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FAITH LUTHERAN 

CHURCH CLERGY 

 
Pastor Steve Sathre 

(Fridays off) 

Pastor Sylvia Bull 

(Mondays off) 

 
WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

 

SUNDAY: 9:30 am 
Online 

Watch for Updates 
 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Thursday 

8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

Friday: 8:00 am - Noon 

 
Answering machine is 

available evenings and 

weekends when the 

office is not staffed. 
Office is generally open 

during the lunch hour. 

1402 East Avenue C, Bismarck, ND 58501 

Phone: 701-223-2236  Fax: 701-223-0485 

www.faithbismarck.com 

Worship & Spring Congregational Meeting 
 Sunday - June 14, 2020 - 9:30 am 
Outdoors in the FLC Parking Lot  

Please bring your own chair/blanket and remain  
six feet apart from other households at all times.  

Can't wait to see you! 
 

 * Note: Parking will be limited due to the use of part of the  
  lot for the meeting. Please consider parking farther away  
  if you are able. 

(see page 4 for additional information)  



Clergy and Ministry Staff Contact Information 
 

Steve Sathre, Interim Lead Pastor / 701-391-6864 / steve.bisfaith@gmail.com 

Sylvia Bull, Associate Pastor / 406-750-3956 / sylvia.bisfaith@gmail.com 

Lisa Aamodt, Accountant / 701-223-2236 /  lisa.bisfaith@gmail.com 

Janine Johannes, Music Leader / 701-223-2236 /  janine.bisfaith@gmail.com 

Cheryl Johnson, Office Manager / 701-223-2236 / cheryl.bisfaith@midconetwork.com 

Robert Marquez, Custodian / 701-223-2236 

Kenny Opsal, Director of Education & Youth / 701-223-2236 / kenny.bisfaith@midconetwork.com 

Randy Smith, Maintenance Supervisor / 701-223-2236  

Donna Weigel, Communication Assistant / 701-223-2236 / donna.bisfaith@gmail.com 

Pastoral Ministries 
 

Baptism 
Eli Tesky  

 
Wedding 
KennaDee Hanson 
& Casey Carlson 
 
Funerals 
Dean Rahn - 5/18/2020 
 

Norma Holwegner  
(funeral arrangements pending) 

  
 

FLC Executive Team 
Jennifer Prince, Chair 
Doug Johnson, Vice-Chair 
Tina Anderson, Vice-Chair 
Steve Sundvor, Secretary 
Hope Schreiner, Treasurer 

The deadline to submit information to the News and 

Views newsletter is the 10th of each month prior to the 

next newsletter. The Church bulletin deadline each week 

is at noon on Tuesday for the coming Sunday bulletin. 
 

Articles, schedules, etc., can be sent by email to  

donna.bisfaith@gmail.com. For additional information,  

call the church office at 701-223-2236. 



Pastor Sylvia’s Parables 
 

Friends in Christ, 
 

 “If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, 

any sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy,  make my joy  

complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord 

and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility 

regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your 

own interests, but to the interests of others.” Philippians 2:1-4 

 Like some of you, I live by myself, so I have been very isolated during these past couple of 

months of staying at home to stop the spread of COVID-19. I’ve seen very few people in person, 

and like most of you, have been diligent to practice physical distancing during those times when 

I’ve been in the same space as other people.  

 One thing I’ve noticed, as I try to do this, is just how very hard it is to remain six feet away. 

It’s not so tough with strangers, to give them a wider berth. But with those whom we know, 

and especially with those we love and care for, it can feel nearly impossible. Many of us long  

to be physically close to others; it feels natural and right. Maintaining such a far distance from 

each other feels awkward, unnatural, even painful. Usually, we only stay away from those who 

make us uncomfortable or threatened. And so it is 

natural that some of us are struggling mightily with 

this aspect of the fight against COVID-19. 

