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“We are building a welcoming, nurturing  

faith community that is guided  

by Jesus and shares the Gospel.”  
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1402 East Avenue C, Bismarck, ND 58501 

Phone: 701-223-2236  Fax: 701-223-0485 
After Hours Emergency Line: 701-595-0223 

 

FAITH LUTHERAN 

CHURCH CLERGY 
 

Pastor Derek Harkins 

(Fridays off) 

Pastor Sylvia Bull 

(Fridays off) 

 
WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

SUNDAY: 9:30 a.m. 
Online and Indoor 

 

WEDNESDAY 7:00 pm 
Online and Indoor 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Thursday 

8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

Friday: 8:00 am - Noon 

 
Pastoral Care 

Emergency Number 

701-595-0223  

 
Answering machine is 
available evenings and 

weekends when the 
office is not staffed. 

Office is generally open 
during the lunch hour. 

Stewardship Definition 

The definition of stewardship can vary depending on the book you 

are reading or the internet search you do. All definitions are based 

on being “responsible for the resources in which God has created for 

us.” Stewardship is not about ownership, but about caring for a 

something that doesn't belong to us.  
 

So, what are we entrusted to care for as stewards? 

The bible says, everything! That’s because everything we have is not 

ours, it is God’s and it is our responsibility to manage and care for  

it. As we think about what stewardship means to us and our own 

definition, it is important to think about how being stewards also  

includes making those things we are responsible for, better.  

Cont. on inside cover. 



FLC Executive Team 
 

Jennifer Prince, Chair 

Amy Groce, Vice-Chair 

Steve Sundvor, Secretary 

Matthew Nygard, Treasurer 

Pastoral Ministries 
 

Baptism 
Elyza Marie Youle 
Holland Rose Deyle 
 

Funerals 
Marilyn Schlafman 
Erling Olson 

Simple things like picking up 

trash outside, planting  

flowers, or recycling are all 

ways we are stewards of the 

great gift of Earth that God 

has given us. 
 

Stewardship is a way of life.  

How are you caring for what God has given you? 
 

Stewardship committee members:  

Mercy Carkuff, Shawna Capan and Aaron Isaak. 

 

Special thanks to Lisa Aamodt 

Continued from the cover. 



Grace and peace to you Sisters and Brothers in Christ! 
 

 As I sit down to write my article to you all this month, I find myself in a  
reflective and nostalgic mood. I am just a week away from my one year  
anniversary of beginning my call here at Faith Lutheran. It is hard to believe 
that an entire year has gone by and at the very same time, because that year 
was 2020, it also feels like it has been several years smashed into one! I am 
coming upon the 10th Anniversary of my Ordination on July 8th celebrating 
being called to serve as a Pastor in Christ’s church for 10 years!  I can’t  
believe how quickly it has gone.  On that day 10 years ago when I had hands 
laid on me and prayers said over me and I was ordained to be a minister of Word and Sacrament I 
had no idea what that journey would entail.  It was an exciting, yet also scary time.  It always 
seems to be that way when it comes to the movement of the Holy Spirit, every emotion rolled  
up together.  The Spirit blows you where it chooses.  It isn’t always easy, but it will always be  
fulfilling and blessings will come in many different forms. 
 

 In the 10 years that I have served, the congregations that I've served have taught me so much 
— so much about myself, yes, but they have also taught me so much about God and the church. 
The most important thing I have learned during these 10 years is that the church is Christ’s 
church. It isn’t mine. It isn’t yours. It’s Christ’s. I also learned very quickly that being the body of 
Christ isn’t a one person gig. It takes many members with many gifts, as the Apostle Paul teaches 
us in his first letter to the Corinthians. Each of you is gifted and called by God to use those gifts. 
Pastors aren’t the only human beings called by God. Every single person is. I am so very grateful 
for the countless individuals who have shown me the love of Christ through their faithful actions, 
work, and love. 
 

 I want to take the time in this newsletter article to thank all of you.  Thank you for allowing me 
to enter into your lives.  Thank you for welcoming me and my family here to this place in the 
midst of a global pandemic when so much was unknown.  Thank you for your grace and love that 
pours out from each and every one of you.  I see the face of Christ endlessly in each of you and it 
gives me hope; hope for the world and hope for the kingdom of God. I want to thank you for the  
forgiveness you all extend to me on a regular basis. I have done a lot of learning and growing.  
We have journeyed through a pandemic together. Nobody ever taught any of us how to do that, 
but we made it through with each other and with God’s grace. 
 

 I look forward to many more years in the future serving as your pastor. I look forward to  
continuing to grow together and learn from one another. Who knows where the Spirit blows?   
Certainly not I. But I am thankful the Spirit has blown me here! 
 

