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FAITH LUTHERAN 

CHURCH CLERGY 
 

Pastor Derek Harkins 

(Fridays off) 

Pastor Sylvia Bull 

(Fridays off) 

 
WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

SUNDAY: 8:30 & 11 am 
Online and Indoor 

WEDNESDAY 7:00 pm 
Online and Indoor 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Thursday 

8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

Friday: 8:00 am - Noon 

 
Pastoral Care 

Emergency Number 

701-595-0223  

 
Answering machine is 
available evenings and 

weekends when the 
office is not staffed. 

Office is generally open 
during the lunch hour. 



Pastoral Ministries 
 

Funerals:  Daniel Oster 

 

FLC Executive Team 

Jennifer Prince, Chair 

Doug Johnson, Vice-Chair 

Tina Anderson, Vice-Chair 

Steve Sundvor, Secretary 

Hope Schreiner, Treasurer 

The deadline to submit information to the News and 

Views newsletter is the 10th of each month prior to the 

next newsletter. The Church bulletin deadline each week 

is at noon on Tuesday for the coming Sunday bulletin. 
 

Articles, schedules, etc., can be sent by email to  

donna.bisfaith@gmail.com. For additional information,  

call the church office at 701-223-2236. 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 

General Fund Revenues 
 December, $72,255; to date, $559,218 

 

General Fund Expenditures 

December, $59,921; to date, $543,435 
 

CHURCH MEMORIALS 

For Education,  in memory of:  Emily Boschee 

For Endowment , in memory of:  Harry Camp 
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“Remember you are dust + and to dust you shall return.”  
 

 Ash Wednesday is nearly here, and I am not ready. It is normally one of my 

favorite days of the church year. It is somber, and quiet, and so poignant. I 

take time in the sacristy early in the day to prepare ashes, made from the 

fronds of Palm Sundays gone by and lovingly ground by a beloved saint of the 

church who has since died.  
 

 It is a day of reflection: on our lives, on the people who matter to us who 

have died, on the places of brokenness and sin in us, and on the inescapable 

fact that one day we, too, will die. Ashes to ashes. Dust to dust.  
 

 Normally, amid the hectic schedule of life and the joys and cares it brings, I require this moment 

of reflection, of quiet, of sitting with the knowledge of my own finitude and mortality. 

Not so this year. 
 

 I have spent more time than I care to admit over the past year confronted by the fragility of our 

bodies and our health, by the reality of death - for myself and those around me. The limited 

amount of time I have spent around others has often been in the context of death: planning and 

leading funerals, talking with and checking in on those who are bereaved. Nearly every day of the 

past year the death toll from this pandemic - the thousands of lives lost in our state, hundreds of 

thousands in our country, and millions across the world - has flashed across my screen or appeared 

in my news feed or popped up in conversation. So many have died; each and every one a life that 

was precious, holy, and beloved in the sight of God. 
 

 This year, I do not need a reminder of my mortality, that I am dust and to dust I shall return. 

What I do need is the shape those ashes are marked in: the sign of the cross. I need the reminder 

that even though I am dust, I am God’s dust. I am claimed in the waters of baptism, redeemed by 

the man of sorrows who shares our life in sickness and the dust of death.  
 

 I need the reminder that God chooses to breathe life into our dust. I need the reminder that 

death is not the final word, and that God desires abundant life for us and all creation, right now and 

forever, too.  
 

 I am not ready for Lent. It feels like we never got out of Lent last year. But I am ready - I am  

always ready - to hear the salvation story of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. I am ready for us to 

hear and remember these stories together, to be upheld by God’s promises, and to bear again the 

sign of God’s love - the sign of the cross - out into the hurting world. 
 

 Blessings to you in your Lenten journey, dear ones. You are God’s beloved dust. 
 

In Christ, 

Pastor Sylvia 

 

Pastor Sylvia’s Parables 



We wish to express our appreciation for the efforts extended by 

our pastors, staff members and others in planning, preparing and 

facilitating the Luminary Walk on All Saints Day evening.  Your 

efforts honored our loved ones in such a beautiful and  

touching way. Lights in the darkness brings such comfort  

and the memory it created confirms that our loved  

one’s light still shines. 

Thank you, 

Gene and  LeAnn Severson  
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      “Beware of practicing your piety before others  
in order to be seen by them; for then you have no 
reward from your Father in heaven.” 
(Matthew 6:1)   
 
Sisters and brothers in Christ,  
  

     Grace and peace to you in the name of our  
Savior Jesus!  
 

 For many of us, the beginning of the sixth  
chapter in the gospel according to Saint Matthew  
marks the beginning of a sacred and holy journey 
through the season of Lent. I must confess,  
whenever I hear the words “practicing your piety 
before others” each Ash Wednesday, I giggle a little. 
Lutherans are not known for our boisterous faith  
sharing with others.  
 

 The Greek word in this verse of scripture speaks 
of “righteousness” not “piety” in a literal under-
standing of the word. And, here’s the important 
part, the warning in this verse speaks of the misuse 
of our own righteousness, how great we are or think 
we are. Matthew, and the season of Lent, gives us a 
chance to look deeply into that truth again. Are my 
actions and behaviors centered on me? Or on 
God? Lent reorients our life on God.  
 