 So if, like me, this is how you’re feeling, let’s go 

ahead and name it. We don’t like this. It feels  

uncomfortable. It hurts our spirits. We just want 

things to go back to how they were before. It’s okay 

to feel that way. We need to honor and name the 

losses we feel so that we can move forward together.  

 But we can only move forward together if we  

commit to what Paul talks about in his letter to  

the Philippians: to have love for each other, to be 

humble in our approach to decision-making, to look 

to the interests of each other, especially the most  

vulnerable in our community. We need to commit to 

doing the hard work of physical distancing when we 

meet together again, even though it goes against our 

every impulse, even though it feels awkward and un-

comfortable. We need to commit to doing the hard 

work of continuing to find new ways to connect as a  

community, because we know that it won’t be safe 

for everyone to gather together for quite some time. 

Continued on page 5 
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Update from the Faith Lutheran Church Call Committee 
 

 Earlier this year the call committee was providing updates to the  
congregation that had a candidate to be considered for our Senior Pastor  

position. Due to the Covid19 pandemic things did not exactly move  

forward as planned and the call process had been tabled.  

 The good news is, we are still blessed to have a candidate for the congregation's consideration and 
approval.  Presentation of the candidate and congregational vote will be held in conjunction of the 

Worship & Spring Congregational Meeting currently scheduled on June 14. 

 The Faith Lutheran Church Call Committee is excited to present Pastor Derek Harkins to be  

considered as our new Senior Pastor. Please take time to read the following letter that Pastor Derek 

has provided to the entire congregation to introduce himself and his family to you. 

Letter to Faith Lutheran Church’s  
Congregation from Pastor Derek Harkins 
 

 Grace and peace to you, sisters and brothers in Christ  

of Faith Lutheran Church! 

 My name is Derek Harkins. Over the last several 
months, I have been in discernment with your  

Call Committee regarding the Senior Pastor call at Faith 
Lutheran. Those conversations have been exciting, and it 

has been fun to see how the Spirit has been moving 
throughout this process. As we take these next steps on this journey together, I wanted to share a 
little bit about myself with you all.  

 I am married to an amazing woman, Jessica, and we have just celebrated our 15th wedding  

anniversary. We have three incredible children who keep us on our toes – life is never boring!  
Aidan is ten years old, Ailee is seven, and Maya is four. Jessica and I were both born and raised in 

Casper, Wyoming. 
 I have been a pastor for nine years. I served five years at English Lutheran Church in Hazen, ND  

in my First Call. I have been serving at Christ Lutheran Church in Minot as their Associate Pastor for 
the past 4 years. Both churches are wonderful communities that have taught me so much about  
being a pastor and leader in the church. I believe in life-long learning and growing continually as an 

individual. I continue to commit myself to enriching continuing education opportunities in leader-

ship and faith formation, and to text study with colleagues in my community.  

 I feel especially called to lead the church through the challenges that we face in the realities of 

the world today. We are all called as individuals and as a church with a purpose to this very time 
and place, and I enjoy exploring with others what God is calling us toward. I am passionate about 

teaching and preaching. I believe that we can learn so much from the youngest to the eldest among 

us.  Each of us has a unique story that is intertwined with God’s and when we share those stories 
with each other they teach and inspire one another in their own faith journey. I utilize my gifts of 
listening and compassion on a daily basis in my ministry. I strive to hear each side of a story and to 

find the common threads that bind us, even when we disagree.   
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 I believe, at its core, the church is about relationships. It is the most important part of being 

God’s people together. Jesus gave us a new commandment the night before he was crucified – to 

love one another as he has loved us. I was drawn to Faith Lutheran Church by the community you 

claim to be in your mission statement, “We are building a welcoming, nurturing faith community that is 

guided by Jesus and shares the Gospel,” and by how you live that mission out in your life together. 
You are a people of God who cares deeply about people, about God’s creation, and how we are all 

connected through Christ’s love. 