In Christ, 
 

Pastor Derek  
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Pastor Derek’s Parables 
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In the text above, a scholar of the law dared to 

test Jesus; asking him what he thinks is the 

greatest commandment of all. Jesus gave him  

a clear answer. The greatest command among 

many things that man could do is to love. To 

love God with one’s heart soul, and mind and  

to love one’s neighbor are the greatest com-

mandments of all. These two are inseparable. 

One cannot say “I love God” but hate his/ her 

neighbor or have nothing to do with his/ her 

neighbor. Because God is love and that is why 

we can love. 
 

I admit, it was hard to love my neighbor  

because their dog was barking at 2:30 a.m.  

this morning. Last week, it was hard to love  

my neighbor because they were taking too long 

to in the aisle at Walmart and I was in a hurry to 

finish my shopping. 
 

How can I live out this commandment I hear in 

the book of Matthew?   

In worship, we say over and over that we  

are the Body of Christ. We hear it at the  

communion rail, and we read it in 1 Corinthians 

12 where Paul emphasizes the unity of the 

Church: “we are made up of many parts, but we 

are one body. The many parts of the body are 

different from each other, and all are necessary. 

There should be no division. And if one part of 

the body suffers, every part suffers with it.” 
 

Paul continues writing that spiritual gifts,  

especially love, are designed to bring glory to 

God. It is our highest calling – to be the hands 

and feet of Jesus. We are called into mission as 

the Church, as the Body of Christ, to continue 

the work that Jesus did. 
 

One way to love is to serve. To lovingly show 

kindness to strangers, especially those who are 

in need. Practicing loving on our neighbor takes 

effort, discipline, and intentionality. Imagine 

how you might do this and begin with prayer.  

A Message from Faith Simonieg 
Associate to the Bishop for Stewardship, Generosity, and Ministerial Transition 

The Most Important Command (The Message) 

 When the Pharisees heard how he had bested the Sadducees, they gathered their forces for an 
assault. One of their religion scholars spoke for them, posing a question they hoped would show him 
 Jesus said, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your passion and prayer and intelligence.’ This is the 
most important, the first on any list. But there is a second to set alongside it: ‘Love others as well as 
you love yourself.’ These two commands are pegs; everything in God’s Law and the Prophets hangs 
from them.” Matthew 22 

Continued  on next page. 



FINANCIAL UPDATE 
 

General Fund Revenues 

May, $46,649;  

to date + $218,637 +  

$70,600 PPP Loan Forgiveness  
 

General Fund Expenditures 

May, $45,156; to date $237,668 

 
CHURCH MEMORIALS 

 

For Endowment Fund, in memory of: 

 Larry “Butch” Weisz 

 Pastor Joel Sherer 
  

For Scholarships, in memory of: 

 Pastor Joel Sherer 
 

For FLCW, in memory of 

 Sue Anderson’s niece 
  

For Youth, in memory of: 

 Stuart Pfenning 

 

Details can be found in the Memorial 

book in the Gathering Place. 
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The 2021 Synod Assembly theme: “Love God, Love 

Neighbor” came from Matthew 22. I encourage you 

to view video of the engaging Bible Studies led by 

Pastor Pauline Crowder, Pastor Sylvia Bull, and  

Pastor Joe Natwick by following this link:   

 https://vimeo.com/showcase/8514460 

Please reach out to me by phone at 701-226-5865  

or via email at faith@wndsynod.org. God called me 

to serve on the synod staff as a resource on steward-

ship, so I would love to talk with you! 

 

Peace be with you,  
 
Faith Simonieg, 
Associate to the Bishop for Stewardship, Generosity 
and Ministerial Transition 

MATTHEW 22:39 

https://vimeo.com/showcase/8514460
mailto:faith@wndsynod.org
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Summary of the 2021 Synod Assembly 

 Over 250 members of the Western North Dakota Synod gathered together in a hybrid Synod  

Assembly on June 4, 2021.  Seventy participants joined those in the room at the Grand Hotel in  

Minot as together we engaged the ministry God calls us to as Synod.  

 

Love God.  Love People.  

Synod Assembly kicked off with music, prayers, scripture, and a  

sermon from Bishop Craig that tied our theme of “Love God. Love  

People” together. There were many smiles and much joy as the  

assembly sang, listened to the Word, and shared communion. 

Throughout the day, stories were shared focusing on loving God  

and loving all our neighbors. 

 

ELCA Churchwide Report  

Rev. Robin Brown, Director of Congregational Mission Funding for the ELCA shared ways that we  

are church together for the sake of the world. Rev. Brown shared updates about Mission Support, 

ELCA World Hunger, Missionaries, Lutheran Disaster Response, ELCA Fund for Leaders, the Mission 

Investment Fund, the National Youth Gathering, social media opportunities, and also offered a 

thank you to Bishop Craig, Synod Staff, and the congregations and members of the Western North 

Dakota Synod.  

