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FAITH LUTHERAN 

CHURCH CLERGY 
 

Pastor Derek Harkins 

(Fridays off) 

Pastor Sylvia Bull 

(Fridays off) 

 
WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

SUNDAY: 9:30 am 
Online 

WEDNESDAY 7:00 pm 
Online 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Thursday 

8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

Friday: 8:00 am - Noon 

 
Pastoral Care 

Emergency Number 

701-595-0223  

 
Answering machine is 
available evenings and 

weekends when the 
office is not staffed. 

Office is generally open 
during the lunch hour. 

Worship Schedule - September 
For Outdoor Worship please bring:  

Chair or Blanket, Bread or crackers, 

Bible and Mask 

DATES 

Wed, Sept. 2 - Outdoor - 7pm 

Sun, Sept. 6 - Outdoor - 9:30am 

Wed, Sept. 9 - Online - 7pm 

Sun, Sept. 13 - Online - 9:30am 

Wed, Sept. 16 - Outdoor - 7pm 

Sun, Sept. 20 - Indoor - 8:30am 

 and Outdoor - 2 pm  

Wed, Sept. 23 - 7pm 

Sun, Sept. 27 - Indoor - 8:30am & 

Outdoor - 2pm - Confirmation Service 

Wed, Sept. 30 - Indoor -7pm 



Pastoral Ministries 

 

Baptisms: 

Crue Daniel Martin 

 

Weddings: 

BreAnna Wolf  

 & Dennis Demaray 

 

Funerals: 

Laurie Lindteigen 

Norma Holwegner 

Darcey Engelke 

Alvina Brandner 

 

FLC Executive Team 

Jennifer Prince, Chair 

Doug Johnson, Vice-Chair 

Tina Anderson, Vice-Chair 

Steve Sundvor, Secretary 

Hope Schreiner, Treasurer 

The deadline to submit information to the News and 

Views newsletter is the 10th of each month prior to the 

next newsletter. The Church bulletin deadline each week 

is at noon on Tuesday for the coming Sunday bulletin. 
 

Articles, schedules, etc., can be sent by email to  

donna.bisfaith@gmail.com. For additional information,  

call the church office at 701-223-2236. 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 

General Fund Revenues 
July, $38,744; to date, $312,553 

 

General Fund Expenditures 

July, $54,597; to date, $309,264 
 

CHURCH MEMORIALS 
For Bus,  

 in memory of Alvina Brandner 
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Grace and peace to you, sisters and brothers of Faith Lutheran Church! 

 

 It has been such a wild year - a year of uncertainty to put it mildly. I feel we 

must also name that this has been a year of deep grief and pain. We grieve how 

COVID-19 has ravaged the world and left our communities reeling in its wake.  

Perhaps we grieve the loss of family members and friends. We grieve the loss of 

jobs, retirements, and financial stability. We grieve the loss of many milestones 

that we would normally joyfully celebrate like graduations, proms, weddings, and 

even the birth of new children has been complicated by coronavirus.  We grieve 

that we cannot be in community as we normally would - that we cannot gather as we normally would.  

We grieve that there is, in fact, no more “normal.” 

 I know this has been hard, brothers and sisters. It is a trauma that our families and communities will 

need to work through and heal from, for months if not years, to come. The church will be needed in our 

communities in deep and profound ways that we probably haven’t even thought of yet, but God is already 

in the process of calling us to see. 

 There is a passage of scripture that I have come back to over and over again throughout this pandemic. The 

night that Jesus was arrested, he gathered his disciples into a room to not just have a final meal with them, but 

also to give them a new commandment. Jesus said, “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. 

Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples,  

if you have love for one another.”(John 13:34-35) Jesus knew that the world would be turned upside down and 

nothing would ever be the same again for his disciples. Jesus knew how important it would be for them to love 

one another and to love the world as deeply and completely as Jesus loved. 

