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MISSION STATEMENT 

“We are building a welcoming, nurturing  

faith community that is guided  

by Jesus and shares the Gospel”  

FAITH LUTHERAN 

CHURCH CLERGY 

Pastor Steve Sathre  

   (Friday off) 

Pastor Sylvia Bull  

   (Monday off)  

 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Sundays: 8:30 am  

       & 11:00 am 

Wednesdays: 7:00 pm 

 

Sunday worship rides 

are available (call 

church office on or 

before Friday morning) 

 

FLC OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Thursday 

  8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

Friday: 8:00 am - Noon 

 

Answering machine 

available evenings and 

weekends when office is 

not staffed. Office is 

usually open during 

lunch hour.  

1402 East Avenue C, Bismarck, ND 58501 

Phone: 701-223-2236  Fax: 701-223-0485 

www.faithbismarck.com 



Pastor Steve’s Corner 

It's been thirty-four years since I last 

came to a new church, so joining the 

staff at Faith is  a whole new adventure 

for me. I retired last fall, and had always 

been interested in doing some interim 

ministry in my retirement, but I had 

always thought I would take at least a 

year off before doing that. Then out of 

the blue the bishop  called and made me 

an offer that I couldn't refuse. 

Pastor Jon’s departure was a shock not 

only to this church, but to the whole 

community. I have witnessed what an 

impact a conscientious interim pastor 

had at my former church during a time 

of transition, and I can only hope that I 

can provide that kind of assistance here.  

     From the very beginning of my time 

here, I have sensed a wonderful, warm 

spirit about Faith. Your leaders, your 

staff, and everyone else I met have been 

so very welcoming that I am thrilled to 

be here. I look forward to getting to 

know you and having you know me a 

little better. I know that I will only be 

here a relatively short time until you are 

ready to receive your next pastor, but I 

hope I can be helpful in moving things 

forward in this time of transition.  

     One of my favorite Bible passages to 

guide me through change is Jeremiah 

29:11 - “For surely I know the plans I 

have for you, says the Lord, plans for 

your welfare and not for harm, to give 

you a future with hope.” As we face the 

future, we can do so with confidence 

knowing that through everything, God is 

giving us a future with hope. 
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On behalf of the Executive Committee I 

would like to provide an update about the 

next steps while we are without a Senior 

Pastor. Executive Committee has been in 

regular contact with Bishop Mark Narum 

since Pastor Jon announced his departure 

at FLC. The synod has helped us to find 

an Interim Pastor. Pastor Steve Sathre 

(retired Pastor from Trinity) will start on 

October 21st as our Interim Lead Pastor.  

We have entered into a 6-month contract 

with him to serve as a ¾ time Lead 

Pastor. 

     We have also been working with 

Bishop Narum to start the call process.  

October 20th a special meeting is taking 

place to vote in members to establish a 

call committee for FLC’s call of a Senior 

Pastor. After the call committee is 

established their first order of business 

will be to work with the congregation to 

complete our Congregation Profile Form. 

This profile is used to introduce our 

congregation to Pastors looking to 

receive a call. After the profile is 

complete it will be approved by the 

executive committee and sent to the 

Synod. Then Synod staff then start 

helping us find matches that fit our 

congregation profile.  It will be the call 

committee that will be reviewing Pastor 

Profiles, make the decision to interview a 

Pastor, and be responsible to conduct the 

interview.  Once the call committee has 

agreed on a candidate it will come to the 

congregation for a vote to call or not call 

the Pastor.  

     Please keep each member of the call 

committee in your prayers in the 

upcoming weeks and months as they are 

tasked with this responsibility. May we 

pray that the Holy Spirit wraps himself 

around each member of the call 

committee during this time of 

discernment. 

 

Pastor Steve Sathre  

Executive  

Committee  

Update 
Jennifer Prince 

 

Members of  the  

Call Committee are: 

Diane Laub 

Scott Wutzke 

Allison Germolous 

Jim Isaac 

Zoe Prince 

Noelyn Meckle 

Tina Anderson  



Clergy and Ministry 

Staff Contact  

Information  

Steve Sathre 

Interim Lead Pastor 

Steve.bisfaith@gmail.com 

 

Sylvia Bull  

Associate Pastor 

406-750-3956 

sylvia.bisfaith@gmail.com  

 

Lisa Aamodt  

Accountant  

701-223-2236  

lisa.bisfaith@gmail.com  

 

Janine Johannes 

Music Coordinator 

701-223-2236 

janine.bisfaith@gmail.com  

 