 

Bible Study 

Bible Studies were led by three of the synod’s conference deans:  Rev. Sylvia Bull, Dean of the East 

Missouri Conference, Rev. Joe Natwick, Dean of the Badlands Conference, and Rev. Pauline Crowder 

of the Lonetree Conference.  The assembly theme was continued throughout the devotions inviting 

people into conversations about loving God, loving, yourself and loving your neighbor and what that 

looks like in our lives.  

 

Bishop Craig Schweitzer’s Report to the Assembly 

Bishop Craig offered a brief overview of his report to the Synod Assembly. 

The entire report can be found on the Synod website. Bishop Craig  

introduced synod staff, defining their new roles and shared the ways they 

serve the synod.  The bishop then reminded us that, “everything we need  

to be God’s children, to love God and our neighbor, has already been given 

to us.”  

 The focus of the staff’s work moving forward was illustrated using a picture of a three-sail  

sailboat with the sails representing Stewardship, Leadership, and Relationship.  
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 The stewardship sail calls us to look deeply at how we love our neighbor in all that we say and do. 

The leadership sail calls us to embrace the Lutheran core of vocation. The relationship sail calls us to 

connect to others in our communities and across the national and global church. This sail encourages 

us to dig deeper into our relationships with God, one another, and our neighbor. Synod council and 

staff will continue to unpack this three-tier sailboat as we move forward. 
 

Special Celebrations  

 Many celebrations were postponed during 2020 due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  This year’s  

assembly allowed us to celebrate these postponed events with even deeper appreciation.  During 

opening worship, the Assembly commemorated several milestone ordination anniversaries including 

50 years of ordination of women pastors, 40 years of ordination of women of color, and 10 years of 

ordination for members of the LGBT+ community.   

 The Assembly Banquet honored Rostered Ministers celebrating milestone ordination  

anniversaries in both 2020 and 2021.  Rev. Cole Bentley, Metigoshe Lutheran Church, Bottineau was 

recognized as the 2019 recipient of the ELCA’s prestigious Dr. Richard Lee Peterman Good Steward 

Award.  Since 1984, one congregational pastor is selected each year from across the ELCA for this 

award for exemplifying outstanding stewardship ministry through teaching, preaching and example. 

Congratulations to Pastor Cole and the congregation of Metigoshe Lutheran Church in Bottineau!    

 In 2019, the ELCA Churchwide assembly approved a new entrance rite for Ministers of Word and 

Service in the ELCA. Beginning in September of 2019 all new ministers of Word and Service accepting 

calls to ministry are ordained as deacons.  Prior to 2019, members of this roster had been consecrated  

or commissioned.  During the closing worship we had the opportunity to formally welcome those  

previously commissioned and consecrated onto the roster of ordained Ministers of Word and Service.    

 A reception on Thursday evening provided the opportunity to publicly celebrate the installation  

of Bishop Craig Schweitzer as the bishop of the Western North Dakota Synod.  Due to pandemic  

restrictions last fall the installation of Bishop took place digitally and we were not able to offer a 

chance for the wider synod to celebrate at that time.   

 The Synod Council also wanted to acknowledge the extra work synod staff put in during the interim 

period prior to last summer’s election and their ongoing work through the transition.  A Saturday 

breakfast reception afforded the opportunity to say thank you and to allow members of the synod to 

meet some of the new faces on synod staff.   
 

SUMMARY OF THE WORK OF THE SYNOD IN PLENARY 
 

Elected to Serve on WND Synod Council: Bruce Carlson (Vice President), Oak Valley, Velva; Rob  

Anderson (Secretary), Christ Lutheran, Minot; Cameron McBeth (Treasurer), Zion Lutheran, Towner; 

Rev. Beth Walch, Lord of Life, Bismarck; Deacon Alexandra Benson, Heart River Lutheran, Mandan; 

Rev. Tim Mantei, Mary Carlson (Lay), Bethany Lutheran, Minot; Erin Lundby (Lay), St. Olaf, Grenora; 

Craig McLaughlin (Lay), Medora Lutheran, Medora; Gryffen Sailer (At-Large Youth), Good Shepherd 

Lutheran, Bismarck. 

Continued  on next page. 