 Stories are very important to me and because of that reading has been a big part of my life from 

a very young age. I love theater and the arts in general as I believe they are the mediums in which 

we express our stories to others. Music has also been a very big part of my life from singing in choir 
to playing the piano. I enjoy hiking and being outside. I also enjoy sports – hockey was my sport 

growing up, but I am also a big fan of the Denver Broncos (you all can give me a hard time about 

that if you want! Ha!) 
 We are currently in the middle of a time in history that is unprecedented with the COVID-19  
Pandemic. None of us could have foreseen what we have had to go through as communities, as a 

country, and as the world. Yet I am certain that God has been with us and will continue to journey 
forward with us through this. 

 We may not be able to meet in person, but, if I am called to serve you, I do look forward to a day 
when that might be possible. Know that the Faith Lutheran community continues to be in my prayers! 

 In Christ, 

 Pastor Derek Harkins 

 We need to commit to doing the hard work of finding a new 

normal, of letting go of how things were so we can imagine a 

new future. 

 I know that we can do this together, because God’s Spirit  

is alive and at work in each of you. I know we can do this  

because I have seen the ways you have cared for each other 

through this already. I know we can do this because God goes 

before us, paving the way, doing a new thing and inviting us to 

be part of it. I know we can do this because Christ is the one 

who made us a community in the first place, and it is Christ who 

will sustain us now and into the future. 

 May we be filled with the mind and heart of Christ in these 

days, to love God and love each other by doing the hard things for 

the sake of the neighbor, together. 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Sylvia 

Pastor Sylvia’s Parables - continued from page 3 
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Spring Congregational Meeting Agenda 

 
 

Opening Pastor Steve Sathre 

Welcome Jennifer Prince 

Secretary’s Report Steve Sundvor 

   Approval of December 8, 2019 Minutes 

Treasurer’s Report Hope Schreiner 

Pastor’s Reports Pastor Steve Sathre 

    Pastor Sylvia Bull 

 

Accomplishment of 2019 

• Approval of new mission statement 

• Formation of Leadership for Faithful Innovation Guiding Team  

• Implementation of recommendations of Safety & Security Committee  

• Filled vacant staff positions 

 

Approval of 2020 Short Term Goals 
 

Approval 2020-2024 Long Term Goals 
 

Review of Current Mission 

 We are building a welcoming, nurturing faith community that is guided by  

Jesus and shares the Gospel. 

 

Unfinished Business 

 

New Business 

1. Vote for the Call of New Pastor - Pastor Derek Harkins Scott Wutzke 

2. Approval of Delegates to Synod Special Meeting (July 17 th) 

  a.  Tina Anderson 

  b.  Doug Johnson 

  c.  Aleisha Schock 

 

Closing Prayer Pastor Sylvia Bull 



Financial Update 
 

General Fund Revenues 
April, $55,971; to date, $187,639; 

General Fund Expenditures 
April, $40,663; to date, $180,499 

Faith Lutheran Church Memorials 
 

For Van/Bus, in memory of  
 Harvey Pedersen 
 

For General Memorials,  
 in memory of Judy Kocis 
 

For Endowment,  
 in memory of Harvey Pedersen 
 

For Technology,  
 in memory of Harvey Pedersen 
 

For Scholarships,  
 in memory of Harvey Pedersen 
 

For Capital Improvements,  
 in memory of Harvey Pedersen 
 

For Library,  
 in memory of Norma Holwegner 

Details can be found in the  
Memorial Book  

in the Gathering Place.  

 The Missouri Slope North Campus construction is on 

schedule as we can now see the height of the building 

with one wing getting its roof set. The construction team 

completed a walk-through of a few rooms to assure it will 

be set up in a way that allows maximum efficiency, safety, 

and convenience for all who will live and work here.   

 We have been very blessed to avoid any major  

slowdowns or material delays throughout the COVID-19 

emergency.  

 Please keep this project in your prayers as we move 

forward. There will be many opportunities to get involved 

as donors, volunteers, or for employment.   