Cheryl Johnson 

Office Manager  

701-223-2236  

cheryl.bisfaith@ 

     midconetwork.com  

 

Robert Marquez 

Custodian 

701-223-2236 

 

Kenny Opsal  

Director of Ed. & Youth 

701-223-2236  

keny.bisfaith@ 

     midconetwork.com  

 

Randy Smith 

Maintenance Supervisor  

701-223-2236  

 

Donna Weigel  

Communication Assistant 

701-223-2236 

donna.bisfaith@gmail.com  
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Gospel Seeds  
 
November 2019 

Transition… 

    Transition planning within the synod has 

taken a new twist. My term as Bishop will 

end on February 18, 2020 as I have 

accepted a call to serve as Senior Pastor at 

Trinity Lutheran in Bismarck. This is a 

bittersweet time – I have enjoyed much of 

the work over the past 11 years. That work 

is ending about 6 months earlier than 

anticipated. I will miss working with 

leaders and congregations on Renewal 

Work, Mission, Vision and Value Planning, 

as well as coaching rostered leaders in the 

work they are doing. I will miss the work of 

encouraging others to consider a call to 

rostered ministry, to dreaming about 

outreach to those who do not know Jesus or 

who do have faith but haven’t found a place 

in a congregation.   

   At the same time, I am looking forward to 

living into deep relationships in one 

congregation. I look forward to once again 

standing at the baptismal font as God 

welcomes another child into the family, 

presiding at the same communion rail on a 

regular basis, being involved in faith 

forming conversations and Bible Studies.   

    This work has been a blessing, mainly 

because of you all. I will continue to pray 

that God would bless this entire synod – we 

are safely in God’s hands. 

 

Who will lead the Synod in the 

interim??? 

   The gift of being part of the church is that 

we do not walk alone. In the midst of my 

discernment process, conversations were 

happening with our churchwide partners 

about what would happen if I were to leave 

the call to serve as Bishop before the end of 

my term. While the Western North Dakota 

Synod has not dealt with this kind of a 

transition before, other synods have and 

they were assisted in the process by 

churchwide staff. 

   You have an excellent Synod Vice 

President, Bruce Carlson, who also leads 

the Transition Team. Bruce has already 

been in conversation with churchwide staff 

concerning the process of naming an 

Interim Bishop.   

Normally it is a former Bishop who has 

retired from another synod who the synod 

council appoints in consultation with the 

Presiding Bishop. 

   Pray for this process and know that your 

Synod Council will let you know as soon as 

they have information to share. 

 

What about the Staff… 

   One of the greatest assets of this synod is 

its staff – we have been blessed by their 

commitment, wisdom, presence and 

compassion.  For now, the staff will 

continue to serve as they have over recent 

years. The Executive Staff (Beth, Sherie 

and Faith) have calls/positions which are co

-terminus with the term of the Bishop, the 

term runs through the end of August 2020.  

Each of them is already in discernment 

about what is next for them.  It is also true 

that the next Bishop has the option of 

inviting any or all of them to remain on 

staff.   

   Our office staff (Laurie, Carrie and 

Matthew) continue as synod staff.  As with 

any employee they always have the option 

to decide whether or not to continue their 

employment. 

   Please keep all the staff in prayer – this 

transition time is stressful.  There is anxiety 

in any time of change.  May peace be found 

in God’s leading and guiding.       

 

Other News… 

   Hettinger Lutheran has called Rev. Selva 

Periannan to serve as their pastor. Rev. 

Selva interned at Good Shepherd in 

Continued on page 4 



Men of Faith 

Men of Faith Annual 

Christmas Dinner will be 

held on Thursday, 

December 5, 2019 at 6:00 

pm. The menu will consist 

of a tasty meal of ham and 

all the trimmings, followed 

soon after with the now 

infamous Faith Lutheran 

bars. 

 

Tickets will be sold on 

Sundays and Wednesdays 

starting November 24th in 

the Gathering area. Adults 

$10.00, Children 10 and 

under $5.00 

 

Please encourage your 

friends to attend and enjoy 

a evening of food, 

fellowship and music. 

 

Proceeds will go towards 

the continuing ministries of 

both the baptismal chests 

and bus transportation. 
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Bismarck.  He will begin his call in 

November. 

    Rev. Mike Burns has arrived in Tioga.  

Rev. Burns has been called to First and 

Trinity, Tioga.  He comes to us from the 

Houston, Texas area. 

    A First Call Clergy Couple was assigned 

to the Western North Dakota Synod in the 

fall assignment process.  They have 

received paperwork to two separate 

parishes, and it is expected they will begin 

the interview process soon. 