 I need you to know how very thankful I am for your elected leaders here at Faith Lutheran Church:  

Jennifer Prince, Doug Johnson, Hope Schreiner, Steve Sundvor, and Tina Anderson. These are faithful  

individuals who have a great deal of love for Faith Lutheran Church, yes, but most importantly they love 

you! Each and every one of you! They have been tasked with a truly difficult, almost impossible, time to 

lead and make decisions for this congregation. They have been thorough, diligent, and responsible in their 

decision making, meeting every other week if not weekly since the beginning of April. They have navigated 

closing in-person gatherings and figuring out how best to be the church and continue this mission God has 

called us to with one goal in mind - loving you as Jesus has loved all of us. 

 I also need you to know how very thankful I am for the staff here at FLC: Pastor Sylvia, Cheryl, Donna, 

Janine, Lisa, Kenny, Randy, Taco, and Larry. They have been a steadfast faithful presence throughout this 

difficult time. They have been flexible and innovative. They have been trying new and creative ways to 

share the love of Christ with you. Their love for this congregation and the mission we share together is  

apparent and clear to me through their faithful work.  

 With Fall quickly approaching, I know many of you are wondering if and when we can start in-person, 

indoor worship. Your Executive Committee and staff have been working incredibly hard to figure out the 

answer to those questions. Please know that out of love for each and every one of you beloved children  

of God, the primary piece to making this decision is your safety and well-being. If and when it is safe to  

worship indoor, we will. Trying to figure out when has been difficult, especially as positive numbers  

continue to increase in Burleigh and Morton counties.  

Pastor Derek’s Parables 
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 After countless hours of research, conversation, prayer, and discernment we have developed a plan and 

some guidelines to help know when we can worship safely indoor and when we must worship online. The 

guidelines that have been adopted for deciding when we can open in-door worship and when we need to 

worship online are included following this letter, as well as the expectations and guidelines for in-person,  

indoor worship. As always, these guidelines will continue to be revisited, adapted, and changed as needed 

based upon new data and changes to our situation. 

 Our plan and our hope is that we can have our first in-person indoor worship service Sunday Sept. 20th  

at 8:30am provided we are still within the adopted guidelines for Burleigh and Morton counties. We will  

be including and publicizing the worship schedule widely on all possible platforms and will keep the  

congregation informed. 

 Please know that worship will look, and probably feel, very different. In order to keep everyone safe we 

are implementing several restrictions which are included after my letter as well. We will still be offering live-

streamed online worship Wednesdays and Sundays even when we are back to worshipping in-person indoor. 

We ask that those who are able, and find online worship meaningful, to continue to worship from home.  

We are restricted to only allowing 50 people in the Sanctuary with another 10-20 in the balcony depending 

on family configurations. We also ask that if you have any underlying health conditions and fall into the  

vulnerable population that you worship from home. If you have technology issues, or have been unable to 

worship online for any reason, please contact myself or Pastor Sylvia and we will work toward a way of  

making sure you are connected to worship. 

 Sisters and brothers, I ask that you continue to hold your leadership and staff in your prayers. Please tell 

them thank you for their incredible work and offer words of encouragement during these times. The church is 

not, and never was, closed! Church looks different and will continue to look different than it did before. Our 

mission is still the same: We are building a welcoming, nurturing faith community that is guided by Jesus 

and shares the Gospel.   Please know that you all are constantly in my prayers and on my heart. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Derek Harkins 

 

Requirements of Indoor Worship 

• Face coverings are required, except in cases of medical necessity (in which case we strongly 

urge you to worship from home). 

• Social distancing will be observed between households. Seating in the sanctuary will reflect 

this, and will be limited to 50 persons in the main level, 20 in the balcony. 

• There will be no communal singing. 

• Unison speaking will be limited. 

• Communion will be observed in one kind (wafers only) from within the pew. 

• Baptisms will be performed at the discretion of the pastors, in consultation with families. 

