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FAITH LUTHERAN 

CHURCH CLERGY 
 

Pastor Derek Harkins 

(Fridays off) 

Pastor Sylvia Bull 

(Fridays off) 

 
WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

SUNDAY: 8:30 am 
Online 

WEDNESDAY 7:00 pm 
Online 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Thursday 

8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

Friday: 8:00 am - Noon 

 
Pastoral Care 

Emergency Number 

701-595-0233  

 
Answering machine is 
available evenings and 

weekends when the 
office is not staffed. 

Office is generally open 
during the lunch hour. 



Pastoral Ministries 

 

Baptisms 

Daxton David Herberholz 
 

Funerals: 

Randy Anderson 

 

FLC Executive Team 

Jennifer Prince, Chair 

Doug Johnson, Vice-Chair 

Tina Anderson, Vice-Chair 

Steve Sundvor, Secretary 

Hope Schreiner, Treasurer 
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O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel. 

 - 8th century text 
 

 As Advent approaches, as the pandemic rages, as many of us experience  
immense stress, loneliness, and loss, I come back again and again to this 

mother of all advent hymns: O Come, O Come Emmanuel.  

 I sing the words “O come, O come, Emmanuel and ransom captive Israel 

that mourns in lonely exile here” in a new way and with new understanding this year. Life socially 

distanced from friends and family is a lonely exile, indeed. I feel captive to a world sick with disease 
and a lack of neighborly care and concern for the well-being of others.  
 I sing “O come, O Wisdom from on high… teach us your will and guide our way” with fresh  

earnestness, when I must make decisions daily without clear answers or a way forward.  
 I sing “O come, O branch of Jesse… from depths of hell your people save, and give them vict’ry 

o’er the grave” as I stand at gravesides and talk with overwhelmed funeral directors and pray with  

families who are heartsick and struggling with the death of a loved one. 
 I sing “O come, O King of nations, come… refresh the hearts that long for you; restore the  

broken, make us new” with a heart that longs more than ever for the transformation and healing 
that only God can bring.  

 As I sing, I remember that these words are ancient. The antiphons that make up this song date 
from as early as the 700s, used in daily worship from December 17 to 23, and have been sung  
during Advent since at least the 1200s. They have been sung by Christians in the midst of wars and 

plagues and natural disasters and all the sorrow and suffering that life in the world can bring.  

 When we sing this song, we join our voices with theirs, praying in hope and trust that Emmanuel, 
God-with-us, does indeed come into a broken and hurting world. We sing in hope because the Son 
of God does appear to release captives, to guide our way, to save and to restore. God chooses to 

enter fully into a world that is messed up and hurting; chooses to come as a child born to a family 
that knows suffering; chooses to grow into an adult who will walk the lonely path of exile that  

leads to the cross; chooses to rise victorious from the grave out of fierce and unending love for 

God’s people. 
 This year, as we prepare for Christ’s coming at Christmas, I have hope knowing that I am not 

alone. My voice is joined with yours and those of all the saints from every time and place and  

circumstance who sing out in hope and trust that ancient refrain: “Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  
shall come to you, O Israel.” 
 

Christ IS coming soon. God IS with us. Thanks be to God! 

Peace be with each of you in these days, 
Pastor Sylvia 

Pastor Sylvia’s Parables 



FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 

General Fund Revenues 

October:  $35,789; to date, $428,776 

General Fund Expenditures 

October:  $42,525; to date, $438,377 

For Capital Improvements,  

 in memory of:  

  Rick Oberlander 

For Endowment Fund,  

 in memory of:  

  Duane Dick 

  Loretta Link 

CHURCH MEMORIALS  
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We wish to express our appreciation for the efforts extended by 

our pastors, staff members and others in planning, preparing and 

facilitating the Luminary Walk on All Saints Day evening.  Your 

efforts honored our loved ones in such a beautiful and  

touching way. Lights in the darkness brings such comfort  

and the memory it created confirms that our loved  

one’s light still shines. 

Thank you, 

Gene and  LeAnn Severson  
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 Faith Lutheran's December Congregational 

Meeting will be held on Sunday, December 

13th at 9:45am. This meeting will be held in a 

hybrid format, much like the congregational 

meeting to call Pastor Derek in June, both  

virtually on our Facebook page live-streamed 

and with limited in-person availability. We  

are asking that if you are able to attend the 

meeting virtually on Faith Lutheran's Facebook 

page to please do so and reserve the in-person 

seating for ONLY those individuals who do not 

have internet access. When you join the 

meeting virtually on our Facebook page we will 

need you to comment with your name in the 

comment section of the live-stream in order to 

count you present. You will also be able to ask 

questions, make motions, and call to the  

question by using the comment section. You 

will vote through a polling option that will  

appear during the live-stream. We look  

forward to continuing to be the church and  

discerning together where God is calling Faith 

Lutheran Church into 2021! 

 Because you have remained so very faithful 

and our expenses have been lower than  

budgeted, our income has been adequate to  

cover expenses through the month of August.  

Since then our expenses have exceeded income 

and as of the end of October we have fallen  

behind by about $9,600. 

