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PRELUDE 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 GATHERING: The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

GATHERING HYMN:  ELW 358 “Great God, Your Love Has Called Us” 

1 Great God, your love has called us here 

 as we, by love, for love were made. 

 Your living likeness still we bear, 

 though marred, dishonored, disobeyed. 

 We come, with all our heart and mind 

 your call to hear, your love to find. 
 

2 We come with self-inflicted pains 

 of broken trust and chosen wrong, 

 half-free, half-bound by inner chains, 

 by social forces swept along, 

 by powers and systems close confined 

 yet seeking hope for humankind. 
 

3 Great God, in Christ you call our name 

 and then receive us as your own 

 not through some merit, right, or claim, 

 but by your gracious love alone. 

 We strain to glimpse your mercy seat 

 and find you kneeling at our feet. 
 

4 Then take the towel, and break the bread, 

 and humble us, and call us friends. 

 Suffer and serve till all are fed, 

 and show how grandly love intends 

 to work till all creation sings, 

 to fill all worlds, to crown all things. 



5 Great God, in Christ you set us free 

 your life to live, your joy to share. 

 Give us your Spirit's liberty 

 to turn from guilt and dull despair, 

and offer all that faith can do 

while love is making all things new.  

 

CONFESSIONS AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose steadfast love is everlasting, 

whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 

Amen. 

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Reconciling God, 

we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 

and we deny your presence in our lives. 

We place our hope in ourselves 

and rely on our own efforts. 

We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 

We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 

We fear difference and do not welcome others 

as you have welcomed us. 

We sin in thought, word, and deed. 

By your grace, forgive us; 

through your love, renew us; 

and in your Spirit, lead us; 

so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 

Cont. on next page. 



Beloved of God, 

by the radical abundance of divine mercy 

we have peace with God through ☩ Christ Jesus, 

through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 

Our sins are forgiven. 

Let us live now in hope. 

For hope does not disappoint, 

because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion  

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

 WORD:  God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

READING:  Genesis 50:15-21 

 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, ‘What if Joseph 

still bears a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that  

we did to him?’ So they approached Joseph, saying, ‘Your father gave this  

instruction before he died, “Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of  

your brothers and the wrong they did in harming you.” Now therefore please 

forgive the crime of the servants of the God of your father.’ Joseph wept when 

they spoke to him. Then his brothers also wept, fell down before him, and 

said, ‘We are here as your slaves.’ But Joseph said to them, ‘Do not be afraid! 

Am I in the place of God? Even though you intended to do harm to me, God 

intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing 

today. So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.’ In this 

way he reassured them, speaking kindly to them.  

 The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 



The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35 

 Then Peter came and said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if another member of the church  

sins against me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?’ Jesus said 

to him, ‘Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. ‘For this reason 

the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle  

accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten 

thousand talents was brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his Lord ordered 

him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and 

payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, “Have 

patience with me, and I will pay you everything.” And out of pity for him, the 

Lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave,  

as he went out, came upon one of his fellow-slaves who owed him a hundred 

denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, “Pay what you owe.” Then his 

fellow-slave fell down and pleaded with him, “Have patience with me, and I will 

pay you.” But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison until he 

should pay the debt. When his fellow-slaves saw what had happened, they were 

greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their Lord all that had taken 

place. Then his Lord summoned him and said to him, “You wicked slave!  

I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have 

had mercy on your fellow-slave, as I had mercy on you?” And in anger his Lord 

handed him over to be tortured until he should pay his entire debt. So my  

heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your 

brother or sister from your heart.’ 

 The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 

SERMON 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE  



OFFERING MOMENT 

 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH - “For the Healing of the Nations”  

During this season of change and turmoil, we remember your faithfulness from 

age to age, O God. We now name before you the nations of the world, pleading for 

mercy and healing for those places and peoples torn by ancient animosities or 

terrorized by new fear; those devastated by drought and disease; those crushed 

by poverty, oppression, or war; and those consumed by power, wealth, or greed. 
 

The leader will sing the names of nations around the world, and the people  

respond by singing, “Peace be yours.” The leader will then sing the refrain,  

“For the healing of the nations, we pray to you, O God,” and the people  

respond by repeating the refrain. 
 

Gathering our many prayers into one, let us pray: 

You are gracious and merciful, O God, 

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

You draw near to those who call upon you, 

crying out from their hearts. 

Hear our cries, receive our prayers,  

and fill us with your blessing, 

until needy no longer, 

your whole creation sings your praise, 

through your Son, Jesus Christ.  

Amen.  



LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, forever and ever.   

Amen.  

 

SENDING: God blesses us and sends us into the world to  

love and serve our neighbors. 

 

BLESSING 

 

SENDING HYMN:  ELW 482 “I Come with Joy” 

1 I come with joy, a child of God, 

forgiven, loved, and free, 

the life of Jesus to recall 

in love laid down for me, 

in love laid down for me. 