 

Criteria for Returning to Indoor Worship and Activities 

 FLC will proceed with a return to indoor, in-person worship and activities according to the executive  

committee-approved schedule if: 

• Numbers of active coronavirus cases in Burleigh and Morton Counties are no higher  

than 500 over a ten day average. AND 

• Bismarck Public Schools are offering at least 2 days a week of in-person instruction for students. AND 



Matthew 8:23 – 27 

 And when Jesus got into the boat, his disciples  

followed him. A windstorm arose on the sea, so great 

that the boat was being swamped by the waves; but 

he was asleep. And they went and woke him up,  

saying, “Lord, save us! We are perishing!” And he 

said to them , “Why are you afraid, you of little 

faith?” Then he got up and rebuked the winds and 

the sea; And there was a dead calm. They were 

amazed, saying, “What sort of man is this, that even 

the wind and the sea obey him?”   

 This will be my last Gospel 
Seeds missive. Next month  
you will hear from Bishop- 
Elect Craig Schweitzer as he 
begins in the office on August 
17th and prepares for the official  
start to his term on September 1, 2020.  
 So first a devotional. First century Jewish  
fishermen that lived and worked on the Sea of  
Galilee had a couple of problems when it came to 
maneuvering a boat on the Sea of Galilee. The  
centerboard had not been invented for their boats, 
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• As otherwise recommended by State and Local authorities (including Government, Health Department, 

Centers for Disease Control, and Local Task Force) for larger gatherings in one space. 

*This will be evaluated each week on Monday of each week for the Wednesday and Sunday following. The 

congregation will be notified by website, social media, email and text blast, and through the answering  

machine message. 
 

Criteria for Suspending Indoor Worship and Activities 

FLC will suspend in-person, indoor worship and activities under the following conditions: 

• Numbers of active coronavirus cases in Burleigh and Morton Counties rise to above 500, based on a  

10-day average. OR 

• Bismarck Public Schools is no longer offering in-person instruction for students. OR 

• One or more FLC program staff members (music leader or education director) tests positive for the  

coronavirus; in which case in-person activities would be suspended for 14 days from the date of positive 

test. OR 

• One or more of FLC pastors tests positive for the coronavirus, in which case in-person activities would be 

suspended for 14 days from the date of positive test. OR 

• We are notified that one or more members who have attended worship in the past 14 days has tested 

positive for the coronavirus, in which case in-person activities would be suspended for 14 days from the 

date of positive test. OR 

• As otherwise recommended by State and Local authorities (including Government, Health Department, 

Centers for Disease Control, and Local Task Force) for larger gatherings in one space. 

*The congregation will be notified of a suspension by website, social media, email and text blast, and 

through the answering machine message. If the suspension is a result of a positive test, the congregation  

will be notified of the date on which the person with the positive test last attended worship or other  

in-person activity. 
 

In Christ, 

Pastor Derek 

A MESSAGE FROM THE INTERIM BISHOP  



so they had no way to sail against the wind.  
Also, the Sea of Galilee was 400 feet below the  
level of the Mediterranean Sea which was a scant  
12-15 miles away and pretty much surrounded by 
mountains. Winds from any direction or multiple  
directions would begin to pour down upon the waters 
of the lake and large waves would be produced within 
minutes causing them to lose control of the boat.   

 All of that is happening in this story from the 
Gospel of Matthew, plus it takes place in the night 
and Jesus is sound asleep in the back of the boat. 
As they awaken their Teacher you can hear the fear 
and terror in their words, which I fully appreciate, 
“we are perishing, save us”.   

 We are living in just such a moment. Think back 
to when a significant majority of the working world 
stayed home for a month or more as we have slowly 
learned more about this new virus and its effects on 
our bodies. We have been impacted economically 
and socially not just in WND but around the world. It 
feels like a storm in which we are not in control. I 
know it would be wonderful if Jesus would rebuke 
this virus but that has not happened. But Jesus does 
have a word for us, “Peace be with you, I have you 
and will not let you go!”   