 In a normal year September starts our new 

church year activities and our income increases.  

This year is so very different and we have also 

lost a good number of our faithful members so 

income is down from previous years. 

 We send this message to let you know that 

because of your past faithfulness and a paycheck 

protection loan which will no doubt be forgiven, 

we have an adequate reserve for now but also 

know that this is not sustainable for the long 

haul.  We thank you for your faithful support  

and ask that you prayerfully consider increasing 

this support.  If you need help in setting up one 

of the automatic giving plans please contact Lisa 

at the church office (223-2236) or online at  

faithbismarck.com/give.  
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AGENDA 
Fall/Winter Congregational Meeting 

9:45 AM - December 13, 2020 
  
 

Opening Prayer ............................................................................................... Pastor Derek 

Welcome/Logistics ...................................................................................... Jennifer Prince 

Secretary’s Report ....................................................................................... Steve Sundvor 

    - Approval of June Minutes 

2020 in Review  

     Pastor’s Reports 

Treasurer’s Report ...................................................................................... Hope Schreiner 

The Year Ahead ........................................................................................... Jennifer Prince 

Approval of Proposed 2021 Budget ............................................................ Hope Schreiner 

Approval of Executive Committee Members....... Jennifer Prince and Task Group Directors 

Open Positions:  Vote to Approve Second Terms  

• Assistant Chair – 1 year term 

• Assistant Chair – 2 year term 

• Treasurer 
 

Election of Task Group Chairs 

• Evangelism 

• Elementary Education 

• Stewardship 

• Learning Resources/Library 
 

New Business .............................................................................................. Jennifer Prince 

Closing Prayer ................................................................................................. Pastor Sylvia 



Faith Lutheran Congregational Meeting Minutes 

June 14, 2020 

Meeting called to Order – Jennifer Prince 

Opening Prayer – Pastor Sylvia Bull 

Thank you and acknowledgements - Jennifer 

Secretary’s Report – Steven Sundvor 

Call for corrections or additions to the December 8, 2019 meeting minutes was made.  None were heard.   
Al Kocis made a motion to approve the Congregational Meeting minutes.  Motion was seconded by Dave Anderson.   
Motion approved.   

Treasurer’s Report - Hope Schreiner  
First a recap of last year – thanks to your generosity in December we ended 2019 with a SURPLUS of $13,053, for a surplus budget 
for the first time since 2016!  That is an absolute blessing and I would like to thank you all for your generosity and faithful service! 
 

Revenues for the year 2019 were $579,000 which was 3.5% less than budget.  Expenditures came in at $566,000 which was about 
11.75% under budget.  Human Resources was $58,000 lower, mainly due to the vacant senior pastor position throughout parts of 
the year. Property was below budget by $9,000 mainly due to the continued benefits of lower utility costs and lower maintenance 
costs due the heating/cooling project.  Other items were under budget by a combined cost of $8,600.  Also, 2019 was finished with 
no debt and $97,000 in cash. 
 

For 2020, in the first five months there was a surplus of $11,111, which is better than the budgeted loss of $11,300.  For the full 
year we have a budgeted a balanced budget and are still on track despite the many challenges we have faced throughout the past 
several months.   Through May the revenues are $230,500 or $11,000 less than budget, with expenditures of $219,500, which is 
$55,000 less than budgeted.  If we can continue with our renewed focus on expenses and strive to keep revenues and expenses in 
line, we can achieve a balanced budget again in 2020! 
Dave Anderson made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Motion was seconded by Jim Eslinger.  Motion approved.  

Pastor’s Report – Pastor Sylvia  
There’s been a lot going on since the last time we met.  We continue to participate in the Leadership for Faithful Innovation, and 
we welcomed some congregation members into that process.  Matthew Nygard, Jennifer Prince, Doug Johnson and Jade Neumann 
joined the Guiding Team and have been meeting via Zoom with the team coach Lisa Haugen from Garrison, ND.  We are looking 
forward to bringing a new pastor into that process.   
 

Thank you for connecting with Faith online and providing feedback about the future as we continue to grow in that ministry.  
Thanks to the Executive Team for their service and especially to Jennifer for her leadership.   

2019 in Review – Jennifer 
A few of the highlights: 

• Approval of a new Mission Statement 

• Leadership for Faithful Innovation Guiding Team formation 

• Implementation of recommendations from the Safety and Security team 

• Filled vacant staff positions 

• Ended fiscal year with a balanced budget 

Goals 

Short term goals 

• Investigate and implement strategies to improve online streaming 
• Execute a safe Covid start-up plan  
• Welcome and integrate new Senior Pastor into our congregation 

Long range goals 

• Assess the concrete needs surrounding the building 

• Look at maintenance needs of building siding 

• Develop a leadership plan for Faith Lutheran 

• Create a measurable goal setting process 

Meme May moved to accept short- and long-term goals.  Motion was seconded by Susan Peterson.  Motion approved.  

8 



New Business 
 

Approval of delegates to synod meeting 

Jill Power made a motion to accept Doug Johnson, Tina Anderson, Jennifer Prince, Aleisha Schock and Noelyn Meckle as  

delegates to synod meeting.  Motion was seconded by Dave Anderson.  Motion approved. 
 