 You may reach out to Christine Lennon, Development 

Officer to learn more at 701-221-9349 or email  

Christine.lennon@mslcc.com 

God bless you! 
 

Best Regards, 
 

Reier Thompson, MBA, LNHA, HSE 

President/CEO  

Missouri Slope 
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Psalm 23, NRSV 

The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green  

pastures; he leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul. He leads me in 

right pathways for his namesake. Even though I walk through the Valley of shadow 

of death I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff they comfort 

me. You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my 

head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all 

the days of my life, And I shall dwell in the House of the Lord my whole life long.  

 As I contemplated what to write for June’s Gospel Seeds; this Psalm kept  

ringing in my head and heart. It is a psalm filled with promises of how God will 

always tend to us throughout our life, but it does so with a clear-eyed look at the realities of life. We 

are living in the midst of the valley of the shadow of death. I believe that it is always true but with  

the COVID-19 pandemic, which is our most recent pandemic, the shadow of death is even more  

pronounced and discernible. For several of our counties in western North Dakota, they are still  

without a COVID-19 case and for others who have had cases, folks have recovered. However, death  

has come to western North Dakota from this new cause.  

 We have had a table prepared for us in the presence of this new enemy, and I have been so  

impressed by our pastors and deacons and worship leaders that so swiftly moved from in-person to 

online worship so that the Good News of Jesus Christ would be continually shared. Now as we begin 

the movement back into in-person worship, I pray for each one of our worshipping communities  

because the move back will be more difficult, and it will not be a onetime decision.  

 The Western North Dakota Synod staff and the Churchwide staff have been diligent in drafting the 

best and wisest recommendations and guidelines using the most up-to-date information available to  

us at this time. As you have heard, we are living in an unprecedented time for most of us.  But you have 

also heard that we are in this together.  That is why we have worked with you to provide the best  

possible information to help you continued to get through this together.  Please be mindful that the  

decision to begin in-person worship must be made locally by your church or parish council and rostered 

leader(s). You know your community and county. Please be in regular contact with your County Health 

Department Official. They will continue to be a wealth of helpful information as we move through  

the coming months. I also strongly recommend that even when you make the decision to move into  

in-person worship, please continue your online presence to the best of your abilities.  

 We at the Western North Dakota Synod office understand that this is a time of worry, fear, frustration 

and even anger, but it is also a time of remembering to whom we belong and that He will always be 

with us, preparing for us, and guiding us.  

A MESSAGE FROM THE INTERIM BISHOP  
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 Let me close with a Thank You. I have been so appreciative of the leadership that I have  

witnessed in Western North Dakota Synod. I give thanks for your ongoing Mission Support to the 

WND Synod which has allowed us to continue our sharing of Mission Support with Churchwide. 

Thank you for this opportunity to walk with you during this time. Blessings to each one of you. 
 

 

 

Yours in Christ, 

The Rev. David B Zellmer 

Interim Bishop of the Western North Dakota Synod, ELCA 

Instructions:  

Cut out and color this Flat 

Jesus. You can laminate  

him if you want, or drop 

by the church and we can 

help with this.  
 

This summer, bring Flat  

Jesus with you on your  

adventures - to the park, 

your camping trip, and 

even the pool! Where will 

your journeys take you 

and your Flat Jesus? Take 

some photos and send 

them to us at  

faith.bisfaith@gmail.com  

or tag us on social media 

@faithlutheranbismarck 

and use #flatjesus. We 

can’t wait to see all of 

your adventures!   

mailto:faith.bisfaith@gmail.com
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 Greetings to all Faith Lutheran members.  In these  

unusual times of distancing and physical isolation, I find 

our Pastors and Staff doing as much as they possibly can 

to keep in touch with all of us through on-line services, 

telephone calls, written communications and our News-

letter.  Some of our members have also been making  

telephone calls and we encourage all of you as you think 

of members you miss seeing, to reach out to them with a 

phone call.  You will brighten their day and your day will 

be better as well.  If you have a computer, iPhone or iPad 

but have difficulty reaching the on-line services please 

call either Lori 204-8218 or Rod 471-1605 Wanner and 

they can help you. 