 And when we speak and live out our faith with  
God’s righteousness at the forefront, we, as Lutheran 
Christians, have something to say. I pray that we are 
bold enough to say it and not keep it to ourself. As 
my colleague, Bishop Paul Egensteiner of the Metro 
New York synod, recently said, “God is calling us to 
follow the example of Jesus, to live the truth and 
power of the Gospel, to love all people, and to  
continue to serve God’s children together.” In other 

words, to show others just how awesome and great 
God is and to worry less about showing others how 
great we are. May that be central to our Lenten 
journey this year!  
 

 A couple updates from across the synod –  
 

• I continue to welcome invitations to be with  
your congregation– via Zoom, video, or in-person.  
I have thoroughly enjoyed getting to know you  
and celebrate the many ways we share in the  
ministry God’s righteousness is on display across 
our synod. 

• The recent announcement of the closing of  
Lutheran Social Services of North Dakota was 
shocking to many across the prairie. We continue 
to hold all impacted in prayer – most especially 
the programs, staff, and clients of LSSND. May 
they be cared for and find hope and renewal in the 
days ahead. 

• The synod offices will also be in a transition very 
soon. For many years, the synod offices have been 
in LSSND’s Bismarck program center. We are  
currently looking for a new location for the  
synod offices. If you have an idea, please reach  
out to us!  

• Synod Council will be meeting in-person or via 
Zoom on February 19-20. Please hold them in  
your prayer! 

• Thank you for your Mission Support in 2020! Yes, 
Mission Support was below expectations. BUT – 
God’s righteousness continued to shine through 
our collective ministry in so many countless ways. 
Thank you for being part of this ministry! 

• As we continue to navigate all that the world has 
presented to the church and world in the past 
year, we give God thanks and praise. It has been a 

A Monthly Update from Western ND Synod           January 2021 
Bishop Craig Schweitzer 
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challenging time to be the church in these 
days. God is with us. And God’s righteousness 
will continue to shine through the church into a 
world longing to see the reflection of God’s  
goodness being lived out through each one of us.  

 
Serving in Christ together, 
Bishop Craig 

Mark Your Calendar: 
2021 Synod Assembly  

June 4th and 5th at the  
Grand Hotel in Minot. 
 Resolutions must be  

submitted by March 31, 2021. 

If you would like to represent Faith Lutheran at this meeting,  

either in-person or online, please contact Pastor Sylvia. 
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Jennifer and her husband Corey have two daughters: Cassidy, who  
recently graduated from the University of Mary with a social work  
degree, and Zoe, who is a senior at Legacy High School. Jennifer has 
worked in child care consulting for many years and has a passion for 
early childhood education. This is Jennifer's second term serving as 
chair of executive committee, she currently serves on FLC’s Guiding 
Team, and she previously served on various other committees 
throughout the congregation. 

 
Noelyn Meckle is married to Jessie Meckle and has two children, Ethan 
and Noelle. Noelyn and his family have lived in Bismarck for six years 
and have been members at Faith Lutheran since 2018. Noelyn served 
on the call committee for Pastor Derek. He and his family cherish the 
many relationships they have formed at Faith Lutheran and he is  
excited to continue to form new relationships and to listen and learn 
from our members on how to best serve our community in Christ. 

 
My name is Amy Groce and I have been a member of Faith Lutheran 
since 2008. I am married to my husband Pat and we have our  
daughter, Anna. I have been involved with the church school  
program for 9 years and was the Education Supervisor for 4 years 
maybe little longer. I started serving by being a church school teacher. 
I wanted to be a good role model for Anna and give back to the 
church. I want to say thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve 
you by sitting on the executive committee.  God’s Peace. 

Noelyn Meckle, Vice Chair 
(serving a first term) 

Jennifer Prince, Chair  
(serving a second term) 

Amy Groce, Vice Chair 
(serving a special, one year term) 

We give thanks for these faithful leaders whom God has called and whom the 
congregation has elected to serve in leadership in the coming year. 
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Matthew Nygard, Treasurer 
(serving a first term) 

Steve Sundvor, Secretary  
(serving a second term) 

Tina Anderson, Vice Chair 
(served 2016-2020) 

I am originally from Edinburg, ND and grew up on the family farm.   
After graduating from NDSU Agricultural Engineering I went to work 
for Bobcat Company and 22 years later I am still there.  I met my  
beautiful wife Brooke while in college and we joined Faith Lutheran 
shortly after moving to Bismarck.  Our son Caden is excited about 
graduating from Bismarck High this spring.  Serving on the Executive 
Committee has taught me about how the church functions and its role 
in the community.  It is wonderful to work with staff and leaders that 
are inspired by faith.    