    The Synod Endowment Committee met 

in mid-October. They captured over 

$99,000 in gains on their investments.  

Those funds will be used to provide 

scholarships, debt-buy down for rostered 

leaders and mission grants for creative 

Christ centered ministries. The Committee 

has also approved a debt buy down 

program for rostered leaders within the 

synod and an application process. We are 

so thankful for all of the faithful people 

who have gifted the Endowment Fund over 

the years.  Your financial gifts make these 

grants available. 

     

God Bless All!  

Mark Narum 

Serving as Bishop of the  

Western North Dakota Synod 

 

Gospel Seeds continued 



MSLCC Update 
In October, after the big snow storm, the 

official ground breaking at the North 

Washington occurred.  Roers Construction 

has started moving earth, the ND Dept of 

Health has finally approved all of the 

building plans for the skilled nursing facili-

ty.  We are excited! 

 

A Capital Campaign will start in January. 

Our goal is to raise $10 million dollars 

through grants, foundations, individual 

donations and business donations.  This 

money will be dedicated to completing the 

Chapel, hydrotherapy pool, employee day 

care center, public dining area, and a few 

other items.   

 

It is anticipated that construction will take 

until fall of 2021.  The main floor will be 

primarily for physical rehabilitation pa-

tients, one floor will have a memory unit 

with an outdoor feature.   

 

The building will be in the shape of an X 

with the nurses’ stations and dining areas 

in the center area of each floor.  Each of 

the wings will have 12 single patient 

rooms, each with private bathrooms and 

showers. 

 

The main entrance to the facility will be 

the current building on the property, the 

former Good Shepherd north building.  

This will continue to be the main entrance 

when the next two phases are constructed – 

basic care and independent living. 

 

For more information, go to https://

missourislope.com/north-campus-project/.  

A short video will show you the overall 

concept for the project.  If you have any 

questions, either contact MSLCC directly 

or Diane Laub, Faith’s member on the 

Board of Directors at 222-0160. 
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Church School News 
 
We have rotated the giving calendar. This first quarter we will 
give to the Women’s Chair Fund.  Please help us seat the church! 
We have raised $492.67 so far (and we still have all of Novem-
ber). 
 
 

Confirmation News 
 
Acolyte Schedule: 
Sunday      Wednesday 
Sept. 3, 10, 17,  24                Sept. 6 , 13, 20, 27 
8:30 AM     Acolytes 
Rylee DeWall & Kaitlyn Tschida                TJ Olson Carter Conlon 
11:00 AM     John Mickelson 
Brennan Nelson     Communion Assistants 
      Tyler & McKenna Becker 
        
Please find a substitute if you cannot be present   
          
Pizza Schedule 
11/6 Cyan Sorenson 
11/13 Brady Weatherly 
11/20 Bridget Weatherly  
 
Notes 

• 11/17 Missouri Slope 8th Graders (2/3) 

• 4th Grade P/S Sessions Sunday (11/10, 11/17) Wednesday (11/13, 11/20) 

Kenny’s 

Korner 

Kids Bible Verse of the Month 

“God is our refuge and 
strength a very present  

help in trouble.” 
- Psalm 46:1 

https://missourislope.com/north-campus-project/
https://missourislope.com/north-campus-project/


The deadline to submit information to the News & Views newsletter is the 10th 

of each month prior to the next newsletter.  

 

The Church bulletin deadline each week is at noon on Tuesday for the 

upcoming Sunday bulletin.  

 

Articles, schedule, etc., can be sent by email to donna.bisfaith@gmail.com For 

additional information, call the church office at 701-223-2236.  
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Welcome our 
new members 

For I was hungry and you 
gave me food, I was thirsty 
and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and 
you welcomed me. 

 Matthew 25:35 

Joe and Hannah Grotsun Lisa and Mike (not pictured) Bennett,  

Debra Stoppler Laurel Kukert 

Sandy and Curt Erickson (not pictured) 





Faith Lutheran Church is a 

congregation of the Western 

North Dakota Synod of 

the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America. Founded 

in 1946, we are building a 

welcoming, nurturing faith 

community that is guided by 

Jesus and shares the Gospel. 

 

All are welcome to become 

part of our community of 

Christ. There is no dress code 

- come as you are!  

Children and families are 

always welcome in worship. 

Faith Lutheran Church        
1402 E Avenue C                           

Bismarck, ND  58501-4398  

                                                                                                                 

www.faithbismarck.com         

(701)223-2236 

 
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

November 2019 
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