Call Committee - Scott Wutzke and Allison Germolus 

I would like to first acknowledge the members of the Call Committee - Jim Isaak, Diane Laub, Allison Germolus, Tina Anderson,  

Noelyn Meckle and Zoe Prince. It has truly been a pleasure to be a part of this group as they have offered a wide variety of view-

points and provided a sound representation of our membership. I would like to begin by providing a brief biography of the selected 

candidate. Pastor Derek Harkins is originally from Casper, WY and along with his family, had always actively participated in his 

hometown church. He was active not only by attending service, but also by being very involved with their youth groups in his  

teenage years. In 2005, he began his formal education at Casper College, working towards and receiving an associate degree in  

Music/Music Performance. When he began his formal education, his did not intend on becoming an ordained minister, but was 

more focused on a career in music and theater. Even though he was focused on music, he had been approached by his Pastors and 

other teachers, whom encouraged him to explore ministry. He indeed started feeling this call and continued his education at Luther 

College in Decorah, Iowa focusing on religion and religious studies, receiving his Bachelor of Arts degree there. He then attended 

Wartburg Theological Seminary, also in Iowa where he received his Master of Divinity degree. Pastor Derek’s first call was at English 

Lutheran Church in Hazen, ND, where he served for five years. He then was called to Christ Lutheran Church in Minot, ND as an  

Associate Pastor and continues to serve them in that capacity. Pastor Derek has served on the Western ND Synod ministry review 

team, since 2013. He served the Sakakawea Hospice program as a volunteer chaplain, for families and patients in their final weeks. 

Pastor Derek also has served as a mentor for first call pastors and has served on the Western Synod’s candidacy committee. In 2018, 

he was nominated by the synod Bishop to take part in a program through the United Lutheran Seminary called “Leading Multi-Staff 

Ministries”, this is a two-year program that focuses on being a senior or lead pastor. Pastor Derek and his wife Jessica have three 

children, Aidan, Ailee and Maya. At this time, we would like to provide you with an opportunity to listen to a sermon that Pastor 

Derek provided recorded from a recent service at Christ Lutheran.  
 

“Tell Us Plainly” sermon by Pastor Derek was played. 
 

The call committee is excited to recommend Pastor Derek Harkins for the Senior Pastor position at Faith Lutheran Church. We think 

Pastor Harkins would be an excellent match for our church and, on behalf of the committee, I will share some of the reasons we 

came to that conclusion. In the beginning of the call process, we asked the call committee members to assess what we thought we 

should look for in a senior pastor. Subsequently, we asked the congregation to do the same. After matching up the needs and  

desires from the data collected, we submitted our ministry profile to the synod expressing those needs and desires. We were also 

required to give a potential candidate a description of who we were as a congregation and what our mission and goals were. Pastor 

Derek matched up and submitted his paperwork for us to review soon after we submitted ours! The top vote getter in our survey 

was preaching/worship, and, as you have observed in the sermon that you just listened to, Pastor Derek is very talented in this area. 

Pastor Derek expressed his love to be creative with worship. Our congregational survey revealed that our members rated pastoral 

care and visitation as high priority for a lead pastor. Pastor Derek expressed that he loves pastoral ministry and loves the  

relationships that he has developed with parishioners. He stressed that establishing relationship and communication with  

parishioners before a crisis develops was a goal of his. He believes in involving the members of the congregation in pastoral care 

and visitation also. Youth/Family Ministry, Teaching, Christian Education, and Children’s Ministry were all listed as very important to 

our members. Pastor Derek has helped implement some successful and growing programs in this area. Involving youth and children 

in the church service was one thing that he said he liked to do. Pastor Derek was genuinely excited about the mission of our church, 

“We are building a welcoming, nurturing faith community that is guided by Jesus and shares the Gospel.” Pastor Derek’s preferred 

method to leadership is one in which collaboration or a team approach is utilized, as it provides more input and insight which in 

turn, makes educated decisions possible. Open communication with staff and clergy members are always a huge priority. Pastor 

Derek’s approach to stewardship was also intriguing. He described his approach as a narrative budget, encouraging members to 

think about why they give. He started something he called Stewardship for all seasons. He had a lot of experience and success with 

stewardship at his church in Minot dealing with the aftermath of the 2011 flood. Pastor Derek would be a great addition to our 

team at Faith Lutheran Church.  Scott Wutzke, on behalf of the entire Call Committee, made a motion to proceed with the  

approval vote to receive Pastor Derek as our Senior Pastor.  Motion was seconded by Herb Kaul.  Motion approved. 
 

Closing Prayer - Pastor Sylvia 

Meeting was adjourned - 130 people were in attendance (on-site & online) 

 

Steven Sundvor, Secretary 
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"And she gave 
birth to a son, 
a male child, 
who is to rule 
all the nations 
with a rod of 
iron; and her 
child was 
caught up to 
God and to His 
throne."  
– Revelation 12:5 

http://www.bis-faith.org/
http://www.bis-faith.org/