 As I spoke to those gathered at the first virtual 
Synod Assembly with a Bishop’s election, I shared 
that we as a church are not going to be done with 
the ongoing impacts of Covid-19 any time soon. 
Church Councils, pastors, and deacons are going to 
need to repeatedly make new decisions about  
worship, Sunday school, retreats, etc. as new health 
information for your county becomes available. 
Please get to know your county health official if you 
have not already done so. They will be most helpful 
in assisting you in making good local decisions. Also, 
please continue to be mindful of the most vulnerable 
in your communities, especially the elderly.   

  I would like to close with a deep heartfelt “Thank 
You” to Executive Committees and Church Councils 
that I have been privileged to work with along with 
the pastors and deacons of Western North Dakota. 
Finally, to Deacon Beth Anderson, Sherie Heine, 
Faith Simonieg, Murray G. Sagsveen, Matthew  
Nygard, Laurie Jesz and Carrie Bentley. They have  

all done “yeoman like work” (that was the highest  
compliment that my Norwegian Grandfather gave 
out, which was not often by the way) during our 
time together. They have repeatedly had to  
persevere, overcome and adapt and have done so 
with intelligence and focus on the people they serve. 
No better example comes to mind than the work 
they did in preparation and execution of the virtual 
Synod Assembly. They pulled together great teams: 
tech support, video & audio production, logistics and 
interfaced them with the Elections Committee,  
Synod Council, leadership from Lord of Life and  
finally with the voting members from across  
Western North Dakota.  We made it work, in spite  
of thunderstorms and lost electrical power, we were 
able to do the work set before us. Well done one 
and all.  

 Blessings to Bishop Elect Craig Schweitzer and his 
wife Wendy and to their children as they begin this 
new chapter in their lives.  
 

Yours in Christ, 

 

 

The Rev David B. Zellmer 
Interim Bishop, Western North Dakota Synod, ELCA 
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 Lutheran World Relief recently learned that three 

40-foot shipping containers filled with thousands of 

handmade mission quilts and school, personal and 

baby care kits were destroyed in the devastating  

August 4 explosions at the port of Beirut, Lebanon. 

 The shipment was destined for refugees living in 

Lebanon, principally from Syria and the Palestinian 

territories. The containers were part of a shipment  

to be distributed by Anera, an NGO and longtime  

Lutheran World Relief partner that serves refugees 

and other vulnerable communities in the Middle  

East. The total value of the lost shipments was  

approximately $624,000. 

 The need for donations this year, with this loss and 

the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, will be greater 

than ever. God is calling us to partner in this ministry 

to care for neighbors in need - can you join us? Items 

for baby kits, personal care kits, and school kits can 

be dropped off at FLC or brought to our outdoor  

worship services. 

 For more information or to make a monetary  

donation directly to LWR, visit: https://lwr.org/

beirut 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Flwr.org%2Fbeirut%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2b_m4Db3QPTy27SwzDuQROaeLzVns-KRz7cpdSmZ2E5w-y7KNq2JlOioI&h=AT1wyky7OB1aJjolcvGIaCQsZ2Ht9cwkh79nnccKb9GruOkg1Ezz3X-lLCgiY9n0eHaYFA9DxK2SS_l8DAzF9vTuZX8__NL10ngDpvvtRPe-TE-eGj83xVqQ6L
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Flwr.org%2Fbeirut%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2b_m4Db3QPTy27SwzDuQROaeLzVns-KRz7cpdSmZ2E5w-y7KNq2JlOioI&h=AT1wyky7OB1aJjolcvGIaCQsZ2Ht9cwkh79nnccKb9GruOkg1Ezz3X-lLCgiY9n0eHaYFA9DxK2SS_l8DAzF9vTuZX8__NL10ngDpvvtRPe-TE-eGj83xVqQ6L
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 Over the past couple of months, you may have noticed some technology upgrades at church. 

