respond to needs from our partner ministries and the wider community. 

Thank you for the many ways you are serving as the church in the world in  

these days!  

 

You can continue to give to FLC’s mission and ministry via mail:  

(1402 E Ave C, Bismarck, ND 58501), directly through your bank’s bill pay  

feature, electronically through our website, or by  

using the Give+ app. If you do not already give, please  

consider committing to a sustaining gift of $5 or $10  

a month as we continue to share in ministry together. 
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QR Code:  
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AT A GLANCE 

Monday, August 31 

7:00 AA 
 

Tuesday, September 1 
 

Wednesday, September 2 

10:00 Bible Study - Zoom 

7:00 Outdoor Worship 

 

Thursday, August 27 
 

Friday, August 28 

8:00 NA 
 

Saturday, August 29 

9:30 Altar Guild 
 

Sunday, August 30 

9:30 Online Worship 

Outdoor Worship Schedule 
For Outdoor Worship please bring:  

Chair or Blanket, Bread or crackers, Bible and Mask 

Dates: 
 

Wed, Sept. 2 - Outdoor - 7pm 

Sun, Sept. 6 - Outdoor - 9:30am 



THE CROSS 
Matthew 16:21-28 