 Through all of this those of you who can, have  

remained faithful in your regular giving and even gone 

beyond to help meet the needs of our budget.  Thank you 

all for your continued commitment.  Since Pastor Jon  

left we have not been at full staff.  Our Call Committee 

continues their work and we will again come to a full staff 

at which time our monthly budget needs will increase, so 

it is important that we not fall behind now. 
 

 Norbert Mayer, Stewardship Committee 

BE KIND. 

LET’S 

LOOK OUT 

FOR ONE 

ANOTHER. 

Faith Fischer 

Aleisha Schock 

Braden Conlon 

Cody Sorenson 

Emma Modin 

Jacob Schwarz 

Alexander Reuppel 

Olivia German 

Eric Munsch 

Richard Berland 

Jaydon Gullingsrud 

Kaela Tschider 

HATS OFF TO OUR 

2020 SENIOR GRADUATES 

 We would like to say congratulations to the 2020  

Senior Class at Faith Lutheran. Since we were not able 

to recognize this year's seniors in service, please check 

out the recognition post on social media. Also, we have 

a little gift located on the table below the confirmation 

class pictures.  

Congratulations and many blessings in future endeavors. 



 

 
Current Information about COVID-19 in North Dakota 

https://www.health.nd.gov/diseases-conditions/coronavirus 
 

Addiction Recovery Resources 

Visit https://aanorthdakota.org/covid-19-meeting-updates/ for AA meetings in our area, including 

meetings that are being held online or by phone. 
 

Visit https://www.samhsa.gov/find-help/national-helpline for substance abuse  

and mental health resources, or call 1-800-662-HELP.  
 

Mental Health Hotlines 

Call the National Alliance on Mental Illness Helpline at 1-800-950-6264 or 

 visit their website www.nami.org for resources.  
 

Visit https://www.samhsa.gov/find-help/national-helpline for substance abuse and  

mental health resources, or call 1-800-662-HELP. 
 

Call the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 1-800-273-8255 or visit their website  

at https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org. 

Important Numbers/Hotlines/Sources of Information 
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Church School 
This was definitely a weird second half of church school.  Although it was very non-traditional 

we pray that you still learned from the stories online.  We will be looking for church school 

teachers again for next year. Please consider teaching it is a great way to invest into children's 

lives - while  also helping our church community at the same time. We pray that you have a 

good summer and we look forward to rally day in September (hopefully a normal one by then.) 
 

Confirmation 
Please catch up on worship notes over the summer.  We will have a confirmation orientation in 

September. Remember to pay attention to any confirmation changes this summer. Hopefully, 

we will see you soon. 
 

Youth 
I will be sending a memo by the end of May regarding the National Youth Gathering for 2021  

in Minneapolis. This will be for all youth going into 9th grade next summer and who just  

graduated!  I will need everyone to sign up by September for fundraising. So keep this  

in your thoughts and prayers and hopefully we will see many youth on this trip. 
 

Thanks and have a great summer, 
 

Kenny 

KENNY’S KORNER 

https://www.health.nd.gov/diseases-conditions/coronavirus
https://aanorthdakota.org/covid-19-meeting-updates/
https://www.samhsa.gov/find-help/national-helpline
http://www.nami.org/
https://www.samhsa.gov/find-help/national-helpline
https://suicidepreventionlifeline.org/


Kid’s Bible Verse of the Month 

“I praise you, for I am fearfully and  
wonderfully made. Wonderful are your 

works; that I know very well.” 
 

                               - Psalm 139:14 

Faith Lutheran Church  

1402 E Avenue C   

Bismarck, ND  58501-4398 

www.faithbismarck.com 

(701)223-2236 
   

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

June 2020 
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Although the World is full of   

Suffering, it is also full of  the  

OVERCOMING of  it. 
              - Helen Keller 

http://www.bis-faith.org/
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