
Friends in Christ at FLC,

We are again reaching out to speak about how we will live as church together in these difficult days, as our daily 
lives are disrupted by the presence of Covid-19 and the measures our communities are taking to prevent its 
spread. 

Each of us will find ourselves in different situations and circumstances. Some of us are concerned for our own 
health or the health of those we love. Some of us are concerned about how to cover child care when schools are 
not in session. Some of us are concerned about finances in this time of economic uncertainty. Some of us are 
feeling more lonely, anxious, and isolated than ever. Some of us may be wondering what all the fuss is about. 

As God’s people, called to share life together in the body of Christ, we must make difficult decisions about how 
best to be church together in these days. Jesus tells us that our main call in life is to love God with all we have 
and all we are, and to love our neighbors as ourselves. Based on the best scientific and medical data we have 
available to us at this time, along with recommendations from our local and state governments, we have 
discerned that the best way to love God and neighbor at this point is to not meet together in person. As such, all 
church events, including worship, meals, bible studies, and church school, have been suspended from today, 
March 16, through Sunday, March 22. 

Even though we cannot gather together physically, this does not mean we cannot gather together in 
spirit. Beginning Wednesday, March 18, a worship service will be available online each day through our 
Facebook page (@faithlutheranbismarck) and website (faithbismarck.com). Devotional resources and activities 
for kids and families of all ages will also be posted on our website and social media. Please check the website or 
call the church office to remain updated as we continue to monitor the situation and make decisions going 
forward. 

We ask you to be checking on one another by phone, text, or email in these days. Reach out to those who may 
be especially isolated. But please also respect the efforts of those whom God has called into the medical, 
science, and public service professions by honoring their guidelines about staying home, only going out for 
absolute necessities, and avoiding gatherings of people. We have a sacred responsibility to one another. The 
choices we make today have consequences for our neighbors, especially the most vulnerable among us.

As our everyday lives are disrupted, this is an especially good time for prayer. We ask you to submit prayer 
requests via direct message on social media, by calling the church office, or by emailing Pastor Steve or Pastor 
Sylvia. While we are not able to physically visit these days except in extreme emergency, we are available for 
pastoral care support by phone or electronically. Know that we are holding you, the entire congregation and our 
community, nation, and world in prayer. We ask that you hold each other and FLC’s staff in prayer during this 
time, and that you would continue your generosity toward this ministry we share by giving either by mail or 
electronically via our website.

Lent is a wilderness time, and our community is facing a journey through uncharted territory. But the wilderness 
is a place where God’s Spirit is always alive and at work. God never leaves us or abandons us, even when we 
cannot see the way forward. May God guide and direct our steps, protect us and all creation, and bring healing 
and new life. 

In Christ,
Pastor Steve and Pastor Sylvia

http://faithbismarck.com/