Elected to Serve on the Synod’s Consultation Committee 

Rev. Sharon Baker, Rugby/Leeds Parish; Rev. Chris Lenning, Plaza Area Parish 
 

Elected to Serve on the Synod Discipline Committee 

Dale Sandstrom, Good Shepherd Lutheran, Bismarck; Kent Reirson, Gloria Dei, Williston; John 

McMaster, First Lutheran, Williston; Rachel Thomason, Lutheran Church of the Cross, Bismarck;  

Rev. Lisa Lewton, St. John Lutheran Church, Dickinson; Rev. Christina Martin, Good Shepherd  

Lutheran, Bismarck.  
 

Nominated as candidates for the ELCA Church Council 

Rev. Lisa Ahlness, Lutheran Church of the Cross, Bismarck; 

Rev. Cole Bentley, Metigoshe Lutheran Church, Bottineau 
 

Elected to serve as voting members to the 2022 ELCA Churchwide Assembly 

Reinhard Hauck, St. John, Killdeer; Rev. Mary Wiggins, Scranton Parish; Crystal Engel, Lord of Life, 

Bismarck; Rev. Elizabeth Walch, Lord of Life, Bismarck; Paul Kadrmas, Heart River, Mandan; Rev. 

Christina Martin, Good Shepherd, Bismarck; Vickie Benzmiller, Augustana, Underwood; Rev. Sue 

Lynn White, Oak Valley, Velva; Leah Johnson, First Lutheran, Rugby; Rev. Kathleen Nygaard, First  

Lutheran, Granville; Ron Wright, First Lutheran, Williston; Evan Ostland, Evangelical, Tolley; Rosa 

Berg, Christ Lutheran, Minot; Trent Hunskor, Dovre Lutheran, Newburg 
 

Western ND Fiscal Plan for 2022 

Action:  PASSED - The Assembly adopted the fiscal plan for the 2022 fiscal year as proposed by  

synod council. 
 

2022 Compensation Guidelines for Rostered Ministers 

Action:  PASSED - The Assembly adopted the 2022 Compensation Guidelines for Rostered Ministers 

serving in the Western North Dakota Synod as proposed by synod council.   

 
We give thanks to God for all the members of this synod who shared  

their gifts and talents in ministry with the assembly this year and  

to all who served as voting members.   

 

 

Synod Assembly 2022 is scheduled for June 3-4, 2022 in Bismarck.   

We look forward to returning to an in person two-day assembly.    
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The bookcase that was in the Gathering Area has been moved to the  

library where it will be better utilized. Those of you who enjoyed reading 

the magazines, publications and Guideposts can now find them in the  

same racks, but in the library instead. Plan a visit to our church library  

to choose from  a wide selection of books for your summer reading  

pleasure.  Children are sure to find something of interest for them to read, 

as well. There are several books that have been checked out over the past 

years and have not been returned.  If you find them, please return them to 

the library so others can check them out.  

Library Link by LeAnn Severson 

(Root) beer and Hymns will be on  Monday, July 12th from 7 p.m. -9:00 

p.m. at Trinity Lutheran Church’s outdoor Peace Chapel on the green space 

at 4th Street. Please bring you own chair or blanket. Rootbeer and water 

will be available for purchase or you can bring your own. 

Annual Potato/Chili Feed a Big Success 

The Men of Faith hosted the annual Potato /Chili Feed on  

Wednesday, June 9th. A total of $2705.00 was raised with all  

monies being donated to the Camp of the Cross. Representatives from 

the Camp of the Cross were present and showed much  

appreciation for the church’s generosity.   

MISSOURI SLOPE LUTHERAN CARE CENTER FOUNDATION 
GOLF TOURNAMENT 

PRAIRIE WEST GOLF COURSE - Mandan, ND - Thursday, July 15th 
 

Registration begins at 9 a.m. - Shotgun start at 10 a.m. 

Social begins at 4 p.m. 

Four Person Scramble Format. $125 per golfer or $500 per team.  

 Registration includes: 18 holes of golf, golf cart rental, swag bag, taco bar social and more! 

For payment by cash or check, please mail to:  
Missouri Slope 

 Attn: Foundation 
2425 Hillview Ave., Bismarck, ND 58501 

 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact us at 701-223-9407  
or email Karson.Pederson@mslcc.com 
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The deadline to submit information to the News and Views  
newsletter is the 10th of each month prior to the next newsletter.  

The Church bulletin deadline each week is at noon on Tuesday for  
the coming Sunday bulletin. Articles, schedules, etc., can be  

sent by email to donna.bisfaith@gmail.com.  

For additional information,  

call the church office at 701-223-2236. 



Faith Lutheran Church  

1402 E Avenue C   

Bismarck, ND  58501-4398 

www.faithbismarck.com 

(701)223-2236 
   

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

July 2021 
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“Now the Lord is the Spirit, 

and where the Spirit of the Lord is, 

there is freedom.” 
 

2 Corinthians 3:17 

http://www.bis-faith.org/
http://www.bis-faith.org/