  
My name is Matthew Nygard and I am husband to Dina.  We have two 
boys at home and our daughter is married now, living in Williston.  We 
have been members at Faith for several years and are so glad to be a 
part of the mission we share.  It is especially an honor to have been 
nominated and elected to the treasurer position.  I also serve in the 
synod office, on the board of Bismarck Global Neighbors, and as part 
of our very own Guiding Team.  I am passionate about being good 
stewards of our abundant blessings, and continually amazed at what 
our hands can do together in service of our Lord and neighbor. 

 
For the past several years I have had the pleasure to serve as a  
member of the Executive Board.  I have had the honor to work with a 
wonderful group of individuals, to have been mentored by our Pastors, 
present and past, and to give service to Faith Lutheran Church.  It was 
truly an honor to be asked to be a member of this Board.  During my 
service, I was able to be on the Call Committee which brought Paster 
Derek to Faith, work hand-in-hand to develop goals and strategies to 
help Faith Lutheran grow and continue to deliver its mission.  To say 
that at times our tasks were challenging is an understatement but with 
prayer and guidance we all worked to overcome those challenges, and 
they will continue to do so.  I have appreciated the opportunity to 
serve Faith Lutheran and give thanks to those who will continue. 

We give thanks for the faithfulness and gifts of these leaders who are completing their service 
on the Executive Committee. Please express your gratitude for them when you see them,  
especially as they served so steadfastly throughout this difficult year. 

Cont. on next page 



Hope Schreiner, Treasurer 
(served 2016-2020) 
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Betty and I live in Wilton, and are parents to two sons. We have and 
enjoy 2 grandchildren and 3 great-grandchildren, who thankfully live 
in North Dakota.  Betty is retired; I still work part-time doing  
maintenance for a long-term care facility.  Serving on the executive 
committee has been a deeply felt blessing.  Being trusted to be  
elected is a privilege.  The God of my understanding has been patient 
with me to allow finding my way through difficult decisions affecting 
Faith Lutheran through the Covid-19 pandemic.  Thanks to the  
congregation for allowing me to serve. 
 
 

 
Hope Schreiner has a bachelor’s degree from the University of Mary 
and has worked at WBI Energy since 1999.  Hope and her husband 
Shannon were married at Faith Lutheran Church in April 1999.  They 
have been blessed with 2 children: Skylar, who is a student at  
Bismarck State College, and Riley, who is a student at Legacy High 
School.  It has been a blessing getting to understand the workings of 
the church at a deeper level over the past four years as Treasurer and 
was such a pleasure serving with the Executive Team. 
  

Doug Johnson, Vice Chair 
(served 2016-2020) 

All students who are members of 

Faith Lutheran Church and are  

planning to attend an ELCA college  

are eligible to apply for a tuition scholarship 

for the 2021-2022 school year.  

The deadline is  April 5. 

 Application forms are available at the  

Concierge Table and on the FLC website.  
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Join us on ZOOM! 
 

Starting at 7:00 p.m. 

Monday, January 25th & 

every Monday after  

thru March 8th.  
 
 

January 25 - Chapters 1/2 

February 1 - Chapters 3/4 

February 8 - Chapters 5/6 

February 22 - Chapters 7/8 

March 1 - Chapters 9/10 

March 8 - Chapters 11/12 
 

Please contact the church for additional  

information and to a request a book. 
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Church School News 

 Church school is still not back to normal. With 

coronavirus it has been a challenging year. We 

have no Pizza events to schedule. We have no 

acolytes to schedule. We are doing church 

school much differently this year. If you don't 

know we have broken church school into three 

groups for Sunday and Wednesday. We have 

online only people who have been following us 

on Facebook. For those who want to attend we 

have broken them into two groups; A and B. Both 

those groups alternate weeks attending and 

watching online.  

 We will be starting our second half curriculum 

in February. Everyone please remember to pick 

up your materials which are waiting for you at  

the church. We are still collecting church school 

offerings. We our collecting this year for  

Bismarck Students in Transition program and the 

Integral Heart Foundation. So far we have raised 

$259.01. Please bring in your full boxes, and 

save one for the second half donations.  

 Also, big news to announce. Faith Lutheran will 

be joining a handful of the other ELCA churches 

here in town with a Palm Sunday event. This is 

the first time we have ever tried this but it is going 

to be the Palm Sunday Egg-Extravaganza! You 

will be able to learn about the Easter story as you 

travel to each church (while gathering candy filled 

eggs). This will be a sign up event with more  

information to follow. 

Confirmation News  
 Seventh Grade Confirmation has been 

meeting once a week with Brooke. Group A 

attends one week while watching online the 

next. Group B is learning through online 

courses. Make sure you are doing your  

worship notes! You need to do 12 a year.   

Plus three for missing acolyting. 
 

 Eighth and nineth Grade Confirmation has 

been meeting with Pastor Derek and Pastor 

Sylvia. Weeks A/B are in person once a 

month while week C is online only. Make sure 

you are doing your worship notes.  

You need to do 12 a year. Plus three for  

missing acolyting.  
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Kenny’s Korner 
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LET ALL 

THAT 

YOU DO 

BE DONE 

WITH 

LOVE. 
1 CORINTHIANS 16:14  
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