 

2 I come with Christians far and near 

to find, as all are fed, 

the new community of love 

in Christ's communion bread, 

in Christ's communion bread. 

Cont. on next page. 



3 As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, 

each proud division ends. 

The love that made us, makes us one, 

and strangers now are friends, 

and strangers now are friends. 
 

4 The Spirit of the risen Christ, 

unseen, but ever near, 

is in such friendship better known, 

alive among us here, 

alive among us here. 
 

5 Together met, together bound 

by all that God has done, 

we'll go with joy, to give the world 

the love that makes us one, 

The love that makes us one 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord! 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Message:  Pastor Sylvia Bull 

Liturgy:   Pastor Derek Harkins 

Musician:  Vicki Martel 

 

Thank you for your gifts of $11,933.00 fund offerings for last week. 
 

Struggling during this time apart? Visit our website: faithbismarck.com/ 

get-help for resources on mental wellness, parenting, financial assistance,  

addiction recovery, and more. You are not alone. God loves you. We want  

to walk with you through this hard time. You can also call the office at  

701-223-2236 for assistance. Be well and safe!  

http://faithbismarck.com/get-help
http://faithbismarck.com/get-help


Over the next couple of months, Faith Lutheran Church will be collecting needed 

items for Lutheran World Relief school, baby care, and personal care 

kits. Donations can be left at the CONCIERGE TABLE and we will have a box 

to leave donations in at the outdoor worship services.  Also, donations of  

pillowcase dresses are still needed.  Thank you for your kindness.  

For additional information see https://lwr.org  
 

Looking for ways to serve God and neighbor during this time? Check 

out our new "Serve" page on our website faithbismarck.com/serve to learn how 

you can respond to needs from our partner ministries and the wider community. 

Thank you for the many ways you are serving as the church in the world in  

these days!  

 

THANK YOU to the men of the church who are always there to help with 

the loading and sending of our World Relief kits and quilts. As always to all the 

cutters, sorters, servers, packers and givers who make a difference in lives who 

are in need. Our shipment sent 71 quilts to World Relief and 27 layettes. One 

hundred sixteen dresses to Africa, eight quilts to Welcome House. Seven quilts 

and three boxes of sheets and pillowcases, plus backpack, comforter and  

mattress pad was sent to those who lost all in the Mandan apartment fire.  

We will send another shipment in October with health, school and layettes.  

We encourage you to bring items for kits to church. Thank you again.  

~ Stewardship Committee 

 

You can continue to give to FLC’s mission and ministry via mail:  

(1402 E Ave C, Bismarck, ND 58501), directly through your bank’s bill 

pay feature, electronically through our website, or by  

using the Give+ app. If you do not already give, please  

consider committing to a sustaining gift of $5 or $10  

a month as we continue to share in ministry together. 
QR Code:  

https://lwr.org/schoolkits
http://faithbismarck.com/serve


DATES 
 

Wed, Sept. 9 - Online - 7pm 

Sun, Sept. 13 - Online - 9:30am 

Wed, Sept. 16 - Outdoor - 7pm 

Sun, Sept. 20 - Indoor - 8:30am 

 and Outdoor - 2 pm  

Wed, Sept. 23 - Indoor - 7pm  

Sun, Sept. 27 - Indoor - 8:30am & 

Outdoor - 2pm - Confirmation Service 

Wed, Sept. 30 - Indoor - 7pm 

Worship Schedule - September 
For Outdoor Worship please bring:  

Chair or Blanket, Bread or crackers, 

Bible and Mask 

In-person Worship is limited to 50 and 

Masks are Required. 



AT A GLANCE... 

Wednesday, September 16 

10:00 Bible Study - Zoom 

7:00 Outdoor Worship 

 

Thursday, September 17 

 

Friday, September 18 

8:00 NA 

 

Saturday, September 19 

11:30 Serving @ the Banquet 

 

Sunday, September 20 

8:30 Indoor Worship 

2:00 Outdoor Worship 

Wednesday, September 9 

10:00 Bible Study - Zoom 

7:00 Online Worship 

 

Thursday, September 10 

 

Friday, September 11 

8:00 NA 
 

Saturday, September 12 

 

Sunday, September 13 

9:30 Online Worship 

8:30pm Movie Night 
 

Monday, September 14 

7:00 AA 
 

Tuesday, September 15 

6:00 Executive Committee - Zoom 

“Peace is what I leave with you;  

it is my own peace that I give you.  

I do not give it as the world does.  

Do not be worried and upset;  

do not be afraid.”  

Bible Verse of Encouragement for Uncertain Times 

John 14:27 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/14-27.html
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T h e   

 ACT  of 
FORGIVENESS 

Matthew 18:21-35 