Most notably, we have installed a new video capture system that allows us to livestream and  

record worship services more easily and at a higher quality. This has already been a significant 

gift as we minister to families at the time of a loved one's death, allowing family members to join 

virtually if they are not able to travel or be present for funeral services. 
 

 You might have also noticed that we have used several different methods for projecting words 

and images during livestreamed worship over the past few months: some better, some worse. As 

we anticipate a return to indoor, in-person worship, the need to find a workable solution for the 

long-term is more pressing. The Worship and Music Committee and Executive Committee have 

discussed this and considered options together over the past few months. As we move closer to 

a decision on how we will use projection in our worship space, we want you to be aware of the 

values that are guiding this work: 

 

•  Being welcoming 

•  The health and safety of the congregation 

•  The aesthetics and beauty of our worship space 

•  Increasing and varying the ways we communicate with the congregation 

•  Participation: in worship, meetings, and events 

•  Helping people focus on worship, not distracting from it 

•  Inclusion, accessibility, and visibility 

 

 Whatever we decide, and whatever changes that might bring to our worship space, we will 

continue to be guided by these values. We will also continue to worship God faithfully as the 

Spirit guides us, in old and new ways. As we move forward, we ask for your patience, prayers, 

flexibility, and continued commitment to this community of faith. 

Technology Updates 

in the Sanctuary 
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1. How connected do you feel to Faith Lutheran Church as a community? *  (Mark only one square.) 

 Very connected 

 Connected 

 Somewhat connected 

 Not connected 

2. Are you interested in developing a deeper connection with other members of the congregation?  * 

(Mark only one square.) 

 Yes 

 No (skip to question 12) 

3. How would you be interested in connecting with others? *  (Check all that apply.) 

 One on one 

 In small groups 

 Other:_____________________________________________________________________ 

4. How often would you like to meet?  * 

 Just once 

 Every week 

 Every other week 

 Once a month 

5. Where would you be interested in meeting?  *   (Check all that apply.) 

 In person 

 Video conferencing on a tool like Zoom 

 Over the phone 

6. What would you be interested in connecting on during these meetings?  *   (Check all that apply.) 

 Sharing thoughts on biblical messages 

 Providing support and accountability to one another 

 Planning and participating in service projects 

 Sharing struggles and triumphs in personal faith 

 Providing a safe place to talk with like-minded individuals 

 Other:_____________________________________________________________________ 
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7.  What is important to you when considering participating in a group like this?  * 

 Similarities in age/life stages to other members 

 Similarities in interests to other members 

 Topics/focus of the meetings 

 Meeting times 

 Meeting frequency 

 Other:____________________________________________________________________ 

 

8.  What reservations do you have (if any) about connecting with other members of the  

congregation in this way? 

 

 

 

9.  We recently transitioned to include in-person worship in our schedule, how well is this schedule 

in meeting your needs? 

(Mark only one.) 

 Very well 

 Not very well 

 Not at all 

 Not applicable - I haven’t been attending in-person worship 

 

10. What are your thoughts on how we are worshiping and ministering during COVID?  * 

While we made the decision to incorporate in-person worship after receiving feedback from our last  

survey, we want to ensure that we are always listening to our congregation and adapting as needed to  

the situation and our congregation’s needs. 

 

 

 

 

11.  What’s your name? ___________________________________________________________ 

If you would like to participate in this type of gathering, please leave your name and how you would  

most like to be contacted (ie, email, text, phone) 

 

 

12.  Is there any particular reason why you aren't interested in developing a deeper connection with 

members of the congregations? 
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"Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until 

the Lord's coming. See how the farmer waits 

for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently 

waiting for the autumn and spring rains." 

James 5:7  

http://www.bis-faith.org/
http://www.bis-faith.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=James+5%3A7&version=ESV

