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PRELUDE 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 GATHERING: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,  

the fountain of living water,  

the rock who gave us birth,  

our light and our salvation. 

Amen. 
 

The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 
 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks. 

You are welcome to join the minister in pouring or sprinkling water in your home, 

and/or to make the sign of the cross on your forehead, with or without water. 
  

We give you thanks, O God, 

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 

and by your Word you created the world, 

calling forth life in which you took delight. 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom. 

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 



Shower us with your Spirit, 

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

To you be given honor and praise 

through Jesus Christ our Lord 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

GATHERING HYMN:  382 “Christ Is Risen! Alleluia!”  
 

1 Christ is risen! Alleluia! Risen our victorious head! 

 Sing his praises! Alleluia! 

 Christ is risen from the dead! 

 Gratefully our hearts adore him 

 as his light once more appears; 

 bowing down in joy before him, 

 rising up from griefs and tears. 
 

Refrain 

 Christ is risen! Alleluia! 

 Risen our victorious head! 

 Sing his praises! Alleluia! 

 Christ is risen from the dead! 

 

2 Christ is risen! All the sadness of our Lenten fast is o'er; 

 through the open gates of gladness 

 he returns to life once more; 

 death and hell before him bending 

 see him rise, the victor now, 

 angels on his steps attending, 

 glory round his wounded brow.  Refrain 



3 Christ is risen! All the sorrow 

 that last evening round him lay 

 now has found a glorious morrow 

 in the rising of today. 

 See the grave its firstfruits giving, 

 springing up from holy ground; 

 Christ was dead, but now is living; 

 he was lost, but he is found.  Refrain 
 

4 Christ is risen! Henceforth never 

 death or hell shall us enthrall. 

 We are Christ's, in him forever 

 we have triumphed over all. 

 All the doubting and dejection 

 of our trembling hearts have ceased; 

 hail the day of resurrection! 

 Let us rise and keep the feast.  Refrain 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion  

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty and eternal God, the strength of those who believe and the 

hope of those who doubt, may we, who have not seen, have faith  

in you and receive the fullness of Christ’s blessing, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  



 WORD:  God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 20th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Gospel: John 20:19-31 

 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors 

of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Je-

sus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ After he said 

this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when 

they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father 

has sent me, so I send you.’ When he had said this, he breathed on them and 

said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are 

forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’ 

 But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with 

them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the 

Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and 

put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not be-

lieve.’ 

 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with 

them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and 

said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and 

see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but 

believe.’  

 Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you  

believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and  

yet have come to believe.’ 

  

 



 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 

written in this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that 

Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life 

in his name. 

 The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  ELW 375 “Alleluia! Christ Is Arisen”  
 

Refrain 

Alleluia! Christ is arisen.Bright is the dawning of the Lord's day. 
 

1 Run, faithful women, to the grave-side. 

Marvel, the stone is rolled away! 

Hear from the angel, "He is risen." 

Christ goes before you all the way.    Refrain 

2 Rise, Magdalena, from your weeping; 

Christ stands before your very eyes. 

Quickly return to the disciples; 

bear the good news: "He is alive."    Refrain 

3 Gather, disciples, in the evening: 

suddenly Christ your Lord appears. 

"Look, it is I, your wounded Savior. 

Peace be with you, and do not fear."  Refrain 

4 Thomas, where were you on that evening? 

"I'll not believe unless I see." 

Christ comes again, and ev'ry Lord's day:   

"Touch me and see; have faith in me."  Refrain 

OFFERING MOMENT 

 



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, forever and ever.   

Amen. 

 
SENDING:  God blesses us and sends us into the world to  

love and serve our neighbors. 

 
BLESSING 

Now is the acceptable time. 

Now is the day of salvation. 

Holy God, speaking, spoken, and inspiring, 

☩ bless you, unbind you, and send you in love and in peace. Amen. 

 

 

 



SENDING HYMN:  ELW 367 “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” 
 

1 Now all the vault of heav'n resounds 

 in praise of love that still abounds: 

 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 

 Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear! 

 Repeat their song of glory here: 

 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

2 Eternal is the gift he brings, 

 therefore our heart with rapture sings: 

 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 

 Now still he comes to give us life 

 and by his presence stills all strife. 

 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

3 Oh, fill us, Lord, with dauntless love; 

 set heart and will on things above 

 that we conquer through your triumph; 

 grant grace sufficient for life's day 

 that by our lives we truly say: 

 "Christ has triumphed! He is living!" 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

4 Adoring praises now we bring 

 and with the heav'nly blessed sing: 

 "Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!" 

 Be to the Father, and our Lord, 

 to Spirit blest, most holy God, 

 all the glory, never ending! 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 

 



DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord! 

Thanks be to God! 
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April 19, 2020 2nd Sunday of Easter ~ John 20:19-31 

Jesus provided far more God-revealing signs than are written down in this book. 

These are written down so you will believe that Jesus is Messiah, the Son of God 

and in the act of believing, have real and eternal life in the way he personally revealed 

it. Signs are woven throughout John’s Gospel. All the same, signs aren’t always 

easy to read. We have such stereotyped ideas of what God does and how he does 

it that we frequently misread the signposts.   

~ Faith Simonieg, Assistant to the Bishop for Stewardship and Generosity 

 

Thank you for your gifts of $13,811 general fund offerings this week. 

 

General Fund Revenues: March, $44,133; to date, $131,668 

General Fund Expenditures:  March, 38,977; to date, $139,836 

 

Looking for ways to serve God and neighbor during this time? Check 

out our new "Serve" page on our website faithbismarck.com/serve to learn how 

you can respond to needs from our partner ministries and the wider community. 

Thank you for the many ways you are serving as the church in the world in these 

days!  

http://faithbismarck.com/serve


God Sightings! God is with us in the big moments to the small ones; we're chal-

lenging you to find God Sightings in your everyday life! There is a bulletin board 

where you can write your God Sightings down, or you can post a photo talking 

about a God Sighting and share it on social media with the hashtag 

#FaithGodSightings in the caption. 

 
You can continue to give to FLC’s mission and ministry via mail: 

(1402 E Ave C, Bismarck, ND 58501), directly through your bank’s bill pay  

feature, electronically through our website, or by using the Give+ app. If you  

do not already give, please consider committing to a sustaining gift of $5 or  

$10 a month as we continue to share in ministry together. 

 

 

 

 

 

If you know of anyone who is in need of  

special assistance during this time, please  

contact the church office at 223-2236. 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26214. New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of  
Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. 
All rights reserved. Service and Hymns printed in this bulletin—unless in the public domain—are covered by CCLI License 
2214977 and One License.net #A-704330.(All rights reserved) Permissions for live-streaming also covered by One License. 
Portions of the Liturgy are reprinted from Sundays and Seasons, copyright 2019. Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt 




